
THE RECONNAISSANCE 
A Critical Review of Current Newspaper Thought and Utterance upon the “ Drink Problem** ! 

WATTERSON! O WAT- 
TERSON ! ! ! 

If anything were needed to persuade 
the kindly and indulgent reader of the 
once glorious Courier-Journal, that the 
editor of that paper has gone “clean 

daffy,” it must be found in the poor old 
Colonel’s reiterations of his exposed and 

exploded falsehoods about the Prohi- 
bition movement. In one of the dou- 
ble-leaded editorials which are always 
recognized as the work of Colonel Wat- 
terson, on March 18, the Courier- 
Journal cries out: 

Is the Democratic party of Ken- 
tucky prepared, "in convention as- 

sembled." to traverse a century of 
Democratic history and to proclaim 
its adhesion to sumptuary laws so 

abhorrent to the fathers of Democ- 
racy? If it is not the sooner the lead- 
ers of the party in the state recover 

their lost poise and balance so as to 
resist the encroachments of fanati- 
cism, the better for the future of the 
party, as a party, and the people, as 

a people. Democracy can never stand 
in Kentucky, or anywhere else, upon 
the prohibition idea, but least of all 
in Kentucky, where hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars in property values, 
trademark values, tax values are in- 
volved, directly affecting a consider- 
able percentage of the population, and 

indirectly affecting all the population. 
The simple issue which is presented 

us by the advocates of Prohibition— 
for nothing less will satisfy the in- 
tolerant religionaries and their retinue 
of red-nosed angels, the pharasaic 
politicians—is this: shall we perpe- 
trate an industrial revolution, extin- 
guishing these millions of values and 
involving widespread disaster, in or- 

der to make Kentucky "as dry as 

Maine,” which is not dry at all ? 

One is almost inclined to pity a writer 
who feels so badly as the author of that 
sort of stuff must. It touches in some 

way the same chords that are moved by 
a maniac’s devotion to his pet delusion. 
Yet there seems to be a glimmer of 
method in the Colonel’s madness, after 
all, for he goes on to say: 

Nothing has been more clearly dem- 
onstrated than the futility of under- 
taking to curb human appetite by 
sumptuary legislation. The United 
States Census Bureau has gathered 
statistics which show that the number 
of arrests for drunkenness increases 
with the decrease of the number of 
saloons, and that there is the most 
drunkenness where, in proportion to 
population, the number of licensed sa- 

loons is smallest, or where total Pro- 
hibition is in force. 

Certainly this is not madness but 
mendacity, for Colonel Watterson 

knows, and every one knows, that the 
United States Census Bureau has gath- 
ered no statistics of the sort, and that 
that whole fake was exposed months 
ago. But it fires the old Colonel with 
new furore and he rushes into almost 
a column more of denunciation of Pro- 
hibition, foaming at the mouth, to use 

no very extreme figure, over the dread- 
ful things that have happened and will 
happen, and, in conclusion, striking, as 

we may fancy, an attitude, shrieks forth 
to all the stars: 

Infamy unspeakable; fanaticism in- 
tolerable ; is the Democratic party of 

Kentucky to become their god-father? 
Poor old Colonel! And sometimes 

they last quite a while after they get as 

bad as that. 

THE BREWERY SALOONS 
AND BADNESS 

The Minneapolis Tribune tries to ex- 

plain the bad character of the saloon 
as follows: 

The multiplication of saloons under 
brewers’ licenses degraded the quality 
of them by competition until the low- 

the bad character of many of the sa- 

loons owned by the breweries—a fact 
which discredits the pretensions of the 
brewers to grave anxiety for the re- 

spectability of the trade—the Tribune's 
statement concerning the good charac- 
ter of the “independent” saloons is 
clearly contrary to well known facts. 
Many of the most notoriously villain- 
ous of the saloons of Chicago and of 
New York are saloons that have no re- 

lations with the brewers except to pay 
their bills for beer. The palatial estab- 

A NEW USE FOR AN OLD BOuK 

"Brethren, l call your attention to these texts: Wine niaketh glad the 
heart of man; Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine 
unto those that be of heavy hearts; Drink no longer water, but use a little 
wine for thy stomach’s sake.” ^ —Philadelphia North American. 

est and weakest were driven to main- 
tain themselves by practices intoler- 
able by any decent community. The 
10 or 20 percent of independent sa- 
loons seldom offend decency or dis- 
turb public order. 

The offense comes from the lower 
kind of brewery-maintained saloons 
and they are driven to it to escape 
starvation. The wisest among the 
brewers are beginning to recognize this 
but they shrink from the only radi- 
cal cure. 

That is such strict limitation of the 
number of saloons in every city as 
should make a license a profitable pos- 
session and give its holder a material 
interest in escaping forfeiture by obey- 
ing the law. 

While there is no doubt at all about 

lishments of the noted officials of the 
liquor dealers’ associations and the pal- 
ace barrooms of the great hotels are 

quite as villainous and quite as much 
a scandal to right public sentiment, as 

the lowest dives that the brewers run 

anywhere. 
The Tribune's “radical cure” is sheer 

quackery. There are, in all our great 
cities, hundreds of saloons the license 
of which is a “gold mine” and the 
owners of which are under all sorts of 
bonds to obey the law, yet which vio- 
late every related law of God and man 

twenty-four hours of every day the 
year through. The Tribune has another 
guess coming. 

“WHY RAGE THE HEATHEN?” 

Midas Criterion, the well known liquor 
organ, gives its readers in every num- 

ber entertaining and instructive letters 
from representatives of the liquor trade 
at important centers throughout the 
country. One of these letters is always 
from Cincinnati. The letter which comes 

from that city under date of March 10 
and is published in the Criterion of 
March 16 is more than usually inter- 
esting. The writer comments upon the 
passage in the Ohio legislature of the 
so-called Rose bill which makes the 
county the unit in local Prohibition in 
Ohio in the following stoical strain : 

It was no surprise to the trade, as 
stated in previous letters; it was a 
sort of case of waiting-at-the-morgue 
to see the remains carried in! The 
only question was the size of the ma- 

jority. Optimistic whisky and beer peo- 
ple thought there was a chance to cut 
that majority down; but it doesn’t 
show in the returns. Every legisla- 

The LIFE and 
WORKS of 
Paul Laurence 

Dunbar 
There s a world of inspiration 
in the life story of this young 
negro, who in spite of cir- 
cumstances, which seemed 
hopeless, wrote so beautifully 
and cheerfully, and won un- 

dying fame for himself with- 
in the brief span of 33 years. 

President Roosevelt says, 441 was a great admUJf^ of his poetry and his prose.” Heretofore his 
workstcost}$25.00. We now offer in one large, illustrated volume his Complete Poetical Works, his best short stories and inspiring biography for 
$1.75 postpaid—16,000 already sold. H ju 

A Live Seller for Agents 
Agents are coining money. Mr. J. C. Williams, 
Iowa, just writes: “Have received my Dunbar 
outfit and in eight hours sold eighteen copies— 
profits $19.00." C. D. Higgins, Ohio, says: “Sold seventh*'-- 1 * 

$72.25.” Sta 
tory. We paj 
on credit, and 
■m » 

J. L. Nichols & Company, 
NAPERVILLE, ILL. 

Rider Agents Wanted 
in each town to nde and exhibit sample 
igo8 model. Write for Special Offer. 

Finest Guaranteed 07 
1908 Models 
with Coaster-Brakes and Puncture-Proof tires. 
1006 & 1007 models d»7 AfA 
all of best makes V « ro V »« 

500 Second-Hand Whoela 
AU makes and niodels, ^ O 
good as new. VW V® 

Great Factory Clearing Sale. 
We Ship On Approval without a 

cent deposit, pay the freight and allow 

: TEH DAYS' FREE TRIAL. 
Tires, coaster-brakes, parts, re- 

pairs and sundries, half usual prices. Do not 
W^p buy till you get our catalogs and Oder, write now. 
w MEAD CYCLE CO., Dept.S215 Chicago 

PROHIBITION LECTURES. 
New book by Rev. Worthen, great 

temperance man of Southwest. Pun, wit 
and PACTS. Sales equal well known 
“Ballroom to Hell”; either book, 25c, 
both for 45c, postpaid. Stamps taken. 
EVANGELICAL PUB. CO., Chicago. 

KITCHEN ECONOMIZER; send 10c for 
greatest knife, that peels vegetables 
like wafers; will shave cabbage for 
slaw; potatoes for Saratoga chips, and 
scale flsh. You need one. The Depend- 
able Co., Box 985, Orange, N. J. 

Subscribers' Wants. 
Readers of The National Prohibitionist 

may use this column for publishlhiMlMfe- 
wants or wares. The ohartfe Is thre* 
cents for each word, the cash to ao 
company orders. 200.000 Interested 
peeple read this column each week. 

EXCHANGE FOSTAJU3—Scenery, pub- lic buildings. No comic. E. M. S. Warn. 
501 Anderson St., Bernal Heights, Son 
Francisco. 


