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LAW AND ANARCHY IN CHICAGO 
A tragedy occurred in Chicago on Mon- 

day of this week, the facts of which are 

fraught with lessons of the utmost gravity 
in public affairs. As nearly as the details 
can be arrived at, a stranger, believed to be 
identified as a foreigner recently come to 
this country from Russia and associated 
with an “anarchistic” propaganda, called at 
the home of the chief of the Chicago police 
force and placed in the hands of the chief, 
who came to the door, an addressed envelope. 
Just what then happened and why what did 
happen happened is not wholly clear. In 
any event, there was a pistol fight, partici- 
pated in, upon the one side, by the (hief and 
an attending policeman, upon the other side 
by the stranger. When the fight was over, 
the stranger was dead. The chief and the 
policeman were both wounded, and the 
chief’s son, a young man of twent}r-one 
years, who had gallantly rushed to his fath- 
er’s assistance, was suffering from a wound 
which may, perhaps, be fatal. 

It will be somewhat difficult for the peo- 
ple of Chicago to think and talk calmly 
about these things for some days to come, 
and yet they ought to be considered with 
calmness, so important are their lessons, and 
their teachings ought not to escape public 
attention. 

This is the more clear when wre note the 
suggestions that are made in the heat of 
events by the daily papers. Upon the one 

hand, we hear the frantic call for the sup- 
pression of all public meetings upon the 
streets. The "Salvation Army and the 
anarchists” are to be prevented from address- 
ing street crowrds. From another hand, 
comes the proposition to hunt down all the 

revolvers in town and put a license tax upon 
them. 

It takes but a moment’s thought to see 

both how futile these suggestions are, and 
what a feeble grasp of the matter in hand 
they indicate. The deep-seated evil in the 

body politic that breaks out in violent 
crimes is not something that can be cured 
out of hand, by some patent medicine, ad- 
ministered while you wait; the situation 
needs profound and prolonged study, but 
some of its facts are so patent that to over- 

look them were criminal folly. 
What Chicago needs is the supremacy of 

the law, and, beyond that, the acknowledged 
supremacy of the law. It needs to be written 
so high and sounded so clearly that none 

can make mistake or be in doubt concerning 
it, that, in this great western metropolis, 
LAW IS SUPREME. 

Given a state of society that presents that 
fact at every turning point, and such a 

crime as that which was perpetrated in the 
home of the chief of police would be ut- 

terly impossible. 
But such a state of society we have not. 
And why? 
Not because there are a few little preach- 

ers of anarchy skulking about the city, hid- 

ing here and there and carrying on their 

precarious propaganda under cover of all 
kinds of subterfuges; not because here or 

there some discontented Russian ventures to 

make a speech in Yiddish, telling his fellow 

countrymen of real or fancied wrongs. These 
are not the evils that subvert the supremacy 
of law in Chicago. 

Law in Chicago is ignored and defied and 
set at naught largely because, for decades 

past, the impotency of the law has been pro- 
claimed with more than trumpet voice, on 

every street corner of our city. More than 
seven thousand saloons, every day in the 

year, and specially upon every Sunday, say 
to all comers and goers, in language that all 
the world can understand, “Law does not 

have to be obeyed” And the police power 
of the city of Chicago, together with all de- 

partments of the city government, stand si- 
lent and acquiescent in the presence of the 

teaching. 
It would be easy enough to point out the 

direct relation of the chief of police him- 

self, and of his honor the mayor, to all this, 
and yet those facts are not specially im- 

portant. The officials of the city are inci- 
dents in the situation—nothing more. The 

people of Chicago, by a long continued and 
consistent course of action, by acquiescence 
in lawbreaking, by spineless indifference, 
when the plainest statutes are trampled 
upon—the people of Chicago have writ it 

large in our city’s life, that anarchy is per- 
missible, that law is not supreme, that the 
ruling power of this great city is not the 
statutes of the land. 

If brave young Harry Shippy’s wound 
shall prove fatal, he will die a victim, not so 

much to any specific act of neglect of duty 
upon the part of the police or the officials 

of the city of Chicago, but to the spirit of 
universal lawlessness which the good people 
of Chicago have allowed to become regnant'' 
in this city. 

What Chicago needs is a revival of respect 
for law, the replacing of law in the posi- 
tion that it must occupy in any civilized 
community. And good judgment and sound 
logic dictate that this revival, to be effective, 
must begin at the point where the evil is 
most manifest—at the door of the saloon. 
If Chicago will put her heel upon the head 
of the lawbreaking gin mill, she will have 
gone a long stride toward restoring civiliza- 
tion in this city and crushing out the real 
anarchist that menaces the city’s future. 

THE TRAFFIC’S GROWTH 
There is no ground for surprise in the 

fact that the government statistics which are 
studied on other pages of this paper show 
a continued increase in the liquor business. 
Anything to the contrary would be surpris- 
ing. 

Of course, to the casual observer it seems 
remarkable that while so-called Prohibition 
territory increases, Avhile towns and counties 
and even states go “dry,” the national con- 

sumption of drink mounts upward constant- 
ly and the national drink bill grows greater 
with every passing year. The student of the 
question, however, views the matter with a 
better appreciation of the co-relation of the 
facts. The so-called growth of Prohibition 
territory has related almost entirely to rural 
districts. Until within the immediate past 
and the adoption of Prohibition in Georgia" and Alabama, hardly a town that could prop- 
erly be called a center, either in influence or 
in business, had come under prohibitory law. 
At the same time all “Prohibition” terri- 
tory has been and remains at the mercy of 
the “jug trade” in its various forms. 

Specially important, however, is the growth 
of the liquor traffic in our cities. In every 
great city of the country the growth of the 
liquor business is appalling. With a thor- 
ough system, with a careful selection of ways 
and means, with a discriminating choice-of 
men who are able to sell the product, the 
brewers have pushed their business in every 
city of the country until the growth of the 
business in places like Chicago and New 
York has far more than counterbalanced the 
minor losses in southern country counties, 
and bids fair to counter balance the loss of 
even whole states of the South. 

The Prohibitionists not only foresaw this, 
years ago, and prophesied it, but enunciated 
at the same time the remedy which remains 
the remedy today. We must have Prohibi- 
tion laws that strike, not the far-reaching 
tentacles, but the corrupt heart of the busi- 
ness. Milwaukee, Peoria, Louisville, Chi- 
cago, New York, St. Louis—all these cen- 
ters of the liquor traffic’s power, must be 
struck by prohibitory law before the business, 
as a menace to national life and perpetuity, 
is wounded. 

This is only one way of saying what we 
have perpetually said—that the question is a 

national question, to be coped with only by n 
national Prohibition party, and that the good 
people who are spending their time and 
energy in fighting the evil in detail, here 
and there, are throwing away their efforts, 
cufting off the little heads of the hydra that 
grow again, greater and more dangerous than 
before. 


