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NOW THE REAL BATTLE 

When this number of The National Pro- 

hibitionist reaches its readers the spring cam- 

paigns in most of the state will have become 

history, and there is every reason to believe 
that the results of the voting will show the 
saloon beaten at almost innumerable points. 
Regarding the state of Illinois it would 

perhaps be no rash prophecy to say that 

probably a thousand saloons, and perhaps 
two thousand, will cease to have legal exist- 
ence because of the elections of Tuesday. 

There is in this both an opportunity of 

great importance and a peril of real gravity 
for the Prohibition cause. 

The victories that have been won during 
the past few days and will have been won 

before this paper reaches its readers ought 
t > raise the enthusiasm of the opponents of 
the saloon, already at high pitch. They 
prove that the saloon is not omnipotent, not 

invulnerable, and that all the power of the 

liquor traffic, mustered in local fights, where 
the advantage is with the traffic, cannot save 

it from the wrath of a righteous people. 
This ought to be an encouragement for still 
more aggressive advance. 

Upon the other hand, there is real peril, 
even in these local successes, if we allow 
ourselves or allow the public to look upon 
them as the final goal in the battle against 
the liquor traffic. It is not merely the sa- 

loon that should be the object of attack in 
the Prohibition movement; every blow must 

be aimed at the liquor traffic. To abolish 
the saloon and to leave the brewery and dis- 

tillery untouched, is at best but to wound 
the monster that destroys our national wealth 
and our national happiness. 

It must be kept clearly before the minds 
of the people that, whatever be the result of 
the local election, there must be no halt; 
that from local defeat or local victory, the 
column must swing immediately into the 
national campaign. 

The battle cry, “On to Washington,” must 

be kept ringing down the whole line. Let 
no man—let the workers of no community 

spend their time in rejoicing over a local 

victory—still less in lamenting over local 
defeat. The real battle is before us and we 

must carry all our forces into it. 

Especially must it be impressed upon 
every man who voted “No” in the spring 
elections, that unless he also votes “No” in 
the elections of next fall, he will largely have 

negatived the result of his spring voting. 
Let it also be impressed that he can vote 

“No” in the fall election only by voting 
with and for the Prohibition party. 

MR. GILMORE’S FOLLY 

Mr. T. M. Gilmore, the president of the 
National Model License League, in a letter 
to the Philadelphia North American, pub- 
lished in that paper, makes an effort to ex- 

tricate himself and the League from some 

of the embarrassing positions into which 
their addresses to the public have thrust 
them. The consideration of a single para- 
graph of the letter is highly enlightening. 
Mr. Gilmore says: 

The National Model License League is an 

organization of wholesalers, retailers, brewers 
and others who realize that if the liquor busi- 
ness is to continue under sanction of law, the 
business must be conducted in obedience to law. 
The League offers to the people a law which 
will take the saloon out of politics, and make 
obedience to every law of society the only con- 

ditions on which the saloonkeeper can remain in 
business. 

Perhaps Mr. Gilmore did not intend this 
to be a confession. Nevertheless, that which 
is suggested by it is true, that the “whole- 
salers, retailers, brewers” and others inter- 
ested in the liquor business, who are now 

clamoring, long and loud, in behalf of a 

reform of the business, never had the slight- 
est interest in such reform until it became 
evident to them that the only hope of saving 
the business at all lay in giving it a less 
repulsive aspect before the American people. 
Up to that time they were content that the 
saloon should be the vile, damnable thing 
that they now confess it has been, so long as 

it made a market for their wares. Nothing 
is more clearly established than that every 
effort to force even the observance of law 
upon the saloon has met and still meets with 
the opposition, not merely of the lawbreak- 
ing saloonkeeper but of his financial back- 
ers, the wholesalers, the distillers and the 
brewers. Personal appeals to the great 
brewing interests to refuse to sell liquor to 
notorious dives and lawbreakers have been 
laughed at again and again. 

The condition of Milwaukee and of St. 
Louis are cases in point. There are no 

rottener, more villainous, lawbreaking sa- 

loons upon the continent than those found 
in those two cities, and the saloons of those 
two cities are perhaps more immediately 
under the observation and control of the 
brewing interests than any other saloons in 
the country. In Chicago it is a notorious 
fact that the brewing interests are now 

standing behind the saloons in their law- 
breaking, and it is well known that the great 
distilling concerns of Peoria have contributed 
liberally to the saloon’s campaign to break 
the law which commands them to be closed 
on Sundav. 

The second sentence of Mr. Gilmore's 
paragraphs is worthy of ridicule. Mr. Gil- 
more knows that practically every saloon- 
keeper in the country is already under such 
bonds or such provisions of the statute that 
the violation of the law means the conclu- 
sion of his business as a saloonkeeper—in 
theory; and he knows that saloonkeepers 

keep on year after year violating the law, 
without the forfeiture of bonds or the re- 

vocation of licenses, because of the ability 
of the liquor traffic to corrupt the judiciary^ 
and the administrative officers. Who fancies * 

that the changes of law suggested by the 
Model License League would bring to pass 
any different condition of things? 

"IN VINO [NON] VERITAS" 

One of the most reprehensible of the 
numerous misleading advertisements which 
are published for the purpose of deceiving 
the public with regard to the liquor traffic, 
appears in the World Almanac for 1908 and 
is inserted bv the American Wine Growers’ 
Association. The advertisement covers 

three pages and is a specious argument foT 
the use of wine, under cover of a semi-his- 
torical, semi-scientific discussion of that bev- 
erage. One of the direct, false statements 
of which the advertisement is guilty appears 
in the following language: 

The recent reports of the Department of Com- 
merce and Labor showing that the consumption 
of beer and light wines is increasing, while the 
use of ardent spirits is declining in this country. 
“It would seem,” said an official of this depart- 
ment, “that the American people are becoming 
more temperate by the growing demand for beer, 
light wines and mild drinks.” 

It is remarkable how that “official of this 
department” can always be found to father 
the liquor dealer’s lies. In this case the sus- 

picion arises that it must have been the of- 
fice boy or the scrub woman, for no one at all 
familiar with the figures of the Department 
of Commerce and Labor would make such a 

statement. The most elaborate publication 
of the Department of Commerce and Labor 
is the annual Statistical Abstract. The vol-' 
lime of that work now upon the press, cov- 

ering the fiscal year 1907, will show that, 
since 1896, the consumption of beer in the 
United States has increased thirty-seven per- 
cent; that the consumption of wine has 
varied widely, but that the year 1907 shows 
an increase of sixty-seven percent over the 
year 1896. But during the same period, 
that is to say, from 1896 to 1907, inclusive, 
as the Abstract will show, the consumption 
of distilled spirits has increased sixtv-one 
percent. 

About the increased use of beer there is no 

doubt, and there is every reason to believe 
that perhaps Americans are more and more 

becoming wine drinkers, but that neither of 
these so-called “mild” beverages is prevent- 
ing an enormous increase in the use of the 
destroying distilled liquors is manifest. 

MR.. CASE ON LOCAL OPTION 

So good and true a Prohibitionist as George 
L. Case of Ohio ought to have a chance to “say 
his say,” as he has on another page, even if he 
were dead wrong, and Mr. Case, out of harmony 
with what this paper teaches though he seems 

to be, is not more than “half wrong,” at worst. 

It seems to us (and we have thought much 
upon the subject) that Mr. Case and any who 

agree with him fall into error chiefly through 
failure to grasp two points of fact. The first 
of these is that, with the present light which 
the whole country has upon the evils of the 
liquor traffic, it is the duty of every legislature-— 
to prohibit the liquor traffic. When, instead of 
this, any legislature relegates the matter to the 
option of any locality it shirks its duty. No 
legislature has any more moral right to leave 
liquor selling to local option than it has to 
leave horse-stealing or arson to the same deter 


