
STILL BOOMING WHEELER 

California Prohibitionists Insist Upon Former York State Leader 
as Presidential Candidate 

Los Angeles, California, February 23—(Spe- 
cial correspondence)—The Prohibitionists of Los 
Angeles held their third annual Washington's 
Birthday banquet at the Federation Club, yester- 
day. Over 250 guests sat down. The Hon. Fred 
F. Wheeler was toastmaster. The toasts were as 

follows: “Bringing in the Freedom of the 
Land,” the Rev. C. B. Eby of Whittier; “We Con- 
quer or Die,” A. K. Nash, Esq., of Pasadena; 
“The Friend of the Woman,” Miss Mary A. 

Stewart (daughter of Gideon T. Stewart) ; “The 
College Man’s Opportunity,” Mr. W. E. Roberts, 
Occidental College; “The Hope of the Nation,” 
the Rev. C. E. Nash, D.D.; “Who’ll be the Man 
for the Place?” Reynold E. Blight. Music was 

furnished by the Quaker City Quartet, singing 
well-known campaign songs, and by Mrs. C. J. 
Hall. A telegram of greeting and good cheer 
was sent to the Oakland Prohibitionists meeting 
and banquet at the same time. 

Before the dinner a number of Los Angeles 
Prohibitionists met to discuss the advisability of 

organizing to conduct a campaign looking to the 
presentation of Mr. Fred F. Wheeler’s name to 

the national Prohibition convention next July, at 

Columbus, as California’s nominee for the Presi- 
dency. Mr. Reynold E. Blight called the meeting 
to order. He said that he had communicated 
with a large number of Prohibitionists of national 
reputation all over the country and that the re- 

sponses had been more than satisfactory. 
The discussion showed that the gathering was 

unanimous for Mr. Wheeler, and the following 
officers were elected to make future arrange- 
ments : Reynold E. Blight, chairman; C. J. Hall, 
secretary; M. W. Atwood, treasurer. These of- 
ficers were given power to appoint a committee 
to carry on the campaign. It is the purpose of 
the committee to communicate with editors of 
Prohibition papers and other influential Prohi- 
bitionists and ascertain their preferences for the 
Presidential nominee; and to supply literature 

setting forth the wisdom of nominating Mr. 
Wheeler. 

At the banquet Mr. Blight, in a vigorous ad- 

dress, informed the Prohibitionists gathered of 
the formation of this committee. He also pointed 
out Mr. Wheeler’s exceptional qualifications for 
the high honor. Letters were read from several 
national leaders expressing their enthusiastic in- 
dorsement of Mr. Wheeler’s candidacy. The ad- 
dress was received with tremendous applause, the 

large crowd rising to their feet and cheering. 
Mr. Wheeler was visibly affected by the splen- 

did ovation and the token of confidence and ad- 
miration reposed in him by his fellow Prohibi- 
tionists. He replied to the demonstration in a 

speech, in part as follows: 

These exceedingly land and complimentary 
words which Mr. Blight has spoken with so much 
earnestness and eloquence, and these letters which 
he has read from men so widely separated 
throughout our nation and some of whom I have 
known and worked with for a quarter of a cen- 

tury, all speaking so generously and kindly, and 
your sympathetic expression of applause and ap- 
proval, touch me very deeply indeed. 

For after all the sweetest thing on earth, next 
to the love of one’s wife and children, is the 
good will and respect and approbation of those 
who know us best; and to have you, my fellow 
Prohibitionists, and these writers, who have known 
me so long, think of me as worthy in character, 
ability and integrity, to be the standard bearer of 
the cleanest and most patriotic political party now 

before the American people, is to pay me the 
greatest compliment and to do me the greatest 
honor that vou have it in your power to bestow. 

It may be that your suggestion may not be ac- 

cepted by the national convention. Ours is a 

great party and contains a great many very able, 
upright and competent men that could lead us 

with honor and credit, and the convention in its 
wisdom, may select one of these. But in any 
event they cannot deprive me of the memory of 
this occasion when you have so kindly manifested 
your good will and approbation. 

It is possible that growing out of the action 

Fred F. Wheeler. 

or the non-action of one of the other great po- 
litical conventions some prominent old party man 

with large influence and following may burn his 
political bridges behind him and ally himself with 
the Prohibition party as the only national party 
qualified and competent to carry this issue to a 

successful termination. In that event or in the 
event that some other of our present national 
leaders should be clearly found more available 
and competent, we should be ready to join in 
such selection, for after all the good of the party 
and the greater cause for which it stands, should 
be at all times our first care and thought, and 
personal desires, or preferences, or ambitions, 
should be subordinate thereto. 

While I shrink from the prominence and the 
possible criticism and abuse involved in such a 

nomination, and fear our people may be greatly 
disappointed in my lack of the oratorical charms 
and power to move audiences, and while for these 
and other reasons I might hope that this great 
honor should not come to me, the final determin- 
ation of my personal decision in the matter will 
be deferred until later events may make my duty 
clear and definite. I have given my entire po- 
litical life to the upbuilding of this cause and 
party, because I have been profoundly convinced, 
not only of the rightousness of our cause, but of 
the absolute soundness and necessity of our po- 
litical existence and action. My reasoning is 
clear and positive, and to me convincing. 

The liquor traffic is an unmitigated curse with- 
out a single redeeming feature. As I have al- 
ready stated this evening, it costs us the lives 
of more men every year than were lost -on the 
field of battle by either the North or the South 
during the entire four years of conflict. The 
economic loss to the nation cannot be less than 
two thousand million of dollars, thus making it 
by far the greatest moral and economic question 
now awaiting settlement at the hands of the 
American people. It is protected, promoted and 
perpetuated, as well as legalized and sanctioned, 
by the license and revenue systems. 

Both the Republican and the Democratic parties 
are definitely and unequivocally committed, as 

national parties, to the continuation of these sys- 
tems, and therefore to the continuation of the 
liquor traffic. Behind th^ saloonkeeper, as he 
deals out his liquor over his bar, hangs his aU- ^ 

thority so to do—his license, and his revenue 

receipt! Behind these two documents, sanction- 
ing and sustaining his business, stand the Repub- 
lican and Democratic parties! Behind these two 
parties, and responsible for their legislation, 
stands the individual voter. If he votes to sus- 
tain a political party that supports and sustains 
the license and revenue systems, that legalize 
and sanction the liquor traffic, that destroys a 

hundred thousand men, bringing untold agony 
and suffering upon their wives, children and 
families, and also destroys two thousand mil- 
lions of property—then I submit that he must 
bear his full share of responsibility for these 
terrible results. 

If it is true that the participator is as bad as 

the thief—and I believe that is good law—and 
if it is true that the instigator is as responsible 
as the murderer—and I believe that is also 
good law—then I ask, can the citizen who votes 
for and with a political party that supports the 
license and revenue systems, that legalize and 
sanction the liquor traffic, that produces such 
terrible loss and misery and suffering, escape the 
logical and inevitable conclusion that before God 
and man he is as guilty as his agents the saloon- 
keeper, the brewer and the distiller? Are they 
not his actual partners? Can the latter continue 
to exist and do business without the consent of 
the former? Is not the only way the former 
can escape sharing the responsibility for the fear- 
ful results produced by the latter, to refuse to 
longer vote for or support the political parties 
that sustain the saloon? 

And there is only one political party today that 
stands squarelv and definitely committed against 
the liquor traffic and that is the Prohibition 
party, represented here tonight. 

But some good Republican friend says there 
are other issues besides this one because of 
which he must stand by and vote for his old 
party. I have heard that argument many, many 
times everv single year during the twenty-eight 
years that I have been a voter. During that time 
there have been two issues which the Republican 
party has always insisted were paramount and-" 
supreme to all others—the financial question and 
the tariff question. 

The recent panic has forced the Republican 
press, the Republican Senators and their leading 
Congressmen to frankly confess that our financial 
system is the poorest and weakest and least able 
to bear any unusual strain of all the systems 
possessed by civilized nations on the face of the 
earth. And the present indications are that the 
party is so divided that it is almost helpless and 
unable to pass the necessary legislation to really 
strengthen it and avoid another repetition of the 
recent money panic. 

So far as the tariff question is concerned the 
ablest and broadest and most patriotic writers 
and thinkers within the Republican party con- 
cede the necessity of radical amendments to and 
revision and lowering of the tariff schedule, 
while they concede that enormous trusts and 
combinations have accumulated immense fortunes 
at the expense of the people, and that so many 
of the Senators and Congressmen are controlled 
by these trusts that it is well-nigh hopeless to 
secure relief under Republican administration. 
The one really sensible remedy proposed, the 
tariff commission bill introduced by Senator Bev- 
erage, seems to have a very small chance for be- 
ing passed. 

In the meantime, the President has awakened 
the people to the fact that the captains of finance, 
under the Republican administration, have so 

skillfully manipulated the banks, the trust and 
insurance companies, the railroad and industrial 
corporations, and they have been violating the law 
with such impunity, that even the President, with 
all of his courage and fighting qualities, almost 
trembles at the prospect. 

Our Democratic friends can find but scant com- 
fort in reviewing what they were able to do 
during the years when they had the Presidency 
and Congress. The influence of the trusts and X 
corporations over a Democratic Congress was so 
powerful as to disgust and discourage even Presi- 
dent Cleveland. It was so powerful that the 
Mills bill, as finally passed, provided an average 
protection within five or seven percent as high as 
the McKinley bill, a Republican measure. 

Does it not seem that our Republican and 
Democratic friends (and there are literally mil- 


