
of savings bank deposits, and only seven that 

have a larger number of bank depositors. The 

thrifty, comfortable condition of the people of 
Maine is a matter of common knowledge the 

world over. 

As to Kansas, in spite of the anarchistic rule 
of the*Republican anti Prohibitionists, it is a well 
known tact that for several years the prohibitory 
law was well enforced. \\ hat were the condi 

tions during those years' Between 1881, when 

Kansas adopted Prohibition, and 1890. a period 
of fairly good enforcement of the prohibitory 
law. the population of the state increased more 

than sixty-five percent and crime decreased fifty 
percent. During those years the field crops of 

Kansas increased ninety percent, the farm prod- 
ucts, in general, eighty-three percent, the as- 

sessed wealth of the state one hundred and fifty- 
nine percent, the school property of the state 

eighty-six percent and the churches of the state 

one hundred and three percent. 
There was one item of decrease in the popula- 

tion of Kansas which Mr. Gilmore should not 

have overlooked. Between 1879 and 1899, in 

spite of the increase of population of the whole 

state, the population of the penitentiaries of Kan- 

sas decreased from 917 to S23. 

And while Mr. Gilmore was discussing the 

tpiestion of population, how unfortunate that he 

did not think to tell us that the state of Nevada, 
which holds the championship for number of 

liquor sellers, and has one holder ot a United 

States “license” for every thirty-two people in 

the state, actually lost seven percent of her popu- 

lation in the decade between the two latest cen- 

suses. 
* * * * 

Mr. Gilmore’s final exhibit does him no more 

credit than his former efforts. It is true that 

the St. Paul Record, a paper which of late has 

been devoting a large amount of its valuable 

space to the defense of the liquor business, pub- 
lished substantially the matter which Mr. Gilmore 

places in his address. It was a curiously-and- 
wondrouslv-gotten-up affair. The Record pro- 

fesses to take the whole state of Maine and to 

compare it with an arbitrarily selected section of 

the state of Minnesota, choosing its counties in 

Minnesota with such care as to exclude all large 
cities. The source of the figures which enter into 

the statistics is not revealed and it is impossible 
to determine just from whence the Record got its 

information. It is possible, however, to bring its 

statements into comparison with very definite in- 

formation of official character. 

The latest reliable source of information re- 

garding prisons, of scope and character warrant 

ing its employment in comparing states, is found 

m the Special Report upon Prisoners issued by 

the Bureau of the Census, covering the year 

1904 A comparison of that volume with the 

statements made by the St. Paul Record gives us 

nn interesting table, after examination of which 

one is likely to lose interest in the Record and 

anything that it may say. 

MAINE’S PRISONS IN FACT AND I'ANU 

Official 
Whole Year’s 

The Records’ Official Commitments 
Tale June 30. 1904 1904 

Prisoners in Maine 
county jails ......5.700 312 l’737 

Drunks in Maine aaa 
jails .2.934 ‘120 338 

Illind PiRRors in 

Maine jails ...... 441 
Women in Maine 

jails 207 81 
'All prisons. 

It is almost sad to consider all of Mr. (>il 

more’s exhibits and to find not a trace of truth 

in one of them. 
* * * * 

I he League closes its address to the American 

people with the presentation of its “solution” of 

the question, a solution the main features of 

which the public is familiar with by long discus- 

'■ion. How often and how thrillingly wc have 
been told that the enactment of laws like those 
here proposed would make the liquor traffic good 
and respectable, and how repeatedly, upon trial, 
m the high license states, in New York, in Penn- 
'.vlwania and Ohio, it has been discovered that 

the saloon, in a respectable garb, is the same 

law-breaking brute that it is in any other dress; 
that it not only will not, but can not obey the 
law, and that by its very nature it is the enemy 
of everything that has to do with good public^ 
order. 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 

Facets in Reply to the Ruined Drunkard Who Slandered the City 
of No SaJoons—A Kecord-HeraJd Blvinder 

Kansas City, Kas., March 5—(Special corre- 

spondence).—Some days ago the temperance peo- 
ple and the Prohibitionists of the country were 

startled by the publication, in the Chicago Record- 
Herald, of an attack upon the Prohibition system 
in Kansas City and upon the veracity of Attorney- 
General C. W. Trickett in the representations 
which he has made about the success of the 
Prohibition policy here. The article was at- 

tributed to a W. R. Waggoner, who used to be 

editorially employed upon the Globe in this city, 
and purported to be a detailed denial of the state- 
ments which Mr. Trickett has been making up 
and down the country. 

Naturally, the liquor people welcomed the ap- 
pearance of this article, and in one form and an- 

other, it has been copied in almost all parts of the 

country. 
Upon the day of the publication of the article, 

Mr. Trickett, speaking in a small Illinois city, 
made a somewhat general reply to its statements, 
but his absence from home, filling engagements at 

scattered points all over the country, has made it 

impossible, up to the present time, to obtain a de- 
tailed statement from him. The facts, however, 
are sufficiently well known to every intelligent 
resident of Kansas City, that the matter can 

readily be examined and discussed. 
In part the Record-Herald’s article said: 

“In a pamphlet headed ‘The True Condition of 
Kansas City,’ Mr. Waggoner declares that as a 

direct resulj of the Prohibition laws the city is 
practically bankrupt, that its police department has 
been reduced from eighty-five to thirty-five men 

and that real estate values have steadily declined. 
He shows that during the year 1906-07 the rate 
of taxation per hundred, owing to the cutting off 
of the saloon revenue, rose from $1.90 to $3.10, 
and yet, with this increase, the city faces an arrear 
in the general fund alone of $139,500. 

“He says further the efficiency of the fire de- 
partment has been maintained only because the 
large business firms of the city have agreed to 
make good the annual deficit in order to secure 

protection for their property. The street and san- 

itary departments, he avers, have been decreased 
to practically nothing, because the city has no 
funds with which to maintain them. 

“As a climax to his charges of misrepresenta- 
tion he cites the fact that during the period of 
this diminished police force there were thirteen 
murders in this city of a little over 100,000 popu- 
lation.” 

A detailed reply to these misrepresentations is 
in preparation, and it need only be said here that 
they are a mass of falsehoods. The tax rate has 
not been raised; the police and fire departments 
have not been impaired; all public service is as 

good as it ever was in the city’s history, or better. 
The statement regarding murders is twice too 

great, and practically every murder committed 
has been the result of liquor, brought from Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

Perhaps the best commentary upon the subject 
is the well known character of W. R. Waggoner. 
Put in plain, blunt speech, W. R. Waggoner is a 

miserable, bankrupt drunkard. At one time con- 

nected with the editorial department of the Globe 
of this city, he so conducted himself that his 
resignation was demanded by the business men 

of the city and forced upon the management of 
the paper. Within the past few days the Globe 
management has paid a note of $50 which Wag- 

goner gave to the Keeley cure people in an at- 

tempt to obtain a cure for the drink habit; and 
the Globe for months has run the Keeley cure 

advertising, which it assumed to Help Waggoner 
pay his bills to that institution. 

A document of much importance in the discus- 
sion is a letter which was written from this city 
on February 27 to the editor of the Record- 

Herald, by Mr. C. L. Brokaw, the cashier of the 

largest bank of Kansas City, Kas., the Commercial 
National. Mr. Brokaw’s letter reads: 

Kansas City, Kas., Feb. 27, 1908. 
To the Editor of the Record-Herald, 

Chicago, 111. 
Dear Sir: In your last Sunday’s issue 

(Feb. 23d) you printed an article entitled 
“Hurt by Prohibition, Says a Kansas Editor. 
Special to the Record-Herald.” 

Now we have always esteemed the Record- 
Herald as one of the very best papers in the 
United States and are rather surprised that 
you would give space in your columns to an 

article by a man with no more standing 
than W. R. Waggoner. If you would take 
the trouble to look him up, you would cer- 

tainly not hurt a good cause by printing any- 
thing that emanated from his pen, at least 
without first verifying every statement that 
he makes. 

I certainly think I understand the situation 
in this city fairly well. I have been in the 
banking business here for eighteen years,. 
and am familiar with all the conditions, and 
I consider his article to be untrue and mis- 
leading, and not a fair statement of facts. 

On the other hand, I state to you most 

sincerely, and I believe that my statement 
would be approved by a large majority of the 
best business men of this city, regardless of 
politics or previous notions with reference to 

Prohibition, that the best business interests of 
this city are determined that it shall remain 
clean from whisky influences; they believe 
that the gain to the city by the closing of 
the joints is so large that it is almost im- 
possible to estimate it. 

Personally, considering the amount saved 
to the laboring men in beer bills, I believe 
the closing of the joints in this city has 
been a loss to the brewers of a million dol- 
lars a year, and what is a loss to them is a 

saving to the city. What do a few thousands 
in taxes amount to compared to a saving to 
the citizens of this city of a million dollars0 

With this consideration in view, is it any 
won den that the brewers should hire men to 
make speeches, write articles and do every- 
thing that they possibly can do to debauch 
this city and state, as it has been debauched 
for years, and as I sincerely trust it will 
never be debauched again? 

The “One City” speech made by myself, 
a copy of which I send you under separate 
cover, is the best refutation of the statements 
made by Mr. Waggoner. The city for the 
last, two years has made the greatest progress 
in its history, and he knows it and every- 
body else knows it, and these are the two 
years during which Mr. Trickett has so 
effectually closed the joints and driven out 
the larger part of the emissaries of Hades. 

Respectfully, 
C. L. Brokaw. 

Cashier. 
So far as can he learned here the Reco^rf* 

Herald, that accepted Waggoner’s- lying stuff with 
out a moment s hesitation and without examina- 
tion, except possibly of the check that perhaps 
came with it, has not published or referred to Mr. 
Brokaw’s letter. 

Another highly enlightening document is a let- 


