
WHAT'S DOING IN WASHINGTON 

Washington, D. C., March 7—(Special corre- 
spondence)—The Senate committee on judiciary 
held its final hearing on the interstate shipment 
bills relating to shipments of intoxicating liquors 
today, and present indications are that the com- 
mittee will favorably report the Bacon bill, which 
meets with the unqualified approval of Finley C. 
Hendrickson and Matthew E. O’Brien, represen- 
tatives of the Prohibition party at the Capitol. 

The liquor men have long since quit combatting 
the proposition that wisdom, necessity and pro- 
priety demanded that the federal government 
cease to assist and protect men in the violation 
of state laws. These hearings have been con- 
fined principally to the question of how far Con- 
gress can go under the Constitution in lifting its 
protecting hand from these violations of state 
law. 

At the hearing today Robert G. Crain, repre- 
senting the National Brewers’ Association, pre- 
sented a printed brief, in which he held that a' 
man had the constitutional right to get drunk, 
and that the state could not prevent him from 
so doing, if he got drunk in his own home, and 
that the national government having recognized 
the liquor business as legitimate could not ham- 
per its commerce between the states. 

His brief was very weak both in logic and 
law, and the fact that he did not appear in person 
to answer the questions of the committee on the 
claims that he made, shows that he did not care 
to have his contentions made the subject of cross 
fire by the proponents of the legislation that he 
claims is unconstitutional. 

Finley C. Hendrickson, representing the Pro- 
hibition party, filed a brief in which he recited 
the history and purpose of the Constitution, and 
cited many cases to bear out his contention that 
it is in the power of Congress to so regulate in- 
terstate commerce that no violator of state law 
can be protected. 

For an hour and a half he argued and stood 
the cross fire of questions which brought out 
many statements that strengthened his position. 
He said that, in his opinion, should the matter 
of interstate shipment of liquor come before the 
Supreme Court today, with the growing senti- 
ment against the traffic, the court would brush 

away all the cobwebs and reasonings that have 
clouded the subject and hold that no violator of 
state law can claim the protection of the consti- 
tutional clause relating to interstate commerce in 
this class of goods. 

Matthew E. O’Brien, who had spoken on three 
other occasions before the committee, said he 
wished to be heard again, since the personal use 

question had been interjected by the opponents 
of the bill. He did not believe that Congress 
should pay any attention to the claims made that 
a man has a right to drink liquor and to order 
it from an adjoining state for his personal use. 

Congress by this legislation is not declaring 
anything on the use or traffic in intoxicating 
liquors. Congress is assuming no policy on the 
question. It is leaving the matter entirely to the 
state to say what shall be the manner of dealing 
with liquor within its own borders, and each one 

of the forty-six states can deal with the personal 
use question as it sees fit. 

If Congress passes the Bacon bill it simply 
provides that the liquors shall be subject to the 
police powers of the state, when they reach the 
destination, and that shippers who misbrand their 
shipments and common carriers who assist liquor 
men in evading the law or who deliver goods at 
a point other than the one named on the pack- 
age, shall be punished by United States 
authority. 

The proposition for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States prohibiting the 
manufacture, sale and importation of intoxicating 
liquors and narcotic drugs, introduced by Repre- 
sentative Acheson of Pennsylvania, affords more 

fighting ground than most people realize. 
The bill was introduced at the request of 

Matthew E. O’Brien and the scheme as outlined 
by the author of the resolution will give the 
liquor men a chill. Mr. O’Brien says: 

“I drafted and caused to be introduced by Rep- 
resentative Acheson the resolution for a consti- 
tutional amendment, because I believe that there 
is a fighting chance for it, and because the liquor 
men have claimed all laws attempted to prevent 
them from flooding territory with their goods 
after the people have voted them out are uncon- 
stitutional. 

“If we are to have a constitutional amendment 
fight I believe that we might as well have the fight 
on an amendment that will mean something. 
Since we have been told so often this winter that, 
if we wish to remedy evils we must amend the 
Constitution, I thought it well to put it up to the 
men who have told us that to say whether they 
would give us a chance to amend it.” 

The resolution puts it up to Mr. Jenkins and 
the judiciary committee to say whether or not 

they will deny to the American people through 
the legislatures of the several states to express 
their will on this vital question. To refuse to 

pass the resolution, Congress must assume that it 
will not allow the people the right to express their 
desire on Prohibition. On the eve of a Presi- 
dential election, can Congress declare that popular 
government in the United States is at an end? 

If Congress assumes that attitude, then the 
people can fight for the election of men to the 
state legislatures in the several states who will 
petition Congress to submit this question and 
carry on the fight any way. If Congress submits 
the question we would carry on the fight to have 
the amendment ratified by the requisite three- 
fourths of the states. If Congress does not sub- 
mit, we know where to place the responsibility, 
and we can then fight for the states to compel 
Congress to act, which only requires a petition ot 
two-thirds of the states. 

The purpose of the resolution is to give the 
liquor men a battle at the same moment in every 
Congressional district and in every assembly dis- 
trict in the United States and not allow them to 
concentrate their forces. 

This constitutional amendment would give us 
the kind of Prohibition that will prohibit without 
any question, and we are going to get it sooner 
or later, and might just as well begin the fight 
now. 

Of course even this amendment will require 
officials and a party behind it in sympathy with it 
and we can make the people realize that when 
we have shown that the old parties dare not ti ust 
them to express their preferences between the 
saloon and the home. 

Give Truth A Chance 
The National Prohibitionist presents on other pages this week a 

review, in part, of the propaganda prepared by the “Model License 
League” in its plan to check the Prohibition tidal Wave that has been 
sweeping the country for the past year. 

As The National Prohibitionist clearly shows, this document is 
a mass of false statements and a compilation of authoritative statis- 
tics so skillfully prepared and twisted as to mislead many good citi- 
zens, even, who honestly desire to prevent the evils which result from 
the liquor traffic. 

Were it possible for every good citizen in America to read this 
number of The National Prohibitionist, this campaign of false edu- 
cation which has been started by the liquor interests might almost 
be laughed at. A falsehood is not to be specially feared among honest 
men, if the truth may reach them with equal facility. 

The important and dangerous feature of this liquor dealers’ propa- 
ganda is the announcement that by various means they intend to 
reach every voter in America with these false teachings. 

Men who have fondly hoped that “the beginning of the end” of 
the long struggle is at hand; men and women who have thought they 
saw the signs of promise after years of hoping and praying and work- 
ing; comrades who have believed that the thick clouds had broken and 
that the sky would soon clear; all of you, comrades, will find that 
instead of grasping the victory, ready made, you have only just en- 

tered the beginning of great battle, and your equipment for the fight 
is wretchedly meager. This is not the cry of an alarmist. It is the 
verdict of mature judgment. To be sure, “the truth is on our side”; 
but of what avail to an army are tons of cannon balls if it has no 

-armanent to send the missiles against the enemy? 
In the immediate crisis, when the Prohibition reform is in the 

balance between speedy victory and heart-breaking delay for another 
twenty years, of what value in the fight is “the truth,” if we have no 

means of carrying it to the people? 
If the liquor interests are planning—as they are—to reach every 

voter in America with their falsehoods, this paper, with the truths that 

are printed in its columns ought also to go to the home of every voter. 
It is the urgent need of the cause that impels these words. Every 

good citizen must be interested in the truth. 
We must depend upon the volunteer worker. Against millions 

of dollars of the breweries and distilleries must be matched the loyal 
purpose, the persistent faith, and the earnest effort of men and women 

who are ready to make unlimited sacrifice for the salvation of the race. 

Against the plottings of treason of a mercenary traffic must be matched 
the devotion of enthusiastic patriots. 

The National Prohibitionist is in position to provide the am- 

munition, which it stands ready to supply at cost. In this new cam- 

paign of the forward movement no limits as to quantity have been 
set upon the worker. 

Send in the new subscriptions, one by one if you cannot do bet- 
ter; in blocks of five and ten, if you can ; but send in the new sub- 
scriptions, with sixty cents to pay for each, and we will send the 
truth into thousands more homes every week, until we have stirred the 
conscience and patriotism of the good citizenship of the nation to out- 
law the infamous liquor traffic forever. 

This special offer will be effective until March 20. Let the next 
eight days be days of unequaled activity in spreading the printed truth 
among the people. Send the blank form below, signed, to this office 
and enlist at once in the greatest struggle over launched to destroy 
the liquor traffic. Do it NOW. 

THE NEW CAMPAIGN OF THE FORWARD MOVEMENT. 
The National Prohibitionist, 

87 Washington Street, Chicago. 
Please enroll me as a volunteer in the Forward Movement to place The 

National Prohibitionist in 10,000 new homes before March 20. I will do my 
best to secure at least ten new subscribers before that time, at sixty cents each. 
Please send me sample copies and subscription blanks. • 

Name 

Postoffice. 

Date. State. 


