
THE RECONAISSANCE 
A Critical Review of Current Newspaper Thought and Utterance upon the " Drink Problem” 

GET OFF THE FENCE 

Mention was made in this paper last 
week of the adoption of a “personal 
liberty” plank by the Illinois Republican 
state convention in obedience to the de- 

mands of the Sunday-beer crowd in 

Chicago. The beliet was expressed that 
the Republican leaders intend to explain 
the matter in some such way that, while 
the plank holds the “hosts of beer,” the 

explanation will hold the oft-fooled and 

wonderfully foolable “temperance voter.” 
The suggestion proved to be-in accord 

with fact and the friends of Mr. Deneen, 
Illinois “good-man” governor, have been 

busy assuring the people that the plank 
is not his and that he must not be 

blamed for it. For reasons which are 

probably well understood in its own 

editorial rooms, the Chicago Inter Ocean 

punctures this explanation. The situa- 

tion so closely parallels similar happen- 
ings in numerous other states that the 

Inter Ocean’s remarks will be read with 

interest far outside Illinois. I hat un- 

impeachable Republican journal says: 

On the day of the state convention 
the Chicago Daily Nezvs, Mr. Deneen’s 
personal organ, stated that at the con- 

vention the representatives from 

eighty-three counties, outside of Cook, 
were Deneen men—that Mr. Deneen 
had the representatives of eighty- 
three out of 100 Illinois counties. This 
was substantially correct. The con- 

vention was. in fact, Mr. Deneen’s— 
was his absolute political property. 

Speaker Cannon was notoriously not 

present, and notoriouslv took no hand, 
personally or by proxy, in shaping the 
platform on state issues. They were 

beyond his province. Even if he had 
desired to be heard on state issues, he 

would not have been listened to. 

Former Governor Yates, Mr. De- 

neen’s rival at the primaries, refused 
publicly even to read Mr. Deneen|s 
platform or to attend Mr. Deneen’s 
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convention at which the platform was 

adopted. 
These facts are of record. T hey 

cannot be altered. Mr. Deneen's pres- 
ent efforts to deny, for his own bene- 
fit out in the state, what he did for 
his own benefit in Cook county, are 

therefore, as foolish as they are false. 
He cannot be for "personal liberty” 

in Cook county and against “personal 
liberty” outside of Cook county. He 
cannot be the fearless Deneen in Cook 
county and the beerless Deneen down 
the state. The truth is the truth; the 
record is the record. All the Janus 
faces in the world cannot alter either. 

The “personal liberty” resolution|s 
Mr. Deneen’s resolution. Whether It 
is a good thing for him, as he thought 
when he ordered it through his con- 

vention. or a bad thing for him, as he 1 

iii the liquor traffic, has much more to 

do with the spread of Prohibition 
sentiment than any popular opinion 
that there is inherent evil in the use 

of alcoholic beverages. Probably the 
majority of citizens who now favor 
Prohibition have no objections to the 
moderate use of intoxicants, but are 

angered because of the frequent defi- 
ance of proper laws enacted for the 
protection of society. If the reputable 
men in the brewing and liquor busi- 
ness would take a personal interest in 
securing obedience to liquor laws they 
would check the growth of radical 

! feeling against their business. But if 
selling to minors, the ignoring of or- 
ders from wives, mothers and sisters 
concerning their relatives, and infrac- 
tions of laws protecting the Sabbath 
are to be the rule, the day is not far 
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seems to think now—that is a ques- 
tion that has nothing to do with the 
case. Its answer must be left to the 
future. 

Whatever may be tbe motive of the 
Inter Ocean in pointing out these facts, 
it is certainly refreshing to hear a good- 
lord-good-devil politician told in such 
clear terms that the time has come for 
him to “get off the fence.” 

THE TRAFFIC’S 
LAWLESSNESS 

The Inteligencer of Wheeling, W. Va., 
taking for its text the recent murder of 
a woman in Indiana by her young son 

who was drunk upon liquor sold to him 
in violation of law by liquor dealers 
whom she had begged to refuse to sell to 

him, makes a remark that is valuable, 
rightly understood. It says : 

The lawlessness which has charac- 
terized some of the persons engaged 

distant when the business will be out- 

lawed from Maine to California. 
The passage is valuable as a confes- 

sion, partially unintentionally, that the 
liquor trade is a lawbreaker. The thin 
disguise of the “some” deceives no one. 

The common experience of all affirms 
that the percentage of liquor dealers 
who do not, constantly and intentionally, 
violate the law is so small as to make 
its expression impossible, even in dec- 
imals. All the talk that we hear these 
days about “reforming the business” is 
a practical confession of this. Some of 
the foremost “reformers” have been, and 
still are, notable violators of law. 

But the Intelligencer is in error when 
it attributes the larger part of the senti- 
ment against the liquor business to its 
lawbreaking. Long ago the public came 

to take the traffic’s violations of the law 
as a part of the business and to give that 

phase of the case little special thought. 
The real basis of the growing movement 

against the drink business is the pro- 
found conviction, daily strengthening in 
the minds of the American people, that 
the business is bad and harmful to every 
honest interest. 

THE CONSTITUTION AND 
THE JUG TRADE 

The announcement which was made 

in the press dispatches throughout the 
country some days ago, that a sub-corn 
mittee of the judiciary committee of the 
Senate had decided that the bills before 
that committee, looking to the prohibi 
tion of the inter-state “jug trade” were 

unconstitutional, has excited considera- 
ble newspaper comment. The Philadel 
phia North American looks upon it as 

in reality a victory for the Prohibition 
movement. It says: 

The far-sighted Prohibitionist will 
thank God for the temporary perpetu- 
ation of the abuses that form his best 
weapon to force the attainment of his 
ideal of universal Prohibition. 
The North American goes on to ex- 

press its opinion that the only thing 
that has made “dry” states during the 
last ten years has been the refusal of 
the brewers and distillers to recognize 
the will of the people in “dry” counties. 
The refusal now to recognize the will 
of the people in ‘‘dry” states wilT^trbe- 
lieves, result in national Prohibition. It 

says: 

Without hesitation, we say that from 
the doctor of divinity to the dive- 
keeper, the man is blind to the cur- 
rent of modern thought and sentiment 
who fails to see that this new nulli- 
fication of real states rights, empha- 
sized by the killing of these bills, 
means the ultimate adoption of a six- 
teenth amendment to the national Con- 
stitution. not in contravention of the 
interstate commerce doctrine, but in 
proper extension of the police power 
inherent in every sovereign state. 
The Timcs-Denwcrat of New Orleans 

bails the action of the sub-committee as 
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