
perism, differs materially from the figures here 
given, but, by coincidence, makes substantially 
the same showing of ratio. The showing perhaps 
proves nothing for Prohibition hut certainly 
proves nothing against that policy. 

FRAUD AGAINST KANSAS 

How the Census Figures Are Made to Dis- 
credit Prohibition State in Matter of 

Crime 

Iopeka, Kansas, March 13—(Special corre- 

spondence)—Today a representative of The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist called the attention of the 
Hon. C. E. Denton, secretary of state of Kan- 
sas, to the representations which are being made 
concerning criminality in this state upon the basis 
of the United States Census. 

Mr. Denton declared that the figures do Kan- 
sas a great injustice and seriously misrepresent 
the situation here. 

Not only is the United States prison improperly 
included, but between three and four hundred 
prisoners who belong to Oklahoma and have been 
confined in the Kansas penitentiary owing to the 
lack of prison facilities in that new state have 
evidently been counted in by parties who are 

anxious to give Kansas a bad reputation. 
By the report of the warden of the state peni- 

tentiary, for February 29, 190S, there are 812 
prisoners confined in the penitentiary, exclusive 
of the Oklahoma prisoners. In addition to this, 
there are, in round numbers, three hundred young- 
men and boys confined in the reformatory at 
Hutchinson. It is impossible to obtain an exact 

statement of the number of prisoners in the jails 
of Kansas. It is not believed here at the state 

capital that there are 221 such prisoners, as the 
Census tables would show; but, assuming that 
there are, and adding these to the prisoners in 
the reformatory and the state penitentiary, Kan- 
sas is found to have 1,333 prisoners instead of 
the 2,876 with which the Census discredits her. 

The population of the state of Kansas, accord- 
ing to the state census, is 1,612,471. This would 
give Kansas slightly more than 82 prisoners to 
the one hundred thousand of population, instead 
of 193, the number with which the United States 
Census charges the state. 

According to the Census, as the bulletin has 
been examined here today, between 1890 and 1904 
the prison population of Kansas increased from 
135.1 prisoners per one hundred thousand inhabit- 
ants, to 193.3. 

In point of fact, in 1S90 the population of this 
state was 1,423,485. At the close of that year 
there were confined in the state penitentiary 860 

prisoners. In 1904 the population of the state was 

1,535,160, while the number of prisoners confined 
in the penitentiary was only 7S9. 

HOWARD TO PREACHERS 

Great Audience of Ministers to Hear Roches- 

ter Orator in Philadelphia 

Philadelphia, Pa., March 1G—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The temperance committee of the 
Philadelphia Methodist conference arc making 
large plans for a great meeting for the temperance 
anniversary, on Saturday night, March 21, when 
Clinton N. Howard, of Rochester, N. Y., will de- 
liver his great address to preachers, entitled “The 
Preacher and the Ethical Revival,” at Tabernacle 
church, Eleventh and Jefferson streets. 

^ Invitations will be sent to 300 Philadelphia 
preachers of the Baptist, Presbyterian and other 
churches to hear Mr. Howard, as the guests of 
the conference. 

Everything points to an extraordinary meeting. 

“THE TEMPERANCE LESSON” 
Notes Upon Sunday School Teaching for March 29. 1908. on a Broad 

View of Truths 3.000 Years Old 
By WILLIAM P. F. FERGUSON. 

✓ 

The Temperance Sunday school lesson for 
March 29, 1908, has as its text seven verses from 
the twenty-third chapter of the hook of Proverbs. 
The gist of the passage is found in two verses of 
the text: 

T.ook thou not upon the wine when it is red, 
When it sparkleth in the cup, 
When it goeth down smoothly: 
For at the last it biteth like a serpent, 
And stingeth like an adder. 

There are two ways in which we may teach 
this lesson. We may content ourselves with en- 

forcing the precepts of abstinence from strong 
drink and may follow the lesson notes of the 
various “helps'’ through their explanations of 
the verses of the lesson, illuminating the refer- 
ences to the effects of drink, and the calamities 
that come from indulgence in intoxicants. In 
that way we may say many things that are per- 
fectly true and, in a certain sense, are valuable. 
Tliey are just as true today as they were three 
thousand years ago, when Solomon wrote them, 
and the world has known them, more or less 
distinctly, all the thirty centuries. What is more, 
practically every scholar in every Sunday school 
of the country has as much information upon 
the question as Solomon had, and the majority 
of them, from a scientific standpoint, vastly more. 

Yet that is the way to teach the lesson harm- 

lessly, without offense to anyone—and, as far as 

that is concerned, without any particular good to 

anyone. 
Very few scholars are to he found in any 

of our Sunday schools who need anything that in- 
struction and teaching of the precept sort can give 
them, concerning the evils of liquor drinking. 

The other way of teaching the lesson is to go 
at the root of things. 

Three thousand years ago Solomon knew that 
alcoholic drink bites like a serpent and stings 
like an adder. Probably most of the people of 
his day shared the knowledge with him. Yet 
the world, from that day to this, has gone on, 
legalizing the serpent’s nest and contenting itself 
with more or less earnest efforts to “regulate” 
the serpent’s biting. 

In this year of Grace, 1908, we will read the 
passage over again to the boys in our Sunday 
schools, and then we will go out—that is, some 

of us will—and deliberately authorize men to 

open serpent’s dens. Of course, we will hedge 
them about with provisos and conditions, but, to 
all intents and purposes, we will frankly say to 
them: “After you have complied with these con- 

ditions, you may bite these Sunday school boys 
of ours to the destruction of their bodies and 
souls and the blighting of their lives, here and 
hereafter.” 

Of course we do all this and say all this, upon 
a ballot, and part of it is written in ink that is 
invisible—when you have on good partizan, or 

omni-partizan, eye-shades. It’s there, none the 
less; we say it, none the less; and the thing 
comes to pass. 

“Oh, but,” says the good conservative Chris- 
tian, who objects to mixing religion and politics, 
“but, if we would teach our hoys this lesson 
forcefully enough, if we would only pray hard 
enough over them, they would never drink and 
the saloons would never do them any harm. Let 
us put our trust in moral forces alone.” 

What nonsense! If there were a rattlesnakes’ 
den on the hill back of that good brother’s house, 
it is to be supposed that he would teach his boys 
how dangerous rattlesnakes are and would men- 

tion the matter in family prayer every morning, 

and, perhaps, every evening, and carefully let the 
rattlesnakes alone! 

Thc facts arc that a very small part of the 
hoys of the land ever come under Sundav school 
teaching at all; that, upon thousands of those 
who are in the Sunday school the lessons make 
very small impression in comparison with thc 
lessons of real life all around them! The saloon 
has a thousand chances for the destruction of 
the hoys of thc country, where thc Sunday school 
has one chance for their salvation. 

Even if you could teach every boy in the Sun- 
day school not to drink, and could teach him so 
well that he would forever remember the lesson, 
you have not protected even him from the sa- 
loon. It touches him at a thousand places in his 
life with damage and trouble, corrupts the poli- 
tics of the government under which he lives, 
disturbs the finance that means for him prosper- 
ity or poverty, and, when lie, in turn, shall he 
the father of a family, will threaten his boys. 

Nor is that all. What about the girls of your 
Sunday schools? Teach your boys not to drink, 
and yet the saloon is today teaching the drink- 
habit to thousands of other boys who will ruin 
and blight the lives of the Sunday school girls. 

I he lesson that is worth while teaching on this 
Temperance Sunday is the lesson of the sin 
and disgrace of legalizing the 3,000-year-old ser- 
pent’s den. The thing our modern Sunday school 
should count for is not an exhortation against 
drinking, but a crushing crusade against drink- 
selling. Not warning people of thc danger of 
the snake bite, but a fearless stamping out of 
the snake’s nest. 

There are some new things to say to a Sunday 
school class in the matter of a “temperance” les- 
son. Never before had we such object lessons to 
point out to them. Never before was public 
attention so aroused upon the subject. The Pro- 
hibitionist who stands before a class or before 
the school, commands a respect for his theme 
that it never commanded before. Georgia, Okla- 
homa, Alabama, Mississippi—gone Prohibition in 
these last months, are thundering in the people’s 
ears, and the movement, spreading elsewhere, not 
only in the South, but in the North, as well, 
commands general attention as, perhaps, never 

before. 
The Prohibitionist who teaches the temperance 

lesson on March 29 is less excusable than ever 
before in the history of the temperance lesson, 
if he fails to make the teaching of the hour 
Prohibition, and to point, with unmistakable 
clearness, to the duty of the state and of the 
citizen to put the ban of the law upon a busi- 
ness, the results of which the world has known 
to be bad for three thousand years. 

Alcohol is a “food” most certainly. That foolish 
old question, “Is alcohol poison?” is again being 
discussed, this time by English physicians. No, 
of course, it is not poison. It is food—rich food 
—for the undertaker and the poorhouse. -Minne- 
apolis News. 

Perhaps fortunately, the saloon, whenever it re- 
ceives any check at the hands of the law, feels 
called upon to make an exhibit of its true charac- 
ter. Recently, in Brownsville, Neb., after a long 
legal fight, the last saloon was lawfully closed. 
Mr. R. V. Muir, a veteran Prohibitionist, has 
been prominent in the fight and the saloon sym- 
pathizers have bombarded his house with bricks 
and stones, and fired shots through his windows, 
as a result. M*r. Muir is to be congratulated upon 
the testimony to his excellent work and the sa- 
loon has simply given us another illustration of 
its inherent character. 


