
upon the campaigns for the election of legislators, 
and to elect some. The plan was like the strategy 
of the general who selects some vulnerable point 

the enemy’s line and hurls every available man 

upon it, knowing that, if he can break the line 
at that point, he can soon swing the victory all 
along the line. Our leaders reasoned that one 

or two or more Prohibition legislators in the 
state capitol would be a more telling vote-maker 
for the candidate for governor and for the Presi- 
dential ticket than anything else they could 
secure. 

So they went at it. They hunted out young 
men—college students—who had enough of in- 
terest in the Prohibition cause to be willing to 

do hard, humble work for small pay, and they 
put six of them for the campaign of 1904 into a 

few counties, to work with and talk with the 
voters, organize local party machines, raise funds, 
and, where possible, hold meetings for the Pro 
hibition party in local legislative campaigns. 
The workers were not all very well trained; 
some of them were not in the field during the 
whole campaign; funds were not overplenty— 
but the party’s vote for legislative candidates 
footed up more than 12,000 and we just missed 

sending two men to the legislature. That was 

an eye-opener to both friend and foe. 
The committee simply resolved to do the same 

thing “a whole big lot more.” 
The next campaign was in 1906—two years 

ago. The committee did all the getting ready 
work it could, hunted for available young men, 
far and wide, and got sixteen of them with 
which to cover about one-third of the state. 
I he campaign had its hard spots and its discour- 

agements and all that, but when the votes were 

counted there were more than 32,000 of them 
and three of our candidates were elected to the 
legislature, we had elected a sheriff in one county, 
and twelve more of our legislative candidates 
had failed of election only by margins so narrow 

that you could almost hear the hair rising upon 
the heads of the old party politicians all over 

the state. 

Of course, you have read more or less of that 
before, but there is another chapter in the 
writing. 

I went into the office of the Minnesota state 
committee the other day and asked, “What are 

you going to do this year?” They made me 

promise not to tell, for they said it sounds too 
much like a fairy story yet. I don’t know as I 
would venture to tell it, if I were free from the 
promise. We have not got used yet—most of 
us—to recognizing that the old days of faithful 
effort for no visible returns have passed away 
and that we are in the new days of doing 
things. 

But this much anybody can find out: The 
Minnesota committee will put into the field this 
year 106 men, better men, better trained, with 
more enthusiasm than ever before and will keep 
them in the field longer, be able to back them 
better and will set them to work, not only with 
the general wave of public feeling in favor of 
Prohibition opening the way for them, but with 
more than 30,000 men who voted our ticket last 
year waiting to help them on in their work. 

It would be a mighty rash prophet who would 
venture to set the limit of success beyond which 
the Prohibition party can not go under such 
conditions. It seems conservative, judging from 
the results already accomplished, to expect 100,- 
000 votes for our legislative candidates in Min- 
nesota this fall; and I can’t figure out any 
possible way of putting 100,000 Prohibition votes 
into the ballot boxes of this state without putting 
such a squad of Prohibitionists into the legisla- 
ture as will make the whole country sit up and 
take notice, will put panic into the liquor trade, 
and will dig the grave of the gin mill in this 
state deep and wide. 

Look at the situation right here in this city of 
Minneapolis. There are no specially favorable 
conditions here. No cumulative voting system. 
We have no men of enormous wealth, none of 
abnormal popularity. Yet in 1906 our people 
elected one legislator from this city, in a square 
out and out fight; and missed electing two more 

by just a handful of votes. This year they will 
put nine regular workers into the field in this 
city, will organize a corps of not less than 500 
volunteer workers; and I, for one, shall watch 
for results with big expectation. 

One of the features of the work this year is 

going to be that many counties will put full 
tickets in the field, concentrating, some of them, 
the greater part of their effort upon the legisla- 
tive candidate, while others will make a fight 
to elect the candidate for sheriff and others still 
will try to capture all the county offices. 

The state ticket will not be neglected by any 
means. 

I have never felt that it is the office of a Pro- 
hibition paper or a Prohibition editor to be 
forever throwing bouquets at Prohibition work- 
ers, but I would like to tell some “tales out of 
school” about those men whom I meet up here. 

To many readers of this paper I do not need 
to say that the leaders of the state committee 
of Minnesota, Higgins, Dean, Wells, Way, Engle, 
Roberts, McKenzie, and the rest of them, are full- 
sized MEN. The nearer one gets and the better 
look one takes at them the surer he is of that. 
Calderwood, the secretary, the wheel-horse, the 
stroke oar, the main shaft—most of the Prohibi- 
tionists of the country are coming to know that 
Calderwood is a big enough man for any job 
from the Presidency down. 

But in saying this I am, very largely, telling 
you what you already know. I found some 
other men up here whom most of you don’t 
know, but whom it was an inspiration to meet 
and to learn about. 

I found a young fellow who had been doing 
splendid work here for months past on a salary 
of $60 per month, in spite of the fact that a 

big firm wants him at more than double that 
salary. And even at that his salary from the 
committee has just been cut, at his own motion, 
down to the very limit of board and clothes, 
so as to make it possible to meet other impor- 
tant needs. 

I had man after man of the working force 
of the coming campaign named to me who will 
come here to work for perhaps $40 per month, 
refusing offers of from $100 to $150 per month 
in other work. 

I met a young fellow who last year worked 
three and one-half months for the committee 
and was paid $140 for it, and who, when the 
campaign was done, gave $ioo of that to the state 
committee to carry on work, and has been split- 
ting wood and washing dishes to “work his way” 
in a theological seminary this past winter. 

Such men are not “the stuff heroes are made 
of”; they are heroes. You can’t have defeat 
where such men lead. 

My advice to every Prohibitionist in the 
United States is, While you hustle “for all you 
are worth’ in your own field, watch Minnesota. 

W. P. F. F. 
Minneapolis, April 4. 

A Pennsylvania County Convention 

Shippensburg, Pa., April 4—(Special corre- 
spondence)—The Prohibitionists of Cumberland 
county have just held one of the largest attended 
conventions in the history of the party, manifest- 
ing splendid interest and enthusiasm. A full 
ticket was nominated, from Congressman down 
to commissioners, and delegates of the national 
and state conventions were selected. A county 
committee was chosen, headed by Mr. J. C. Rum- 
mell of this place as chairman, and more than 
$100 was subscribed to strengthen the campaign 
fund. 

YORK STATE WORK 

Hustling Story of Party Doings—Chairman 
Pitts in Action 

State Prohibition Headquarters, Oswego, N. 

Y., April 4.—Arrangements for more than fifty 
conventions of various kinds to be held in the 
state are under way. Chairman Pitts is print 
ing letters, directions, programs, blank min 

utes, report certificates, credentials and various 
other needed supplies to use in calling and hold- 

ing the conventions, with the idea of making the 
work far more easy and efficient. The plan is 
an enlargement of the policies followed last year 

under which the conventions averaged thrice the 

usual size. 

The chairman is sending full instructions in 

regard to calling and holding all the various 
conventions and the election of the various kinds 
of delegates, and is also sending to every county 
blanks to be returned giving date, place, hour, 

etc., of the convention, and intends to have all 

supplies printed and forwarded before he leaves 
for the summer conventions about the state, the 

middle of May. 
Dr. Tiffany is to cover half the counties, and 

Mr. Pitts the balance, taking from one to three 

days in each county. 
Mr. Janies McNeill of Columbia county is the 

first county chairman to send in to headquarters 
the revised re-enrollment by election districts, 
under the new system. He has done a fine job ; 

the names are groupd by election districts, sub- 

divided by postoffices and R. F. D. routes, alpha- 
betically arranged, surname first, like a city di 

rectory. Six copies are being typewritten, three 

for state headquarters and three for Chairman 
McNeil so that he will have a county headquar 
ters copy, one for each district chairman, and an 

extra for organizers to use. 

This same system is to be followed in all 

counties. 
Every Prohibitionist who can afford to do so 

is urged to aid at once; now, before the battle, 
is the time to prepare. Several hundred dollars 
is needed to pay overdue bills. We must meet 

obligations promptly and keep the party’s credit 

good. 
Chairman Bishop of Jefferson county has just 

made a splendid report, believed at headquar 
ters to be the best ever made by a county chair 
man in New York state. For the months of 

January, February and March his county has 
raised $1,017.90 in cash and pledges for Ven- 

ango work in the county, of which Bishop raised 

$688 personally; 820 Venango signatures and 89 

signatures to vote our ticket at once—total in 

three months, 909 additions to the party. Mr. 

Bishop has received valuable help from Chas. K. 

Dealing of Carthage, Wallace Nichols and many 
other local workers who are circulating the 
cards. The number of Prohibition voters and 

Venango signatures is rapidly nearing the 3,000 
mark—a splendid step toward the securing of 
the about 7,000 necessary. 

In Columbia county, Coley Chadwick, in three 
months of Venango work, has raised $349.16 in 

cash and $1,214.35 in pledges, as well as secur 

ing 327 Venango pledges—this in a county with 

but 111 Prohibition votes last fall, and no men 

of wealth to back the work. Chairman McNeil 
has aided greatly. In one town, but fifteen sig 
natures are lacking of a majority of the voters 

of the town lined up for the next Prohibition 
town ticket, thereby insuring a majority and the 
election of a Prohibition town ticket. 

State Prohibition Secretary George D. Harger 
has secured a release of five weeks from Oswego 
county, and took the field on Saturday for a 

campaign in Cortland, Chenango, Delaware, Sul- 
livan and Rockland counties, holding meetings, 
conferences, and raising funds for state work. 


