
that, "no legislature has the right to barter away 

the public health or public morals,’ that no gov- 

ernment has the right to raise its revenue al 

the expense of public health and of public morals, 
no matter how important or imperative that 

revenue may be. 
In considering the question, Can we do with- 

out the twenty-eight percent of national revenue 

paid by the*liquor traffic? we need to hold our- 

selves close to the facts. 
The first fact which presents itself is this: 

The liquor traffic does not pay this revenue— 

that is, does not produce or introduce it from 
some outside and independent spurce. It simply 
acts as the tax collector, taking the money from 

the people and handing it over to the govern- 
ment. » 

It is the sheerest nonsense to suggest that the 

people who now provide the liquor traffic with 
the $213,000,000 which it “pays” as revenue and 
in addition forfeits to it more than $2,000,000,000 
every year cannot dispense with the services of 
this expensive tax collector and pay the revenue 

without either his assistance or his heavy impo- 
sition of collection fees. 

In fact, should the people abolish the liquor 
business, pay directly to the government, by any 

method they might choose, the $213,000,000 of 

revenue and keep for themselves the rest of the 

money that they now pay annually into the 
traffic's till, the people would be, every year, 

more than $2,000,000,000 better off for the change. 
For it must be held clearly in view in all this 

that the liquor traffic stands in a class by itself, 
wholly apart from and unlike other businesses. 
It performs no service for the people; it con- 

tributes nothing to the public welfare; it gives 
to no man from the product of whose toil it 

takes a part the slightest valuable return for 

his money. 
Attention needs to be called to the fact that 

experience, over a long term of years, has al- 

ready proved it to be possible to administer the 

affairs and meet the expenses of our national 

government without the aid of the liquor traffic as 

a revenue collector. The. first collection of in- 

ternal revenue from the liquor business was 

under a federal law passed in 1791. Revenue 

from the liquor business was collected under this 

law until 1802. In that year the law was repealed 
and all internal revenues abolished. None were 

again collected until 1813, when the internal rev- 

enue system was again resorted to to meet the 

expenses of the second war with England, and 

liquor revenue again helped to pay federal ex- 

penses. 
In 1817 this was discontinued, and from that 

time until 1861 no internal revenue was col- 

lected, and. except in the small sums paid as cus- 

toms duties, the liquor traffic made no real or pre- 

tended contributions to national revenues. 

In 1861 a measure of internal revenue was 

again resorted to, and in 1862 an elaborate sys- 

tem of taxation prepared under which the liquor 
traffic again began to be considered a source of 

public revenue. 

It is a well known fact that many of the strong- 
est leaders of the Republican party in 1862 were 

bitterly opposed to the proposition to raise pub- 
lic revenue from a national vice and President 

Lincoln seriously scrupled to give his approval to 

the measure. 

We must remember that the appearance of the 

liquor traffic as an organized force dates from 

the imposition of this revenue tax. Under it 

the traffic has grown to be the corrupt power 

that it today is in politics and to have the ability 
that it today has to deceive and debauch the 

public thinking and the public conscience. The 

theorv that a tax upon a traffic is a restriction 

and retards its growth, in this case at least, 
proves false. Excepting actual Prohibition, there 

is nothing that the brewers and distillers would 

probably resist more vigorously than the removal 

of the tax that enables them to pose as the great- 
est contributors to the public revenues. 

In proposing to manage the affairs of govern- 

ment without liquor revenue, the Prohibitionist 
has no thought of making such an attempt under 
a continuation of the present system of graft 
and waste. So long as the “pork barrel” is 

shamelessly the one item of legislation in which 
three-fourths of the members of both houses of 

Congress are most interested, so long as petty 
grafting, amounting in the aggregate to millions 
of dollars can be traced to the gravest of the 
Senators and the most patriotic of the Repre- 
sentatives, so long, not because of these items 

alone, but because of the spirit with which they 
are in harmony and which enters into all financial 

legislation—so long no system of revenue can 

make the administration of the government’s 
financial affairs satisfactory. 

There is ample ground to believe that, were the 
whole system of revenue from alcoholic liquors 
abandoned, either because of the adoption of na- 

tional Prohibition or because of the development 
of the national conscience to a point where it 
would refuse to pay governmental expenses from 
the price of shame and blood, and at the same 

time there were put in operation an honest, eco- 

nomic system of governmental expenditures, it 
would be found that such other revenue as we 

now have would be fully sufficient for all the 
needs of government upon a basis of adminis- 
tration, broad, generous and dignified enough to 

comport with our national greatness. 
In other words, more than twenty-eight per- 

cent of our present federal expenses is probably 
chargeable to graft and waste. 

Still the final answer to the problem of meet- 

ing governmental expenses without revenue from 

a vicious traffic will doubtless lie in a complete 
reconstruction of our whole system of federal 
taxation. The Prohibition party, when it comes 

to power, will doubtless be called upon to do 
away with the cumbersome, grotesque and in- 

equitable system of taxation that for a century 
and more has been alike unjust, ineffectual and 
the agent of corruption, and to put in its place, 
by constitutional amendment if necessary, a new 

system, drawing government revenues equitably 
and directly from the government’s proper source 

of supply, the wealth of the people. 
Today billions of wealth, of both corporate 

and individual ownership, wholly escapes taxa- 

tion and bears no part of the burden of public 
expense. In the new order of things, under wise 
laws and honest administration, the expenses of 
government, local, state and national, will be 
met, not by a haphazard “catching,” here and 
there, of items of taxable property unfortunately 
exposed, not by indirect levies upon the necessi- 
ties of life or the processes of business, but by 
systematic, fair and moderate assessment upon 
the whole wealth of the country. 

Such a system it would doubtless be impossi- 
ble for either of the old parties to establish; but 
for a new, untrammeled party, coming to power 
in a great moral awakening, it will be an easy 

possibility. 

Michigan Convention 

Kalamazoo, Mich., March 28—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The Prohibitionists of Michigan will 
hold their state convention in this city on April 
15. There is much Prohibition work going on in 
different parts of the state and it is hoped that 
the convention will reflect the interest that has 
been awakened. 

Jas. H. Frye is campaigning in Louisiana and 
reports large and orderly meetings, usually on 

the streets. Mr. Frye expects to speak not less 
than ten times per week and to give all his time 
to Prohibition work in the future. The Republi- 
can candidate for governor of Louisiana is stump- 
ing the state for high license. 

FOR THE CLARK MEMORIAL 

Centennial Committee Asks Aid to Erect Tab- 
let in Honor of the Founder of First 

Temperance Society 
Up to this time the committee of prc n 

of the World’s Temperance Centennial Congress 
to be held at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., in June 
of this year, have made no public appeal for 

funds, but have carried on the financial part of 
the work quietly, with what membership fees 
and voluntary contributions have come in. It is 
desired to erect a bronze tablet to the memory 
of Dr. Billy J. Clark, founder of the first tem- 

perance society in history, at the place where 
his residence formerly stood. A native stone, 

from a farm once owned by Dr. Clark, has been 
secured, and it is proposed to insert in this 
stone a bronze tablet, giving the date of organi- 
zation and a brief history of Dr. Clark’s tem- 

perance society. This tablet will cost about five 
hundred dollars. This amount the committee 
did not feel able to pay, in addition to the other 

expenses which they have been called upon to 

bear, and an appeal is hereby made to temperance 
people throughout the world to contribute for 
this purpose. Surely there are enough temper- 
ance people who desire to have the memory of 
this great event perpetuated, who will contribute 
a small sum each toward meeting this expense. 
Whether or not this tablet is erected will de- 

pend upon the response that is made within the 
next twenty days. 

All contributions should be sent to 

J. H. Durkee, 
No. 50 Triangle Bldg., Rochester, N. Y. 

WOMEN’S PROHIBITION CONVENTION 

National Club Calls Meeting for Columbus on 

July 14 

The national convention of the Woman’s Pi"^*. 
hibition Club of America is hereby called "to 
meet in the city of Columbus, Ohio, at 9 a. m. 

July 14, 1908. 
1. Each state is entitled to two delegates at 

large. 
2. Each local club is entitled to one delegate 

at large and one delegate for every ten members 
or major fraction thereof. 

3. Each state and each local is entitled to as 

many alternates as its number of delegates. 
4. The chairman of each state central com- 

mittee of the Prohibition party is entitled to 

appoint one delegate as his personal representa- 
tive. 

5. We invite all Prohibition women in all 
states in the Union who believe with us that the 
time has come in the history of temperance re- 

form when we should ask the Congress of the 
United States to pass a national liquor law in 
order that local and state Prohibition laws may 
be enforced—we invite all who believe this to 
sit in council with us. Complete information 
concerning credentials, railroad rates, hotel ac- 

commodations, etc., will be given in ample time 
through the columns of the press. 

Anna Sloan Walker, 
National President. 

Charlotte Plantz Wilson, 
National Secretary. 

Woertendyke in California 

Oakland, Cal., March 16—(Special corre- 

spondence)—Mr. James H. Woertendyke, having 
closed a very successful lecturing tour in Colo- 
rado, stopped off here en route home and spoke 
three times yesterday to the edification and en- 

couragement of our discouraged forces. 
afternoon address in Hamilton hall to men only, 
where he spoke on “Why Constitutional Prohi- 
bition,” was specially valuable. Diamond Pres- 
byterian church was crowded to the limit at night, 
many standing through the entire address. Scores 
were turned away, unable to get into the church. 

The collection for the day amounted to $330.55. 


