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Chicago, March 19, 1908 

THE CAMPAIGN OF FALSEHOOD 
—MEET IT 

I he attempt of the liquor traffic to argue 
its ease before the American people is a 

movement toward coming into the open that 
ought to be cordially welcomed by every Pro- 
hibitionist. There is not a single fact upon 
the side of the liquor traffic in the whole 
round of the argument for and against 
license. At every point in the question of 
economic and civic results, in the broad ques- 
tion of finance, in the items of crime and 
pauperism—at every point, the full force of 
the facts is against the liquor traffic. If a 

fair hearing can be had before the American 
people, there is but one verdict and that will 
come speedily. 

The liquor interests’ only hope in the field 
of argument lies in misrepresentation and 
falsehood. Only as it can make the Ameri- 
can people believe lies, lias it any chance to 
secure their toleration. Accordingly we have 
the beginning of the most colossal campaign 
of falsehood that the country ever saw. 

It is not pleasant to make such a charge 
as that. We would be glad to believe that 
some, at least, of the more prominent liquor 
dealers of the country are honest and honor- 
able men, according to their lights. We 
would be glad to believe that the great dis- 
tillers and brewers and the leading whole- 
salers, men who have social standing and 
are frequently well thought of in the cities 
in which they live, are entitled to be con- 

sidered gentlemen. The representations 
which are being sent out in circulars and 
newspaper interviews and advertising mat- 
ter, make it absolutely impossible to hold 
any such an opinion. The circular of the 
Model License League, which we analyzed 
last week, was not the work of honest but 
mistaken gentlemen; it was rather the work 

of deliberate and malicious liars. The cir- 
cular of the Manufacturers’ and Dealers’ 

Club, which we are analyzing this week, and 
which is being sent out in large numbers, as 

we understand, from a half dozen different 

cities, is of similar character. Its mis- 
statements are not mistakes. When it di- 

verges from the facts it is not at points 
where there is reasonable ground for two 

opinions. It deliberately and maliciously 
misrepresents and prevaricates. 

This brings every Prohibitionist of the 
country squarely face to face with the neces- 

sity of making himself a champion of the 
truth and of.standing up, fearlessly and in- 

sistently, to point out the liquor dealer’s 
falsehood and assert in the hearing of all 
men that it is a falsehood. We need not 
allow the public to entertain the notion that 
the liquor traffic has a case which it can ar- 

gue with the Prohibitionist. We want to 
bend our energies upon showing to the pub- 
lic, what is as clear as daylight, that this 
thieving, murdering business is pleading for 
a continuation of life and that the plea upon 
its tongue is a lie. 

If we will do this, resolutely, faithfully, 
if we will bend every energy to reach with 
the truth as many people as the liquor dealer 
reaches with falsehood, if we will demand for 
the truth a hearing upon every possible oc- 

casion, will push our literature into the 
homes of the people, will put forward our 

speakers to be heard wherever men gather 
and will insist on the publication of the facts 
in the columns of the daily and weekly pa- 
pers, then the liquor traffic’s appeal to argu- 
ment will be its doom. 

But we must not forget that the situation 
is not without its perils. Unless we do rise 
to the occasion and meet this propaganda of 
falsehood with a powerful and universal 
championing of the truth, there is grave 
danger that the liquor devil will lead captive 
at his will so many of the voters of the coun- 

try that the Prohibition movement may, for 
the time, be stayed. 

Bemember this: That man who knows 
the truth and stands silent while a lie is 
told, but narrowly escapes the same respon- 
sibility for the falsehood that rests upon the 
liar. 

As never before in the history of the re- 

form and the party, every Prohibitionist is 
under obligation to be a propagandist. 

DR. SWALLOW 

The news that Dr. Silas 0. Swallow, who 
is. known and honored by every Prohibi- 
tionist in the United States and has won the 
respect of hundreds of thousands of citi- 
zens who have never allied themselves with 
the Prohibition party, is seriously ill at his 
home in Harrisburg, will come like tidings 
of personal sorrow to the readers of this pa- 
per. Dr. Swallow’s malady is reported to be 
typhoid-pneumonia, and the gravest fears 
are entertained as to the outcome. 

No man has ever done more valiant service 
for the Prohibition cause than Dr. Swallow. 
No man deserves higher honor among those 
who hate the liquor traffic and all its works. 

A patriot of the purest type, he has served 
his country, his state and his fellow citizens 
with a zeal and devotion and untiring self- 
sacrifice seldom paralleled and never excelled. 

Dr. Swallow has already reached an 

vance milestone in life, and it is natural t] 
his powers of resistance should be less than 
might be desired in this crisis. He has, how- 
ever, the reserve force of a clean life, and 
Prohibitionists everywhere will indulge the 
hope of good news. 

KANSAS AND THE CENSUS 

There has seldom been a clearer illustra- 
tion of how easy it is to make figures tell 
something very different from the truth than 
that which is furnished in the extracts from 
the Census reports which are being used by 
the liquor interests to discredit the Prohibi- 
tion system in the state of Kansas. 

The Prohibitionist cannot too strongly lay 
emphasis upon the fact that he is not, in any 
way, obliged to defend conditions either in 
Kansas or in any other so-called Prohibition 
states. The kind of Prohibition which they 
have in Kansas and in Maine is not the Pro- 
hibition that the Prohibition party contem- 
plates and is fighting for. A prohibitory 
statute on the statute books and an anti- 
Prohibition administration in power, is a 

combination that the Prohibition party re- 

pudiates, makes no effort to obtain, refuses 
to support and declines to defend. However, 
it is legitimate to point out the errors, wil- 
ful or otherwise, that the liquor advocates 
foist upon the people. 

Kansas is credited with 193 prisoners to 
every hundred thousand of the population of 
the state. This is startling when comparison 
is made with other states of the same section 
of the country. For Kansas is one of the 
North Central group of states and that group 
is blessed with an exceedingly low prison 
rate, the average being 75.2 per hundred 
thousand. A table of states might be se- 
lected which would make Kansas look better 
in comparison. For example, Massachusetts, 
in a group of states having an average of 
121.6 prisoners to every one hundred thou- 
sand of population, has a rate of 187.2; 
Florida has 211.1; Texas has 133.2; Mon- 
tana has 200.8; Wyoming has 219.5; Colo- 
rado 172.8; California has 210.2, while Ne- 
vada reaches 304.7. 

Such a table, however, would mean prac- 
tically nothing and little weight is to be at- 
tached to this showing. 

But Kansas is seen in a new light when we 

get at the real facts concerning her prison 
population and learn that the Census figures 
have deliberated included some eleven hun- 
dred United States prisoners in the peniten- 
tiary at Leavenworth and some three or four 
hundred prisoners who belong to Oklahoma 
and are imprisoned in the Kansas peniten- 
tiarv as a matter of convenience. 

We do not charge that the Census Bureau 
intentionally .discriminated against Kansas, 
but it is fair to sav that a Census Bureau 
that gives us statistics of this sort is woefully 
untrustworthy from any standpoint. 

THE SAFETY OF SCHOOLS 
The terrible disaster that befell the little 

suburb of Cleveland, Ohio, when a school 
building was destroyed by fire and the lives 
of almost two hundred school children lost. 
has set the whole country studying the ques- 
tion of fire protection in schoolhouses, and 
the showing is both lamentable and disgrace- 
ful. Prom almost every city comes the story 
of the discovery of fire-traps which would 


