
voted on this question since the organ- ization of our party has to all intents 
entered into a local option contest and 
has abided by the results. We have not 
been signed with results, but have been 
satisfied that we have done the right 

In every local option effort in this 
state (Ohio), it is safe to say, the local 
Prohibitionists have taken part and they have always thought they were doing their duty, but at the same time they looked forward to better things; namely, state and national Prohibition, and with 
this fact before us and the fact that our 
legislature has now passed a county local 
option act, it behoves the Prohibition 
party, to show its practical good sense 
and grasp the opportunity of its life in 
this state. 

Every county in Ohio is a legislative 
unit in the fact that every county elects 
at least one member of our state legis- lature as well as its county officers and 
we should, this year, nominate strong 
men in every county, pledged, not only 
to put teeth into the mollycoddle law 
now on the statute book by putting the 
brewer and distiller on the list, but also 
to press forward to state Prohibition. 
This proposition should be put straight 

up to the candidates on the other tickets 
and to the people. I he next few years, when our state is to be agitated as never 
before on this subject, are going to be 
the crucial test of the Prohibition party, have we the elements and ability of reai 
leadership? It goes without saying that 
we have not shown such abilitv of lead- 
ership in the recent past, and 'if we can 
not now rise to that position we will 
lv> relegated to innocuous desuetude, the 
place that has known us will know us no 
more, and this great fight will go on to 
its ultimate success with the banner of 
leadership in other hands. 

Our party in this state has frittered 
away its 

_ 
strength in the folly of its 

would-bc leaders spending their time and 
Latent in a silly war upon the Anti-Sa- 
lootTfeeague, while in other states, espe- 
cially in Pennsylvania, Illinois. Wiscon- 
sin and the South by working along local 
option lines, making special effort to 
elect officers and members of the legis- 
lature in favorable localities, we have by such local success attracted the attention 
of the public and are drawing the fire 
of our enemies. 

The great Prohibition wave is gath- 
ering largely through local option effort, 
and a vital point is. Shall the movement 
be in the hands of the Prohibition party 
—a party friendly to Prohibition, or in 
the hands of a party unfriendly to that 
principle? “The tariff must be revised 
by the friends of protection.” The 
county local option fight must, to be a 

success, be carried on by the friends of 
tate Prohibition. 

Resir* ’s we may, this is going to be 
the character of the struggle in the fu- 
ture and it rests with us, right now, as 
to whether we will lead in the right di- 
rection o. follow through a labyrinth of 
experiments concocted in a spirit of how 
not to do it rather than in a desire to 
grasp real success. 

Brothers, let us throw aside this fool- 
ish jealousy of the Anti-Saloon League 
and this narrow view of local option and 
by going into this fight in a broad and 
manly spirit showing a statesmanlike 
grasp of the situation demonstrate to our 
fellow citizens that we are really capable 
of leadership. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

“Prohibition does not prohibit. If it 
did I would be in favor of it,” say some 
who rhare the best interests of this 
community at heart. No law prohibits. 
Tf any did we would have no need of 
policemen and constables and other offi- 
cers. But Birmingham has demon- 
strated that Prohibition is a great im- 
provement over the saloon, and what is 
true of Birmingham will be true 

Chattanooga.—The Chattanooga Star. 

MICHIGAN ELECTIONS 

Saloon Meets Defeat in Many Local 
Option Contests 

1A Press Dispatch] 
Detroit, April 6—Incomplete returns 

indicate that nine counties in Michigan 
voted “dry” today, but the “wets” car- 

ried four, and the margins either way 
were unusually small. 

The “dry” contention was probably 
carried in the counties of St. Joseph, 
Clinton, Barry, Gratiot, Wexford, Mis- 
saukee, Midland, Osceola and Oceana. 
As Van Buren was the only county 
heretofore “dry” this raises the total to 

ten. 

Of the fourteen counties where the 
Prohibitionists made a campaign Kala- 
mazoo, Cass, Gladwin. Grand Traverse 
and Oakland voted against local option. 

Kalamazoo county went “wet” by a 

majority of 2.000. The principal part 
of this vote was rolled up in the city 
•f Kalamazoo, where the voters favored 

the liquor interests by a majority of 
1.700. Frank H. Milhaus, Democrat, 
was elected mayor by 850 majority. In 
Gladwin county the saloon men won out 

by about 100 ballots. 
One of the largest majorities reported 

m favor of Prohibition was in Gratiot 
county, where the majority was about 
I TOO. St. Joseph county returns show 
a probable majority of 725 for Prohi- 
bition. Cass county temperance men 

won by 200 votes. In Osceola county 
seven townships returned a majority of 
225, and the probable result is about 050 
majority for Prohibition. 

I wo years ago Oceana county went 
"wet" by a large majority. But a few 
weeks ago twenty high school students 
in the town of Hart paraded through 
the streets, disgracefully intoxicated. 
The reaction from this episode resulted 
in a victory today for temperance by a 

majority of about 400. 

A Business Suggestion 
Editor of The National Prohibi- 

tionist: One of the causes of drunk- 
enness in Pennsylvania is the fact that, 
in going from town to town on busi- 
ness, men have no place to stop at 
except hotels with bars. If business 
men, Christians, would agree together 
to have some Central Business Home 
Depot, apart from all form of hotels, 
where strangers could sit during the 
time they wait for cars, three-fourths 
of the drunkenness would cease. Our 
Christian churches afford no travellers 
places of rest for the hours they have 
to wait. Men have either to wait at 

saloon bars, in dirty restaurants, in 
the freezing streets, or in the cemeteries. 
The railroad depots in most of the 
small towns afford no facilities. If the 
Christian merchants, for mere business 
advertising interests, in each town, 
would jointly keep up a Christian Town 
Business Hall, where, instead of at 
hotels, all citizens could meet travel- 
ing men, travelers and citizens could 
meet people with a view of welcoming 
them, a large percentage of the oppor- 
tunities for drunkenness would cease. 
The old time drinking inn, hotel of 
the villages and small towns has served 
its purpose. The demand of our mod- 
ern Christian age is for something 
more in keeping with the moral and 
social development of man. The ordi- 
nary “temperance hotel” is high priced 
and a failure. Henry G. Walters. 

Langhorne, Pa. 

Will You 
Help Once More? 

The men and women who for months past have been sending 
in new subscriptions for The National Prohibitionist in quantities 
of five, ten, twenty, fifty and even hundreds, have made heroic 
sacrifices that will go down in history as one of the most important 
characteristics of the great final struggle fo rid the American nation 
of the legalized liquor traffic. 

If The National Prohibitionist were making enormous profits 
from its subscription department, we might hesitate to constantly 
urge our readers to devote themselves to the work of increasing the 
circulation of this paper. But the sacrifice has been mutual—it 
has been the cheerful labor of comrades, in the editorial rooms, the 
business office, and in the field, for the accomplishment of the victory 
for which we are all eagerly looking. 

Jn accepting from its agents new subscriptions at sixty cents 

each, The National Prohibitionist has waived the question of profit— 
it has united with the workers in every station to swing into the great 
campaign of 1908 with a newspaper the strongest ever published 
in the interest of the Prohibition reform, and a circulation that shall 
be truly representative of the great movement which the paper serves, 
nation wide and rolling up into the thousands sufficiently to have a 

real influence upon the American electorate. 
To those who have helped thus far, The National Prohibitionist 

extends the gratitude due to comrades, for itself and for the leaders 
whose hands are directing the fight and who know the urgent neces- 

sity of reaching the whole people with the printed truth. 
Comrades, you have been faithful, and you have done well. We 

are calling upon you for one final rally. After May 1st we shall 
withdraw the sixty-cent rate from the public. That is made neces- 

sary by business conditions. Only two-thirds of the month of April 
remains in which to build up the circulation of vour paper at this 
reduced rate. 

We know we shall not call upon you in vain. The glorious 
record of the last four months is a demonstration of your loyalty. 
We ought to make the month of April the greatest month of this 
campaign. We ought to reach the high tuater mark in the number 
of new subscribers added to our list. 

The National Prohibitionist is your paper. Upon its success 

depends in large measure the success of the cause you serve. Soon 
the heat of an intense partizan campaign will begin. Politicians 
will employ every art and strategy to divert attention from this one 

great issue in American politics. The liquor interests will circulate 
their falsehoods with increasing impudence. More than ever will 
the need be apparent of a hearing for the one newspaper that can be 
regarded as the recognized reliable authority upon every phase of 
the Prohibition question. 

Will you join us in the effort? Until May 1, 1908, we will 
continue to accept from our workers new subscriptions at sixty cents 
a year. Don't wait until the last few days of the month. Begin 
noiu. As soon as you secure five subscribers send them in, with three 
dollars. Then work for five more, and then five more; and keep it 
up. At the end of the month send in the remnants, one, two, three, 
or more. 

Conditions were never more favorable for work of this kind. 
Everywhere men are almost clamoring for information. They will 
give you a respectful hearing, and readily subscribe for this paper. 

Sign the attached form and send it to us at once. Enlist in this 
final spring rally and “stay with it” to the close of the month. 
Sample copies and subscription blanks will be supplied at anv time 
upon request. 

Great Spring Rally of the Forward Movement 
THE NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST, 

87 Washington Street, Chicago. 
I hereby agree to make every effort possible to secure at least ten new 

subscriptions to The National Prohibitionist before May 1, 1908. It is under- 
stood that I may send these subscriptions in to your office at the rate of 60 
cents each. Please send me sample copies and subscription blanks at once. 

Name . 

Address . 

Date. 


