
NATIONAL ISSUE MOVEMENT 

Detailed Statement of National Committee’s Plan of Voters* Pledge 
Work—What Is to Be Done and Who Must Do It 

[The following political catechism is prepared 
by National Headquarters and is to be com- 
mended for its brief but complete presentation 
of facts that ought to be understood regarding 
the “National Issue” Movement.—Editor’s Note/] 

1. How many voters in 
the Uniteed States favor 
national Prohibition? 

At least 40,000,000 people 
the United States favor 
now living under Prohibi- 

tion laws enacted by themselves either by direct 
vote or by their chosen representatives. That 
is, a majority of two-fifths of all the voters of 
the nation, or at least 3,000,000 voters in this 
Prohibition territory alone (based on the 1904 

election) are constructively opposed to the sa- 

loon and the liquor traffic. 
But in addition to these it may be conserva- 

tively estimated that in all the rest of the coun- 

try at least one-third of the voters are also op- 
posed to the liquor business. 

That would include more than 2,500,000 addi- 
tional voters. 

Or, in all, there are, it may be conservatively 
estimated, 5,500,000 voters who are today op- 
posed to the legalized drink traffic and most of 
whom have already opposed it in local elections. 

Let these 5,500,000 voters once stand united 
at the polls for the national Prohibition of the 
liquor traffic and nothing can withstand their 
irresistible influence. 

2. What is the probable voting strength of 
the liquor traffic? 

The liquor business “controls,” that is, owns, 
for its own political purposes, less than 1,000,000 
voters who as drink-makers and sellers are now 

in its pay; and in addition not more than 2,000,- 
000 drunkards and hangers-on whose franchise 
might be controlled through their appetite. 

3. What about the other 5,000,000 votes? 
There are more than 5,000,000 American vot- 

ers, besides those noted, who are not connected 
with the liquor business, and a large proportion 
of whom might be won to the support of a 

straight national Prohibition issue, if it seemed 
at all hopeful of success. 

4. What have these facts to do with the 
“National Issue Club Movement?” 

These facts are the basis for the “National 
Issue Club’s” purpose to enroll at least 5,000,000 
voters in the United States in a covenant to 

support at the polls November 3, next, only such 
candidates for President and Vice-President as 

place themselves on record for national Prohi- 
bition of the liquor traffic. 

5. Has the “National Issue Club" a definite 
plan of organization to push this 5,000,000 en- 

rollment canvass? 
Yes. The “National Issue Club” proposes to 

organize every election district in the United 
States—whether precinct, ward, township, parish 
or county—with a local branch consisting of two 
or more members, who have signed the National 
Issue Pledge, and will agree as far as possible 
to give every voter in their district a chance to 
enroll himself by signing one of the blanks. 

6. What is the text of the “National Issue" 
pledge? 

Every pledge reads as follows: 

“Believing that the prohibition of the 
manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors for 
beverage purposes is the most important 
national issue before the American people, 
and that this question should be settled at 
the elections in 1908, I, a voter in this elec- 

tion district, hereby pledge myself to support 
only such candidates for President and Vice- 
President in 1908 as will place themselves 
on record as favoring the entire prohibition 
of the manufacture and sale of alcoholic 
liquors for beverage purposes. 

“I have the privilege of releasing myself 
from this obligation at any time by notifying 
the secretary of my district or national head- 
quarters, the Temple, Chicago, in writing, 
of my resignation as a member.” 

7. Is the “National Issue Club” canvass con- 

fined to any one or more sections of the country? 
No. Already there are earnest and enthu- 

siastic workers and canvassers for the National 
Issue Pledge movement enrolled in forty-seven 
states and territories of the Union, and their 
numbers are being rapidly increased daily. 

8. Who is wanted to press the National Issue 
Pledge canvass—voters, non-voters, or both ? 

Everybody who is interested, but in particular 
—you! Whether you are a voter or a non- 

voter, man, woman, boy or girl, you are the one 

who is needed to help this great movement in 
the district you live in. If you will help, write 
Chairman Jones, 92 La Salle street, Chicago, 
today. 

9. What badge or emblem does each National 
Issue Pledge-signer receive? 

Every member of the “National Issue Club,” 
i. e., every one who signs the National Issue 
Pledge, will receive the beautiful oval emblem 
button, which upon a pure white background 
shows in gold letters the watchwords: “The 
National Issue”—“Settle It—1908,” inscribed 
above and below an American eagle in the cen- 

ter bearing a shield of the national ensign in 
colors. 

10. What fees or dues are required of Na- 
tional Issue Club members? 

There are no compulsory dues, but it is sug- 
gested that each member pay into the local 
branch treasury or remit to National Chairman 
Charles R. Jones, 92 La Salle street, Chicago, 
a membership fee of 25 cents or more to aid in 
extending the movement as rapidly as possible 
throughout the country. 

11. When may each district branch of the 
National Issue Club be organized? 

Every electoral district in the United States 
should organize its own particular branch of the 
National Issue Club as soon as there are two 
or more members of the club in that district. 

12. What officers shall each district organiza- 
tion elect? 

A president, vice-president, secretary and 
treasurer shall constitute the executive commit- 
tee and be elected to serve until the first meet- 

ing in March or September or until their suc- 

cessors are chosen. 

13. District meetings? 
At the call of the president, the executive com- 

mittee or three or more members. 

14. How shall the work in each district be 
carried on? 

Aside from all general suggestions from the 
national chairman, each club shall devise its own 

plans for the work in its district. An enroll- 
ment fee of one dollar shall be sent to National 
Chairman Charles R. Jones, 92 La Salle street, 
Chicago, by each club secretary with a report 
of its organization and the names and addresses 
of its officers. 

Suggestions, Prohibition literature and news 

and other supplies will be promptly sent to the 

secretary of each district branch club by Chair 
man Jones, as soon as he receives notice of it> 

organization. 
15. How long will it take to secure the 5,000.- 

000 signatures to the National Issue Pledge? 
That depends on how many of us unite in this 

movement and keep it up until “our own district' 
is thoroughly canvassed. 

For instance, if 500,000 Prohibition workers 
in the United States—there are easily twice that 

many—put in just an hour apiece today and eacli 
secure the names of only ten of their friends, 

the whole 5,000,000 would be easily secured be 

fore dinner-time. 

Or, let only one-tenth of that number, 50,000 
Prohibition friends, secure ten names a day for 
ten days—in that case the 5,000,000 signatures 
would be obtained in less than a fortnight’s time. 

Or, suppose only 10,000 Prohibition friends, 
one in each of 10,000 election districts, began 
today and each secured only twenty-five names 

per week—it would take but one month to 

reach the first 1,000,000 mark—and twenty weeks, 
at the same rate, to complete the 5,000,000 en- 

rollment. 

We need and expect to add an average of at 

least 1,000 new canvassers every week, and soon 

double and triple this number weekly. 
Every friend who is willing to at once become 

one more canvasser for at least 100 names, will 

help set the ball rolling with irresistible im- 

petus. 

16. What hope is there that the question of 

Prohibition will become the great national issue 
in this national campaign of 1908? 

First. The people are at last wide awake to 

the great issue, and the wonderful Prohibition 
movement which began in the South is now vie 

t'oriously sweeping through every section of the 

land. 
Second. The entire liquor traffic of America 

really panic-stricken at the rising tide of long 
overdue public condemnation, are openly con- 

solidating their interests in the strongest na 

tional organizations that unlimited capital and 

frightened greed can devise or achieve, with the 
avowed purpose to make direct assault upon 

every local Prohibition community and lay siege 
to every state where the saloon business has been 
abolished. 

This means that the patriotic citizenship of 
America must take up their gauge of final con 

flict thus impudently flung down, and meet them 

squarely in nation-wide battle, or retire from 
the field disastrously worsted. 

Third, and most significant, The great daily 
press and political leaders of the nation by their 
own confession, recognize that the people will 
this year decide the issues of the campaign, and 

that the Prohibition reform is the one supreme 

question of the hour in three-fourths of the 
states of the Union, and instead of receding, is 

rapidly assuming larger and larger proportions. 
Declared Governor Folk of Missouri in a pub 

lie address at Washington, Pa., March 1, 1908: 

“The question in the minds of the people of 
the United States today is the liquor business. 
Wherever you go throughout the whole country 
you will find the people talking, not of tariff, 
insurance or corporation matters, but of the 
liquor business.” 

Another notable declaration is that made edi 
torially by tbe famous Washington Post, March 
6, 1908: 

“Everything political is in a chaotic state. 
Nobody knows what a Democrat is, nor is it 
much easier to tell what a Republican is. 

“No man can imagine what will be written on 

the page of our political future of the next dec- 
ade. 

“All we know is that the old parties are dead." 


