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A Critical Review of Current Newspaper Thought and Utterance upon the ** Drink Problem**_ ^ 

iWATTERSON’S APPROACH 
TO ARGUMENT 

The Louisville Courier-Journal, Colo- 
,nel Henry Watterson’s paper, has so 

iseldom presented anything that even 

•remotely resembled argument in its 
frantic assaults upon Prohibition, that 
a paragraph which appears in one of 
•his recent editorials may properly be 
Accorded a hearty welcome. The 
Courier-Journal says: 

The Courier-Journal interposes 
three clear, conclusive, unequivocal 
objections: first, that Prohibition does 
not prohibit; second, that it corrupts 
whatever it touches; third, that it is 
not only an invasion of private rights 
with respect to drink, but is the fore- 
runner of every manner of tyranny 
and oppression with respect to all 
rights done under the sanction of law 
and in the name of God and morality. 

Colonel Watterson to the contrary, 
these objections are neither “clear,” 
“conclusive” nor “unequivocal.” The 
statement that “Prohibition does not 

prohibit” is grotesque. All that Prohibi- j 
tion does is to prohibit, that is, to 

forbid. All the law against murder, or 

any other law, does is to forbid. How- 

ever, Colonel Watterson was very un- 

:learly trying to say that the Prohibition 
bf the liquor traffic does not prevent 
ffie sale of liquor. In some small sense 

Spread fthe Truth Broad-Cast 
In response to repeated urgent re- 

quests The National Prohibitionist 
has prepared 

I THREE GREAT LEAFLETS 

Being Compilations of Official Sta- 
tistics relative to the Liquor Traffic, 

i They are the strongest documents 
that have been published in many 
years for general distribution and 
should be circulated by the hundreds 
of thousands. 

Bombard the Enemy zvith Facts 

Here is the ammunition: 
I Leaflet Ho. 101: 
I “PROHIBITION SUSTAINED” 

A Study of Massachusetts Statistics that 
show Prohibition Under Difficulties to Be 
Superior to License at Its Best. Reprinted 
from The National Prohibitionist of 
December 19, 1907. 8 pages. Price, per 

I 1,000, $10.00; per 100, $1.50; per dozen, 
20c; each, 5c. 

Leaflet Ho. 102: 
“IH THE BALANCES” 

A careful Study of Comparative Statis- 
tics, showing the Economic Weakness of 

I the Liquor Traffic, Using Census Returns 
1 for Illinois as a Typical State. Reprinted 
I from The National Prohibitionist of 
, February 20, 1908. 8 pages. Price, per 

1,000, $10.00; per 100, $1.50; per dozen, 
20c; each, 5c. 

Leaflet Ho. 103: 
‘THE DRINK TIDE AT THE 

FLOOD” 
A study of the Enormous Liquor Con- 

sumption and the Apalling Liquor Bill of 
the American People in 1907. Reprinted 
from The National Prohibitionist of 
March 6, 1908. 16 pages. Price, per 
1,000, $16.00; per 100, $2.00; per dozen, 
30c; each, 6c. 

These leaflets are printed in eon- 
i venient size to fit into a business en- 

) velope. 
■ How Many of Each Do You Want? 
! Order at once from 

1 The National Prohibitionist, 
87 Washington St., Chicago. 
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this is a truthful statement. The law 

in the hands of anti-Prohibitionists for 
administration is frequently violated, 
just as other laws are under similar 

j circumstances. Colonel Watterson can 

I find a splendid parallel in his own state, 
at the present moment. The laws in 
the state of Kentucky against murder 
and arson prohibit those crimes surely 
enough, but do not prevent them. They 
are committed, almost nightly, to the 
outrage and scandal of the whole state. 

Would Colonel Watterson advise that 

if private rights with respect to drink.” 
The suspicion is well founded that the 
Colonel's devotion to his bottle is the 
real secret of the frantic editorial at- 

tacks upon Prohibition that have blotted 
the editorial pages of his paper for 
months past, but when Colonel Watter- 
son attempts to represent the Prohibi- 
tion of the iiquor traffic as “the fore- 
runner of every manner of tyranny and 

oppression with respect to all rights,’’ 
he becomes merely a foolish old dervish, 
howling about nonentities. There is 

John Barleycorn—“Curfew must not ring!” 
But can he prevent it? 

—From the Journal-Tribune, Knoxvillet Tenn. 

those laws be repealed in Kentucky, or 

would he urge some other state not to 

enact a law against arson or against 
murder, because the public officials of 

Kentucky do not enforce those laws 
there? 

To say that Prohibition ‘corrupts 
whatever it touches” is merely the repe- 
tition of a form of very loisound words 
that have no basis in fact. The pro- 

hibitory law has made government no- 

where corrupt; has debauched public 
officials nowhere. Rascally men in 

office, sworn to enforce the law, but 

obeying their private interests instead 
of their public duty, have allowed the 
Prohibition law to be violated. But 
the same has been true concerning the 

regulative laws of the state of Ken- 

tucky. Kentucky has not a city or a 

town where liquor is sold under license, 
where the officials are not corruptly 
winking at violations of the law every 

day. 
Colonel Watterson’s third objection 

probably more nearly represents his 

personal views than either of the others, 
particularly in that part of it which 
represents Prohibition as “an invasion 

nothing in the history of the Prohibi- 
tion movement to indicate the slightest 
disposition on the part of Prohibition- 
ists to invade any right of anybody. 
As well talk about a man’s “right” to 
turn rattlesnakes loose in his neighbors’ 
gardens; as well talk about a man’s 
“right” to go about houghing his neigh- 
bors’ cattle; as well talk about a man’s 

“right” to poison his neighbors’ wells 
as to talk about a man’s “right” to sell 
in the midst of any community a poison 
for the individual, social and political 
life of the community. And as well cry 
“tyranny” when we send a fire-bug to 
state’s prison as to cry tyranny when 
we stop a gin miller. 

KENTUCKY’S SAD PLIGHT 

The Springfield Republican comments 

upon Colonel Watterson’s recent out- 
bursts in the editorial columns of the 
Louisville Courier-Journal in somewhat 
humorous strain, concluding its editorial 
with the following paragraph: 

With nierht riders destroying good 
Kentucky tobacqo and “red-nosed an- 

gels” trying to annihilate all the mood 
Kentucky whisky, the state is rapidly 

approaching some kind of a serious 
moral crisis. That Mr. Watterson is 
thoroughly stumped is evident at a 

glance. He needs all of his vocabu- 
lary to soothe his soul. 

A PLAIN SERMON TO THE 
PREACHERS 

The Philadelphia North American, 
which has of late been devoting much 
editorial space to the discussion of the 

liquor question, as the readers of these 
columns have had opportunity to ob- 
serve, in its number of Monday, March 

23, presents one of the strongest editor- 
ials of the series, under the caption “A 
Word to the Preachers.” The North 
American opens the editorial with ref- 
erence to the fact that it has received 
a large number of letters from ministers 
and priests, who have commended its 
attitude, and disavows any special claim 
to praise, upon the ground that it has 
taken its course in accordance with fixed 

principles which it could not deviate 
from. It then takes occasion to preach 
a ringing sermon upon the duties of 
churches and preachers, calling attention 
to the fact that the liquor interests have 
used every effort to make it appear that 
the fight against the saloon is entirely 
upon the part of the church and that 
they have taken this course because of 
the feeling that the church is, to an ex- 

tent, discredited today as impotent as a 

force in the world’s affairs. The North 
American says: 

Grave doubt is creeping into the 
minds of many people as to whether 
the church is the same potent force 
in modern life that it was in an earlier 
day. There is abundant proof the 
world over that such doubt is spread- 
ing daily. 

We believe that a chief reason for 
this is that the church membership— 
the people who profess the religion 
that declares against the existent evils 
—comprises a sufficient proportion of 
every community to end those evils. 
And yet the wrongdoers thrive un- 

punished and the wrongs flourish un- 
abated. Therefore in this contest the 
liquor people think they have assured 
their success by taking a position 
which constitutes a challenge to ev- 

ery minister and every congregation. 
If an invading religious army—a 

Subscribers* Wants. 
Readers of The National Prohibitionist 

may use this column for publishing their 
wants or wares. The charge Is three 
oents for each word, the cash to ao- 

company orders. 300.000 Interested 
people read thlsToiumn each week.JI^ 

EXCHANGE POSTALS—Scenery, pub- 
lic buildings. No comic. E. M. S. Warn, 
501 Anderson St., Bernal Heights, San 
Francisco. 

FOR SALE—Improved real estate in rap- 
idly growing city of 10,000; three cottages 
and one 15-room house. Rentals, $75 to $100 
per month. Will give clear title for $6,000 cash. 
Address Douglas, care The National Prohibi- 
tionist, 87 Washington street, Chicago. 

POULTRY—WHITE LEGHORN EGGS, 
for hatching, $1 per setting, from good, pure- 
bred stock, great layers. Unexcelled bargain. 
Write quick. R. B. Sando, Potsdam, Ohio. ^ 

ESPERANTO taught by mail. Expert in- 
structors having highest degrees. Descriptive 
booklet sent upon request. American School 
of Esperanto, 462 Lewis Bldg., Rockford, 111. 

PARTRIDGE PLYMOUTH ROCKS are 
beautiful utility fowls. $6 per trio; thirteen 
eggs, $2. Arthur H. Westgate, Riceville, Pa. 


