
need only an accidental spark to repeat the 
horror of Collinwood. 

It is a bad commentary upon the adminis- 
tration of our public affairs that it takes the 
holocaust of two hecatombs of children to set 

T the public officials to paying attention to one 

of the clearest and most patent of their 
duties; and the sorry fact is that this condi- 
tion of things is paralleled in almost every 
branch of our public service. The two polit- 
ical parties that have divided power between 
them for the last half century, have given us, 
particularly in its municipal branches, gov- 
ernment that would disgrace the Cliff Dwell- 
ers of the Stone Age. 

Yet that our schoolhouses are fire-traps is, 
perhaps, not the worst thing that can be said 
about the reckless disregard of the safety of 
our children shown in our public schools. 
For years Chicago maintained one of its larg- 
est public schools in the midst of a reeking 
vice preserve that was almost unparalleled 
upon the continent, and even today the con- 

dition around some of the public schools of 
this city is but little better. Boston yet has 
a public school that is closed around with a 

solid phalanx of vice. New York sends thou- 
sands of boys and girls for an education into 
the very heart of its “tenderloin.” 

These facts could be paralleled in scores 

of American cities. They are facts that ought 
to drive the fathers and the mothers of the 
land into insistent, resistless action against 
the corrupt powers that make such things 
possible. 

MORE POST OFFICE CENSORSHIP 

What looks to us like a very dangerous 
measure, is being held in committee at Wash- 
ington as Senate bill No. 151S. This bill 
reads: 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled, That section 3893 
of the Revised Statutes be, and the same is 
hereby, amended by adding ‘And when any 
issue of any periodical has been declared non- 
mailable by the Postoffice Department, the 
periodical may be excluded from second-class 
mail privileges at the discretion of the post- 
master-general.” 

A provision of this sort looks harmless 
enough upon the face of it, but when the sit- 
uation is examined it appears in an alto- 
gether different light. By the interpretation 
of law that has been current for years past, 
the United States Postoffice Department has 
been a very real and effective, though not 

ostentatious, censor of newspapers. There 
are comparatively few newspaper offices in 
the country where there is not more or less 
apprehension as to what the Postoffice De- 
partment may do if it should happen to be 
displeased with the paper. 

Under the administration of an official 
who is now fortunately out of office, that ap- 
prehension became a panic. 

The holding that the second-class mailing 
rate is a mere privilege and, therefore, may 
be withdrawn from any publisher without 
the violation of any of his rights, enables the 
Postoffice Department, without a moment’s 
notice, to put out of business any paper 
which has met the displeasure of the officials 
of that department, and the courts will not 
review the acts of the department. 

This Senate bill, to which we call attention, 
merely proposes to place in the hands of this 
already too well armed department, addi- 
tional means for dealing with newspapers 
that have fallen under its displeasure. If the 
bill is passed, an arbitrary postoffice official, 
responsible to no one under heaven, may de- 
clare a paper unmailable, and the Post- 

master-General may immediately declare the 
second-class privileges withdrawn from that 
paper. The paper may be wholly innocent 
of any wrong-doing; may be published for 
the worthiest of motives; it may be deserving 
of tire widest hearing, but a bigoted partizau 
official, acting with more than Russian tyr- 
anny, may wipe it out of existence with the 
signature of his name. 

The bill should be killed. 

THE FULL DINNER PAIL 

Eight years ago the Republican party ap- 
pealed to the people of the United States for 
renewed lease of power, upon the argument 
of the ‘Tull dinner pail.” The people heard 
and granted the plea. From that day to this 
the government of the United States has been 
in the hands of the Republican party, with 
none to say them nay. There probably has 
never been a period of the history of the 
American people when party rule has been 
so complete and when party policies have 
been so uniformly enacted into law. 

Eight years ago the Prohibitionists told 
the people of the country that so long as the 
beer can is filled by the earnings of the 
workingman, so long as we pour into the till 
of the gin miller, in sheer waste, more money 
than we spend for the necessities of life, so 

long all seeming prosperity is delusive and 
disaster sure, sooner or later. 

The demonstration has come. In the 
midst of Republican power, when nothing 
menaces the perpetuity of that party’s hold 
upon the government, widespread panic 
seizes the world of finance, industries are 

crippled, far and near, and workingmen, by 
the tens of thousands, not only find the din- 
ner pail empty, but are without the opportu- 
nity of earning the wherewithal to buy a 

crust for themselves or their families. 
The Prohibitionist rises to point out the 

fact that during these eight years of Repub- 
lican prosperity we have poured down the 
liquor traffic’s greedy maw more than fifteen 
billion dollars of wealth. 

Look at that waste and then wonder, if 
you can, why continuous and unbroken pros- 
perity is impossible in this country. 

HUGHES AND A GREAT EVIL 

The fight which Governor Hughes of Hew 
York is leading against racetrack gambling 
and the appeal to sentiment which he makes 
by the publication of pathetic letters which 
have come to him from the victims of the 
gambling, can hardly fail to suggest paral- 
lels. 

Ho one should minify the importance of 
the crusade against race gambling. The evil 
is unquestionably great and demands a cure. 

•But no intelligent person for a moment 
fancies that the evil of racetrack gambling 
ever approximated a thousandth part of the 
evils of the liquor traffic. Where the race- 

track gambler has one victim, the saloon- 
keeper has victims galore and the voice of 
their plea for succor»is heard in every corner 

of the land. 
And yet this doughty champion of mor- 

ality, Hew York’s “clean” governor, has 
never lifted either hand or voice, even in 
the most indirect manner, against the liquor 
traffic. In the very capital of the state, al- 
most under the eaves of the executive cham- 
bers and the executive mansion, the liquor 
traffic not only carries on its abominable 
work,but flaunts the law of the state, and, 
so far as the world knows, Governor Hughes 
never heard of it. 

WOERTENDYKE IN COLORADO 

California Speaker Concludes Fine Campaign 
Among the Mountains. 

Denver, Colo., March 12—(Special correspond- 
ence) Mr. Jas. H. Woertendyke, of California, 
closed his work for the Colorado state committee 
with a great meeting tonight in Fruita. The last 
week has been the best of all. Interest has grown 
with every day. There has been raised this week 
$477.55, making a total of $2,306.15 for the entire 
campaign. 

Sunday, March 8, Mr. Woertendyke spoke three 
times in Denver. A local option campaign is on 
in the city, but marked interest was taken in 
each of his meetings, and especially the afternoon 
mass meeting in Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
church was well attended and the speaker was 

repeatedly applauded. During the day $196.65 
was raised for the party work. 

Monday Mr. Woertendyke spoke again in Den- 
ver, this time in Memorial Methodist Episcopal 
church. The church was full to the doors and 
$41.55 was raised in the collection. 

Tuesday night a fine crowd gathered in the 
Methodist Episcopal church in Colorado City 
and manifested great interest in the cause. This 
is the third visit Mr. Woertendyke has made to 
Colorado City, and each time the crowd increases. 

Wednesday, March 11, the best meeting ever 

held in Newcastle was in the Congregational 
church, other attractions and a mix-up on dates 
militated against the attendance, but about 120 
earnest listeners were out and for one hour the 
interest did not flag, not even in the collection, 
for $162.85 was added to the state funds. 

Thursday, March 12, the speaker reached Fruita 
where an earnest, enthusiastic crowd applauded 
and contributed $70.15 to carry on the great cam- 

paign. 

MAKING DESPERATE FIGHT 

Liquor Interests in Nebraska’s Capital in Fren- 
zied Struggle for Life. 

Lincoln, Neb., March 15—(Special correspond- 
ence)—Every effort is being made by the saloon 
to forestall the Prohibition victory scheduled for 

this city on April 7. The excise board has passed 
a “day-light saloon” ordinance, requiring the sa- 

loons, in the event of Prohibition's defeat, to 

close at seven o'clock p. m. It is known only as 

a trick to win support for the regulated saloon, 
to be revoked after the election, if the saloon 
wins. 

The saloon men are impressing foreigners into 

citizenship as their last hope. One saloonkeeper 
led forty Russians to court to take out their 

papers in advance 'of the election. The mayor is 
out against Prohibition on the ground that the 

government records show a larger number of in- 
ternal revenue tax receipts issued to Prohibition 

Topeka, Wichita and Kansas City than under the 

present license law in Lincoln. Clinton N. How- 
ard answers him in today’s Journal, in which he 

points out the important fact that the number of 
tax receipts issued to a Prohibition city in no 

wise indicates the number of saloons or joints 
in operation. 

Mr. Howard closed his Nebraska campaign at 

Superior last night, word coming of an extraor- 

dinary campaign. The meeting Friday night 
was moved from the Methodist church to the 

opera house by a vote of the audience, and every 

inch of room was taken, people standing for two 

hours in the corridor and on the steps to hear the 

address “A Ride on the Water Wagon.” 

Congressman Acheson of Pennsylvania has in- 

troduced a bill providing that in promotions in 
the military service of the United States pref- 
erence shall be given to total abstainers. 


