
W. C. T. U. INSTITUTE 

A Week of Education in Temperance 
and Prohibition 

A whole week’s institute, running 
from March 16 to 22, was a recent ex- 

periment tried by the very-much-alive 
and deeply in earnest Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union of Cook county. 

From each day’s program gleamed 
tempting topics on some particular de- 
partment of work. Each superintendent 
spared no pains in procuring the best 
speakers on their special line and in 
providing carefully selected literature 
for distribution. 

1 he Cook county W. C. T. U. never 

pretends to practice humility when it is 
on the hunt of timber for a program. 
With serene audacity it attempts the 
impossible and verifies the Scripture, 
“According to your faith be it unto 
you.” Those who could attend but part 
of the time were greatly perplexed as 
to which of the six days to choose. 

Speakers of world-wide reputation 
gave their best on such topics as Medi- 
cal Temperance, Mother’s Meetings and 
Moral Education, Scientific Temperance 
Instruction in the Public Schools, Law 
Enforcement and Woman’s Suffrage. 
This last topic was ably handled by Mrs. 
Ella Stewart, president of the Illinois 
Equal Suffrage Association. Miss Marie 
C. Brehm with her ever-new messages 
and inspiration, gave two great lectures, 
and appeared on the program informally 
at other sessions. 

Mrs. Anna Wheeler of Grant Park, 
editor of state W. C. T. U. paper and 
state superintendent of Scientific Tem- 
perance Instruction, with her assistant, 
Miss Carrie Musser, president of Jef- 
ferson and Jo Davies counties, con- 
tributed largely to the general success 
of the program upon which they ap- 
peared. Mrs. W. C. H. Keough gave a 

remarkable paper on Scientific Temper- 
ance Instruction. 

Dr. Winfield S. Hall of the North- 
western University Medical School, 

THE AMERICAN PROHIBITION 
YEAR BOOK FOR 1908 

This compact and timely volume contains a 
whole library of valuable matter. The authors 
have made ar specialty of going to official 
sources, to government reports, for much of its 
statistical information. Being double the size 
of former editions, it covers a much broader 
field. It has fifteen departments, as follows: 
“Almanac,” "Total Abstinence,” “Consump- 
tion and cost of Drink,” “Economics,” 
“Criminology,” “Legislation,” “Results of Leg- 
islation,” “The Liquor Trade,” “A National 
Problem,” “Political Action and Methods,” 
“Party Records.” “Religious Bodies,” “Courts 
and Decisions,” “Election Returns,” “Organ- 
ization and Lists.” 

Here are many hundreds of things which the 
people wish to know in connection with the 
present widespread agitation against the liquor 
traffic. Under “Economics,” it presents a very 
compact, yet comprehensive, view of the funda- 
mentals of political economy, while under 
“Legislation,” it gives the history from earliest 
civilization of all methods of dealing with the 
liquor traffic, including “Tribute” or “Tax,” 
“Permits” or “Grants,” “Low License,” “Dis- 
pensary” or "Gothenburg System,” “High Li- 
censes,” “Local Option,” “Prohibition,” etc. 

The “Results of Legislation” are very im- 
pressive, and are probably the most complete 
ever gathered outside of a cyclopedia. The 
work abounds in “graphs,” or diagrams, helpful 
in showing at a glance the proposition and re- 
lations of the statistical statements made. 

The book shows by official figures how Pro- 
hibition will bring to the farmer twelve times 
the sale for his products that he now has from 
the liquor patronage. It also shows the work- 
ingman how the liquor traffic keeps hundreds 
of thousands of men idle; and also keeps down 
the reward that labor should receive. From 
the pages of this book the average citizen will 
be able to glean fundamental facts which will 
enable him to formulate his own answers to the 
mass of prejudiced and misleading statements 
now being poured forth by the alarmed and 
desperate liquor men, who realize that “their 
craft is in danger.” 

Several pages devoted to court decisions, are 

convincing and convenient for the inquirer. 
The actual figures show that the drink bill of 
America exceeds two and a quarter billions of 
dollars every year. 

There are no secret chambers in this volume, 
for a copious index throws open every door. 
The student of affairs, the politician, the public 
speaker, the clergyman and the private citizen 
should find in this book matter suggestive, in- 
forming and authoritative. Cloth, 50 cents, pa- 
per, 25 cents. Order from 

THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST, 
87 Washington street, Chicago. 

David Paulson, M. D., superintendent 
of the Hinsdale Sanitarium, Dr. Wm. 
S. Saddler, professor of physiologic 
therapeutics, gave carefully prepared lec- 
tures for the symposium on Medical 
Temperance. Dr. Whitehead created 
quite a sensation by her brave defense 
of the scientific instruction law from the 
standpoint of a teacher. 

Dr. J. J. Wolf, a member of the medi- 
cal staff of the Frances Willard Hos- 
pital, gave a very interesting address on 

the substitutes for alcohol as a ther- 
apeutic agent. 

Dr. H. C. Newton read a paper on 
“The Temperance Outlook. In speaking 
of some sociological phase of the sub- 
ject he observed that we have the Scrip- 
tural admonition not to speak evil of 
magistrates but, he added, “Nowhere in 
Holy Writ does it say that we may not 
speak the truth about them.” 

There were two medal contests, one 
class from the Columbia School of Ex- 
pression and the other composed of 
young people from different parts of the 
county. Mrs. Alice O’Neal ably arranged 
these two contests, which were highly 
successful. 

Saturday was the children s program 
with older people as very welcome spec- 
tators. The L. T. L. exercises were 

conducted by Miss Laura Dring and 
Miss H. Zoll, county officers. It was a 

day full of color, songs and enthusiasm, 
big with promise for the coming years. 
Miss Lulu Miner, state secretary L. T. 
L., was present, much to the pleasure of 
all the workers and the Legion members. 

Throughout the eventful week these 
meetings were reported daily in the city 
papers. Some of them set the proper 
estimate on the fact that they are the 
medium through which this consecrated 
womanly influence may be passed on to 
the great world, and transferred to their 
columns the true spirit of the speeches 
and discussions—an art in true journal- 
ism which stands as an abiding and un- 

answerable reproof to sensational “write 
ups” which cater to the hysterical taste 
of a few readers and miss the great 
privilege of conveying ever interesting 
and believable truth to a fair-minded 
and eager public. 

Mrs. Emily M. Hill, president of Cook 
county W. C. T. U., gave her entire 
attention to the week’s meetings, being 
present to preside at every session. 

Harriet Zoll, 
Cook Co. L. T. L. Organizer. 

“The good Bishop Potter may say that 
Prohibition does not prohibit. He may 
attack the Prohibition laws because they 
do not accomplish all that unreasonable 
critics demand of them. He may strain 
at gnats and swallow camels. He may 
argue his moral platitudes until the 
prison and poorhouse doors clank behind 
bis disciples, but the green doors still 
swing on their hinges, while hunger, 
pauperism and crime mock at his moral 
reforms, and while countless men, both 
young and old. are travelling the down- 
ward road, while thousands of young 
women, with self-respect and virtue gone, 
curse the day that in the saloon, an 

ever present temptation, they were led 
from the path of duty into the mire of 
shame and remorse.” 

VOTES ABOUT OUR ADVERTISERS. 
If you are interested in seeds for spring 

planting, now is the best time to make your 
selections. Vick Publishing Company, 85 Vick 
Block, Danville, N. Y., make a speoial an- 
nouncement on page 16. 

Why not call the attention of National Pro- 
hibitionist readers to that real estate you 
have for sale? The paper is read carefully 
each week and you can interest many in your 
land by using its want column. 

“The Prohibition Information Bureau” is a 

new institution of which A. R. Heath, favor- 
ably known to Prohibitionists, is the manager. 
Their announcement will be found in another 
column. 

Advertisers judge the value of a paper from 
an advertising standpoint by the number of 
replies they receive. T)o not forget to men- 

tion The National Prohibitionist when an- 

swering advertisements. 

PROHIBITION IN BIRMINGHAM 
By C. P. JONES, Jr., City Editor of the Birmingham Ledger. 

[The article which follows was written by Mr. C. P. Jones, Jr., a well known 
newspaper man of Birmingham, Ala., and the city editor of the Birmiilwatr. 
Ledger. It was written for and published in the Chattanooga Star. In assign 
ing Mr. Jones the work of writing this article, the Star asked him, not for 'an 
article in defense of the Prohibition system, nor for an argument in favor of 
Prohibition, but for a plain, unvarnished, truthful statement of the results of the 
enactment of Prohibition in the city of Birmingham.—Editor’s Note.] 

Birmingham, Ala., March 21.—When 

Birmingham voted the local option law 

recently enacted by the Alabama legis- 
lature, the wise ones sat up and began 
to take notice. One of the best known 

liquor dealers of the state, and a man 

whose reputation, through his mixing 
in politics and the great business ability 
he has displayed, has given him almost 
a national reputation, said: “This is the 
hardest blow whisky has ever received 
in the United States.” 

And his remark is apparently being 
justified. The Alabama legislature al- 
most immediately proceeded to make it 

good by the enactment of a state Pro- 
hibition law, effective one year after 
Prohibition by local option became 

operative in Jefferson county. What the 
gentleman referred to meant, however, 
was that a growing city the size of Bir- 

mingham and her suburbs, with the cos- 

mopolitan clientele of her business in- 
terests, and the character of labor em- 

ployed in her mines, furnaces, and mills, 
and with her future yet ahead of her 
in most instances, when it could afford 
to vote the dry ticket, the more settled 
sections of the country, and the commu- 

nities where the so-called “need” of 
the liquor traffic was felt less, could 
ill-afford to keep it—that is, from a 

business standpoint, pure and simple. 
Prohibition is succeeding here m a 

manner that was never dreamed of be- 
fore the experiment was begun. For 
the last few weeks there have been 
rumors of enough new skyscrapers here 
to make New York’s boasted skyline 
look like a fleet of cat boats against 
Admiral Evans’ command. The early 
part of this week W. H. Woodward, 
who built several of the steel-frame 
structures already here, electrified the 
city by announcing that he would erect a 

big 500-room, sixteen-story addition to 

the present 300-room Brown-Marx 
building, making a structure of 800 

rooms, t&e largest south of Pittsburg 
and Chicago. The contract for this has 

been let to John Griffith & Sons, of 
Chicago, and work is to begin inside of 
two months. And, strangest of all, the 
firm of Brown Bros. & Co., ardent anti- 
Prohibitionists, were called upon by Mr. 

Woodward to engineer the real estate 
deal which resulted in the skyscraper 
announcement, paying $135,000 for a 

piece of property not on any corner, 
and fronting but ninety-six feet. Messrs. 
Oliver and others recently announced 
the construction of a twelve-story 
structure on what is known as the Jor- 
dan corner. Two other buildings of 
smaller size are actually announced, al- 
though no contracts have been let so 

far as known. Still another, on what 
is known as the Chalifoux corner, has 
been tentatively authorized by the Jemi- 
son Real Estate and Insurance Com- 
pany, which firm has sent out a circular 
letter asking business men and others 
to take rooms. And a week after the 
letters were sent out 127 replies had 
been received from men who were un- 

able to get offices, because there were 

none large enough that were vacant. 

Prohibition has made some vacant 

houses. In “Buzzard Roost” an# in 
“Scratch Ankle,” the slums, there are 

tumble-down shacks that were formerly 
saloons, and that no other business 
would, or could, inhabit. They are 

vacant. But there is not a vacant store 

(with perhaps two exceptions, and these 
not in structures formerly saloons), on 

North Twentieth street, which may, per- 

haps, be styled the axle of Birmingham. 
In this space there were recently over 

twenty saloons in the five blocks be- 
tween Railroad avenue and Fourth ave- 

nue. Now there are restaurants, sev- 

eral pool rooms, three new shoe stores, 
and establishments of several other dif- 
ferent sorts. But Twentieth street has 
an air of prosperity that she has never 

worn before in the city’s history. 
As an instance of prosperity along 

slightly different lines, the shoemakers 
say that they have had nearly double 
the business the last three months that 
they formerly enjoyed. They don’t know 
the reason. Can you hazard a guess 

why? 
There has been a noticeable in- 

crease IN BANKRUPTS OF A CERTAIN 

kind. According to figures obtained, 
from the office of Deputy United States 
Clerk C. R. Johnson, who handles all 
the bankruptcy business for the federal 
court there have been more loan office 
sharks bankrupting in the last few 
months than ever before, despite the 
so-called hard times, which have thrown 
scores out of work for a while because 
of the closing of furnaces, etc. Even 
the fruit dealers have noticed the in- 
creased demand for their line of goods, 
while soda founts, which have sprung 
up in multiplicity since the passing of 
the saloons, have done a business never 

dreamed of before. 
In both county and city official circles 

the result of Birmingham’s going dry 
was instantaneous and obvious. The 

police court cases for drunkenness were, 
and are, so few and far between that a 

“drunk” on the docket is a rather 
marked character now. Formerly it 
was the usual estimate that nine-tenths 
of the police arrests were either “plain” 
drunks or “disorderlies” or some of the 
other variations. Judge Noah B. Fea- 
gin, who has won national reputation 
as a humanitarian and as a sociologist, 
is warm in his commendation of Pro- 
hibition and its effects, which he com- 

mends most warmly. 
‘Do you know,” he queried, one day 

this week of a number of newspaper 
men and City Hall officials, “I have 
seen only one man in a month who ad- 
mitted that he got the whisky UPQn 
which he got drunk here in Birming- 
ham. The rest nearly all said that it 
came from Chattanooga.” 

Sheriff E. L. Higdon, discussing the 
matter, said: “I notice the betterment 

(Continued on page 13) 


