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What Prohibition Would Do to St. Louis. 
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IF 
IT were proposed to pass a law providing for the dc | 

at ruction of St. Lsuis'industries upon which 45,000 wage 
earners dc|>end for their means of living, would any cit I 
izen of St. Louis or Missouri vote for it? 

If it were proposed to pass a law for the blotting out of 
one-third of the City of St. Louis, reducing its business activ- 
ities one third ond thus necessarily reducing its population 
oue third, would any citizen of St. Louis or Missouri rote 
for It? 

Yet this is what Prohibition would do to St. Loal*. 
If Prohibition were adopted in Missouri, twenty-four 

prosperous breweries In St. Louis, one of them the largest 
and finest in the world, would be closed and all of the em- 
ployes of these tweuty four plants would be thrown out of 
employment. Twelve brewery branches would be closed. The 
properties wouk*- destroyed and the men dependent upon 
fiem for their means of living would have to seek employ- 
ment elsewhere 
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This destruction of business aetirlties would not affect 
the breweries alone, but would affect all the allied indus- 
tries dependent upon them and the einplojes of these Indus 

t|>ies. It would affect all the stores, shops and factories 
whore these men and their families buy their supplies and all 
the tradesmen who labor for them. 

In short, about one third of tho 
•nufacturing and mercantile activi- 

now supported wholly or in part 
by 45,000 wage earners who work for 
the breweries and allied Industries, 
would cease. 

arc destructiveness of the cyclone would be mere 
^-"CdiHd’a play in comparison with the destructiveness of 
Prohibition. An earthquake, ho fur as it would effect prop- 
erty and business, would be preferable to it. 

This is the time for opening and creating 
industries, no *, or closing and killing tham. 

If it were proposed to pass a law forbidding any citizen 
of Missouri to drink beer, how many would vote fojr it? Yet 
Probibition is intended, by destroying the brewery Industry 

.and forbidding the sale of beer, to accomplish through in- 
direct means thia end which coujd not be attained directly, 

•The accompanying statement shows the effect Prohibi 
non would have on business and revenue inSt. Louis. It 
would place a heavy blight on the city. The figures are 

| appalling —ADV. 

ST. LOUIS BREWERS' ASSOCIATION. 
The above illustration is a reproduction of an 

advertisement of the St. Louis Brewers’ Asso- 
ciation which appeared on March 15 in the Sun- 
day edition fli the St. Louis Republic. It is 
worthy of remark that the Republic seems to un- 

derstand the seriousness of handling liquor ad- 

vertising of this sort well enough that it not only 
placed the letters, “Adv.” at the conclusion of the 
advertisement, but ran the word, “Advertise- 
ment,” seven times, corresponding to the seven 

normal colums of the page, above the whole dis- 
play. 

The map is intended to present the brewer's 
idea of what will be left of St. Louis after a 

Prohibition cyclone has passed over it, the black 
spots indicating the “ruin” which will be caused 
by the wiping-out of the breweries and their 
'branches.” The text of the advertisement is in- 
tended to enforce this and presents a mass of 
real and pretended statistics. 

ft is not the purpose of The National Prohibi- 
tionist here to enter into an analysis of these 
statistics. In many respects they are misleading 
and in some items false, but the falsity and the 
misleading character of so many similar docu- 

merits have been demonstrated that there is the 
less need of considering this. 

The one point that The National Prohibitionist 
desires to emphasize is this: The liquor business 
of the city of St. Louis is enormous, and, in 

every feature and detail, it is an organized rob- 
bery of every legitimate business and of the peo- 
ple of the city and the surrounding country. 

Let the map tell its own story unchallenged. 
Let it be conceded, for argument’s sake, that the 
brewing business does occupy such a large part 
of the city of St. Louis. 

What then? 
Simply that this huge part of the so-called busi- 

ness of St. Louis is a business of robbers whose 
prosperity is gained only by preying upon their 
neighbors. 

This huge business that boasts of such enor- 

mous operations, gives to no man who patronizes 
it the slightest return for the money that he 

spends, be it much or little. All the enormous 

payments and expenditures in which it glories 
are made because it steals the money of the peo- 
ple, not alone the large sums that it boasts of 
paying nut. but many times those amounts: steals 
that money from the weak and the unfortunate 

and the foolish and the debauched, robs the fami- 
lies of the poor, throttles legitimate industries, 
burdens the grocer and the meat market man 

with bad bills, and lives in the midst of the honest 
trade and industry of the city of St. Louis by 
preying upon it. 

Truly the advertisement says, “Every line of 
business, all kinds of investments and all wages 
paid in St. Louis would be affected by Prohibi 
tion.” 

Indeed, they would! 
Every legitimate enterprise of the city would 

be relieved of an incubus that weighs it down, 
of a vampire that sucks its heart’s blood, if the 

liquor traffic were abolished. 
Says the advertisement, “This is the time for 

opening and creating industries—not for closing 
and killing.” 

True that—of honest industries! 
And for that reason the pirate trade that, un- 

der the guise of an industry, preys upon every 
honest business and has its dirty hand in the till 
of every honest dealer and the pocket of every 
honest citizen, needs to be killed, that old indus- 
tries may thrive and new industries may be es- 

tablished. 

the brewers finally give up their last hope that 
the joints will be allowed to resume business. 

The charge that there have been more mur- 

ders since the joints have been closed is dis- 
proved by the records of the board of health, 
which show eighteen homicides in 1905, fourteen 
in 1906, and thirteen in 1907, including both 
murders and accidental killing. 

The working men are buying homes. The 
building of modest homes and buying of lots for 
homes is unprecedented. What is better, per- 

haps, the homes of the poor are happier than 
ever before. Festus Foster, the general secre- 

tary of the Associated Charities, in a published 
interview, says, “Fewer homes have been broken 
up because of dissipation last winter than during 
any similar time that I have been in the city." 

The courts are not further behind with work 
than ever before. By the testimony of the clerks 
of the courts, the dockets are today freer than 
ever before. In the police court many cases are 

still tried, and in large part this is because the 

pol.ce are now doing their duty where formerly 
their duty was neglected. Judge Sims of the 
police court, who has been quoted as against the 
Prohibition policy, denies that he gave the inter- 
veiw quoted and explains that under the old 
system the saloons paid the police and owned 
the police force; that officers were instructed not 
to make arrests for drunkenness because it would 
interfere with the business of the joints, and that 
today the arrests made are, in a very large part, 
the result of the saloons of Kansas City, Mis- 


