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Chicago, March 26, 1908 

THE ''WAVE” 

“Why,” writes a correspondent, “are we 

hearing less about the ‘Prohibition wave’? 
Has it reached its height and begun to re- 

cede, or is it sweeping on?” 

For our own part we have not been con- 

scious that the Prohibition wave is occupy- 
ing less of public attention than formerly, 
although, when we come to think of it, it ap- 
pears that the movement has lost something 
of its spectacular character and begins to be 

recognized in a somewhat more businesslike 

aspect. The public now understands that the 

great uplift in Prohibition sentiment in the 

closing months of 1907 was not a mere effer- 

vescence, not a passing spasm of feeling, but 
a mighty forward step that had its logical 
causes, that came in accordance with fixed 
and easily understood laws and that marks a 

definite epoch in the progress of the Anglo- 
Saxon race. A “wave,” perhaps, we may 
continue to call it, but it is not like the sea 

waves which we know; rather one of the 

great continental waves of geological history 
that lift mountain tops cloudward. 

The movement is by no means at its height, 
although we have become so accustomed to it 
that we cease to greet its advance with fire- 
works and oratory. Since the middle of 

1907, Georgia, Alabama, Oklahoma and Mis- 

sissippi have become Prohibition states, while 

perhaps almost an equal area of territory has 
voted out the saloon by local option. Large 
as these accomplishments seem, they are al- 
most equaled by other successes that, are the 

practical foregone conclusions of the near 

future. The doom of the saloon in the state 
of North Carolina is written. In the lan- 

guage of the old dispatches, “It’s all over ex- 

cept the shouting.” In Tennessee the liquor 
traffic will find it very difficult to hold even 

the central citadels of which it has felt so 

sure, beyond the next meeting of the legisla- 
ture. Something is likely to happen in Ken- 

tucky. Louisiana is powerfully stirred. The 

mighty bulk of Texas heaves with agitation 
and in at least a half dozen other states the 

liquor business is seriously concerned about 

its future, while the growth of local Prohibi- 
tion territory is almost as steady as the sum- 

mer growth of the corn fields. 
Yet it will not do for Prohibitionists to get 

the idea that the fate of the movement can 

be entrusted to the “wave.” The battle (if 
we may so mix the metaphor)—the battle 

against the liquor traffic is far from won 

yet. The liquor business, alarmed for the 
first time in decades, is rousing itself to fight 
and for the first time is beginning to appreci- 
ate its own tremendous power. If it were 

true that money can do everything, the Pro- 
hibition cause would be hopeless, for the 
brewer’s and distiller’s dirty dollar is in the 
field with great power. The men who for 

years have enjoyed the ill-gotten gains of the 

liquor traffic are in no disposition to let this 
wealth slip through their fingers. They will 

fight for it; they are fighting for it with the 
utmost desperation and with the use of the 
foulest means. 

It is a time when devotion, courage and 
heroism are needed as they have been needed 
but seldom in all the world’s history before. 
It is true that “truth is mighty,” and all the 
rest of those adages of similar character that 
have come down to us are also true, but it is 

true, as well, that Truth never wins save as 

she has champions who are willing to adven- 
ture for her to the last desperate limit of 

daring deed and bitter sacrifice. It is not by 
“waves” that human progress in the past has 
made its way, but by heart throbs. Great 
causes have not ridden to triumph upon spas- 
modic movements. They have marched to 

victory with the short, hard stride of fighting 
men, and enthusiasts have bridged the 
chasms in the way with their bodies, and the 
adamantine walls of opposition have melted, 
not before eloquence and applause, but at the 

alchemy of the blood of heroic sacrifice. 
The laws of progress have not changed a 

whit. We must not forget that. If the Pro- 
hibition cause is to win in the near future, 
there must be such service and such sacrifice 
on the part of some of us as we have little 
dreamed of. 

AGAIN THE WAVE 

Still discussing the matter of “the wave,” 
the Prohibitionist needs to be warned against 
the notion that some mysterious power, some 

force from without, has relieved him, or is 
about to relieve him, of his responsibility for 
the progress of the Prohibition reform, and 

that, instead of pushing forward to the bat- 

tle, the time has come for us now to “stand 
still and see” some wonderful salvation. 

We do not believe that there is any serious 

danger that any considerable number of our 

Prohibitionists will fall into such an error, 
but such a notion seems to be in the air and 
we must guard against its finding lodgment 
where it will work pernicious results. 

In point of fact, the Prohibition wave, up 
to the present time, has not accomplished any 
great, lasting result for the progress of the 
Prohibition reform, save as it has opened the 

way for the Prohibition party. For decades 

we have been engaged in a task that ha.* 

seemed very much like assaulting mountain 
walls of rock with pen points. The indiffer- 
ence and scorn of the American people, their 
absolute refusal to listen to our contention? 
have been enough to appall the stoutest. The 
Prohibition wave, which in reality was onlv 
the yielding of the public mind to our per- 
sistent agitation, has left open to us a thou- 
sand gateways that were closed before; and 
the road of Progress stretches straight before 

us, with every barrier down or weakened and 

ready to fall. 
This presents to us a crisis. Not an houi 

when we can afford to wait to see what greai 
things will happen; not a time when we are 

to hope for something from without, but a 

crisis in which, rallying all our powers, draft 

ing to the service every resource which we can 

command in the present or mortgage for the 

future, we must ourselves go forward. 
Whether the Prohibition wave is to be the 

final end of the drink traffic in America and 
we are to see in the near future the redemp 
tion of the Republic from the alcoholic curse, 

or whether the movement is to be stayed and 

perhaps recede, depends, in large measure, 

almost wholly, upon the campaign of 1908, as 

the Prohibition party shall fight it. Whal 
the ballot box says on the evening of the 
third day of November in this present year 
of Grace, will be almost the ultimate word in 
the matter. The real progress of the move 

ment, the real success of the "wave” will be 

definitely measured by our vote as it shall be 
recorded there. 

If there are enough Prohibition balloti- 
cast on the third of November to make it 

clear to every American citizen that the Pro 
hibition party is a factor which must, here 
after forever, be reckoned with in American 
politics, the wave crests will be lit with the 
light of victory; but if, on the evening of 
that day, it shall be found that only a hand- 
ful of American citizens have stood true, it 
will require no prophet’s ear to hear the rip- 
pling of the wavelets as the tide recedes for 
another long period of waiting in shame and 
sorrow. 

And all this depends not merely upon “us,” 
but upon YOU, the individual Prohibition- 
ists to whom this message will come. 

REFORM AND CONGRESS 

The International Reform Bureau, which 
serves a most excellent purpose in keeping 
up an agitation in Washington in behalf of 
moral measures, in a circular letter which 
will probably reach many of our readers, la- 
ments the fact that, up to the present time, 
practically nothing has been done by Con- 
gress in the way of recognition of the great 
wave of interest in the Prohibition question 
which has swept the country. A mass of 
bills intended, most of them, to protect Pro- 
hibition territory from the interstate traffic- 
in intoxicating liquors, lie buried in com- 

mittees, many of them in the hands of the 
judiciary committees, which have been so or- 

ganized as to assure their suppression, and_ 
the Reform Bureau appeals for what it cal- 
“telegraphic sharpshooting” for the purpose 
of stimulating action upon these measures. 

We have no quarrel with anyone who de- 
sires to engage in an operation which the 


