
joint hail from one to a half-dozen gambling slot 

machines, taking thousands of dollars in nickels 
and dimes and quarters from the pockets of men 

and boys. There were at least ten regular gam- 

bling houses running in the city, much of the 
time wide open, boys being admitted as well as 

men. Policy games were in operation from time 
to time and a racing poolroom operated openly. 

How much of private graft these various in- 

stitutions paid to public officials it is impossible 
to say. It is a well known fact that the pool 
room paid $5,000 a year to the city treasury. The 
other gambling dens paid various sums at various 
times under various administrations. The joints, 
under a system of nominal arrest and fine, which 
varied according to the administration in power, 

paid from $50 to $100 each per month, averaging 
at least $80,000 per year to the city treasury. 

The appointment of C. W. Trickett as special 
assistant attorney-general for Wyandotte county 
resulted in the suppression of all this lawless- 
ness, the closing of these saloon and the clean- 
ing out of the gambling joints, together with a 

host of immoral resorts. Today the liquor busi- 
ness has no foothold in Kansas City, Kansas, 
except in the shape of a very few obscure boot- 
leggers and the wagon delivery which comes 

over the border from Kansas City, Missouri, un- 

der the protection of the United States inter- 
state commerce laws. 

*** 

Concerning the results of this policy the brew- 
ers have made a series of misrepresentations. 
The article which was published in the Wash- 
ington Post opened with this paragraph: 

“A city of one hundred thousand popula- 
tion, bankrupt, its business demoralized and 
crime increasing daily, without a single ray 
of hope for the future—this is Kansas City, 
Kansas, today.” 
The various charges and misrepresentations 

made by the liquor interests may be summarized 
as follows: 

That the enforcement of the prohibitory 
law has reduced the business of the whole 
city to a state of bankruptcy. 

That the city government is running be- 
hind in its finances. 

That taxes are higher now than before the 
“joints” were closed. 

That the city is mired in a slough of debt. 
That since the “joints” were closed the 

city has voted $62,000 in bonds to pay the 
running expenses of the city. 

That the police force is so small that it is 
entirely inadequate to properly patrol the 
town. 

That the fire department is maintained at the 
lowest possible standard. 

That to enforce Prohibition injunction 
proceedings were brought against owners of 
“joint” property and the expense of hundreds 
of trials thrown upon the county. 

That there are more than 400 vacant store- 
rooms in Kansas City, Kansas. 

That there have been more murders each 
year since the “joints” were closed than be- 
fore that time. 

That the working men are not buying 
homes. 

That the banks are afraid of the city’s 
ability to meet its obligations. 

That the courts are more behind with work 
than ever. 

That the merchants have not prospered as 

they once did. 

In the matter of general business prosperity 
the bank deposits are a fair criterion. The arti- 
cles published have attempted to show that the 

exhibit made by the banks is poor. The con- 

trary is the fact and the figures published in the 

liquor dealers’ articles are deliberately falsified. 
On June 6, 1906, two days before Mr. Trickett 

was appointed assistant attorney-general, there 

was on deposit in all the banks of Kansas City, 
$10,586,157.81. At the close of business on the 

fifth day of March, 1908, there was on deposit 

$14,372,665.95. The showing, then, for the 

twenty-two months is a gain of 35.1 percent or 

$3,786,508.14. 
Since the joints were closed two new banks 

and one new trust company have been organized 
and are now successfully in operation. During 
the recent financial panic, not a single bank in 
Kansas City, Kansas, failed or suspended. This 
is the more remarkable when conditions in Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, are remembered. 

In considering the official finances of the city 
it needs to be remembered that the city was 

drawing a blood money revenue reaching almost 

$100,000 every year. When a thief stops stealing, 
or one who lives from vice abandons vice, the 

problem of living, of course, presents itself. 
Neither an individual nor a city can be honest 
and virtuous and at the same time have the “easy 
money” that comes from dishonesty and vice. 
Kansas City has lost its joint revenue, but Kan- 
sas City was not ruined thereby. 

* sk 
* 

In point of fact, the situation was not one of 

unalloyed prosperity when the joints were voted 
out. When Dr. Geo. M. Gray became mayor in 

December, 1906, five months after the joints 
were closed, he found the city with outstanding 
certificates of indebtedness to the amount of 

$171,979.29. He found judgments outstanding 
against the city, all antedating the closing of the 

joints, to the amount of $72,749.95. 
Under such conditions the city’s finances needed 

careful handling, and they have been handled 

carefully and successfully so that today the city’s 
financial condition is better than at any time in 
the past. Bonds have been issued to take up 

floating indebtedness, and the city is today upon 
a cash-paying basis. The city’s bonds have been 

purchased by the banks at premium, in spite of 
the statment of the liquor interests that the 
banks are afraid to carry city paper. The city is 

not mired in a slough of debt; the bonds issued 
have been issued, not to pay running expenses 
but to extricate the city’s finances from a con- 

dition into which they were plunged by the ad- 
ministrations which tolerated the joints and lived 
on the joints’ blood money, and the city tax rate 

today is lower than it was under the joint regime. 
The cutting down of the police force is a 

speciously told story, inconsistent with the facts 
in the case. 

In November, 1905, many months before the 
closing of the saloons, the police force of this 
city numbered fifty-four patrolmen, six ser- 

geants, six detectives, a captain and a chief. In 

the following year sixteen patrolmen were dis- 
pensed with. Two were dropped the next year. 
In January of the present year eight patrolmen 
and one additional detective were added to the 
force. The total decrease in the force, therefore, 
amounts to nine men and, under the improved 
conditions, this force has been amply adequate to 

deal with all the needs of the city for police 
protection. 

* * 

The fire department of the city, about which 
the liquor interests have circulated numerous 

reports, has been maintained at a state of effi- 

ciency. There are more men employed by the 

department today than when the joints were run- 

ning, and the men are paid, not as the liquor 
circulars have reported, by the business corpora- 

tions, but by the city, from money obtained by 
legitimate taxation. It is, however, a fact that 
at one time during the joint regime, conditions 
in this city were such that the business corpo- 
rations were obliged to contribute to pay the 
tire department. 

During the year 1907 the fire losses of the city 
were more than $71,000 less than during the 

year 1906. 

The attempt to represent that the enforcement 

of prohibitory law was a serious burden to the 

city in the way of court expenses, is a deliberate 
misrepresentation. The city, as such, had no 

expense from the enforcement of the prohibitory 
law. The costs of the proceedings were in every^ 
case charged against the owners of the prop- 
erty involved and were paid by the brewers who 
were backing the saloons. 

The startling story concerning “four hundred 
storerooms” is interesting and loses none of its 
interest upon investigation. In a city of the 
size of Kansas City there will always be a cer- 

tain number of places vacant. Some of these, 

owing to undesirable location, bad repair or 

disrepute, may be long vacant, as in any other 
city. In Kansas City there is a considerable 
number of buildings which were cheaply con- 

structed, in bad locations, for joint purposes 
When the joints were closed, these buildings 
naturally found new tenants only with difficulty. 
This difficulty was increased by the fact that the 
brewers who owned the buildings or had long- 
term leases upon them were unwilling to make 
the necessary repairs and alterations and in 

many cases refused to lease, believing that after 
a few months the storm would blow over and they 
would be able to open them again as joints. 

The actual condition at the present time is 

that, according to a count made by the post 
office carriers of Kansas City, on March 7 there 
were 111 vacant storerooms in the city. In the 
business center of the city there zvas not n 

vacant storeroom of any kind. 

Many of the places that were formerly joints 
are now paying their owners a higher rent for 
legitimate business purposes than they ever paid 
for joints. A count of the twenty-one places, 
formerly joints, in the three blocks, 400, 500 and 

600, on Minnesota avenue, shows sixteen of them 
paying the same rent in legitimate business which 
they formerly paid as joints, four of them pay 
ing higher rent, the increase ranging from $5 to 

$35 per month, apd only one paying a lower 
rent, $32.50 instead of $35. 

* * 
* 

Among the documents sent out by the liquor 
dealers is a big circular bearing the title “Cam- 
era Can’t Lie,” with photographs of buildings 
purporting to show “one hundred and eight of 
the more than four hundred vacant storerooms 
in Kansas City, Kansas.” The camera has been 
so truthful that it shows that some of the build- 
ings are occupied, although the circular alleges 
that they are unoccupied, and in other cases it 
shows that they are not the buildings which the 
circular asserts them to be. A careful canvass 

of the buildings shows that fifty-one of the one 

hundred and eight buildings of which pictures are 

presented and which are all asserted to be va 

cant, are actually occupied at the present mo 

ment and have been occupied for weeks and 
months past. Some of the remaining buildings 
have been rented and are soon to be occupied 
and some of them are merely temporarily va 

cant. 
The circular shows pictures of six former joint 

buildings on Minnesota avenue with the asser- 

tion that they are vacant. Five of these build- 
ings are occupied and the other has been rented. 
The circular also gives the numbers of eighteen 
store buildings on Central avenue which it asserts 
are unoccupied. A count shows that eight of 
these places are occupied and the occupants sell- 
ing goods in them. One of the eighteen is fic- 
titious; there is no such place. The nine re- 

maining places are actually vacant. 

Many of the buildings which are vacant were-' 
built for joint purposes, were never intended 
for any use except for joints and are in such a 

disreputable condition that no decent business 
would occupy them. They( will continue to dis- 
figure the city until they are torn down, when 


