
LINCOLN, PROHIBITION'S MORNING STAR 
The one victory we can all call complete will be the one that proclaims that there is not one slave or one drunkard on the face of 

(tod’s green earth. Recruit for this victory.—ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 1S1+2. 

[The article which follows was prepared by Dr. D. D. Thompson, the editor of the Northivest- 
crn Christian Advocate. Dr. Thompson has been one of the most careful and painstaking of the 
students of the life and times of Abraham Lincoln, and deserves to be regarded as an authority 
upon all subjects relating to the great war President. His book, “Abraham Lincoln, the First 
American,” is well and favorably known to all students of Lincoln’s life. Dr. Thompson has per- 
formed a most valuable service in gathering together in this article the facts which conclusively 
demonstrate President Lincoln’s standing and views regarding that question, which he himself 
considered one of the greatest—if not the greatest, of the problems of American life.—Editor's 
Note.] 

Some liquor papers and some supporters of the 
saloons are making a desperate effort to have it 
appear that Abraham Lincoln was in favor of 
liquor selling and liquor drinking, and that he 
both sold and drank liquor. The Champion of 
Fair Play of Chicago, a national organ of the 
liquor dealers, in its issue following Lincoln's 
Birthday had an editorial in which it declared that 
Lincoln “was not only a liquor dealer but a 

bartender as well,” and that he was also “a can 

rusher.” The same paper later printed the fol- 
lowing as the words of Lincoln: 

“Prohibition will work great injury to the cause 
of temperance. It is a species of intemperance 
within itself, for it goes beyond the bounds of rea- 
son in that it attempts to control a man’s ap- 
petite by legislation, and in making crimes out of 
things that are not crimes. A Prohibition law 
strikes a blow at the very principles on which 
our government was founded. I have always been 
found laboring to protect the weaker classes from 
the stronger, and I never can give my consent to 
such a law as you propose to enact. Until my 
tongue shall be silenced in death I will continue 
to fight for the rights of men.” 

The National Model License League, a liquor 
organization, is sending the same story over the 
country. 

No such utterance as the foregoing can be found 
among the writings or speeches of Abraham 
Lincoln. He never said it. It is a fake or a 

forgery and is entirely contrary to all of his utter- 
ances and the practice of his life. That Mr. 
Lincoln, if living, would in all probability be a 

Prohibitionist is shown in his speech delivered by 
him at Clinton, 111., March 29, 1839, in defense of 
fifteen women who had been arrested for “smash- 
ing” a wine parlor. Although public sympathy 
was with the women, none of the local lawyers 
would take up their defense on account of the in- 

fluence of the liquor dealers. Lincoln, upon learn- 
ing the situation volunteered to defend them. In 
the course of his speech he is reported to have 
said: 

“May it please the court, I will say a few words 
in behalf of the women who are arraigned before 
your honor and the jury. I would suggest, first, 
that there be a change in the indictment, so as 
to have it read, ‘The State against Mr. Whisky/ 
instead of ‘The State against the Women.’ It 
would be far more appropriate. Touching this 
question there are three laws: First, the law of 
self-protection; second, the law of the statute; 
third, the law of God. The law of self-protection 
is the law of necessity, as shown when our fathers 
threw the tea into Boston harbor, and in asserting 
their right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness. This is tbe defense of these women. The 
man who has persisted in selling whisky has had 
no regard for their well-being or the welfare of 
their husbands and sons. He has had no fear*of 
God nor regard for man; neither has he had any 
regard for the laws of the statute. No jury can 
fix any damages or punishment for any violation 
of the moral law. The course pursued by this 
liquor dealer has been for the demoralization of 
society. His groggery has been a nuisance. These 
women, finding all moral suasion of no avail with 
this fellow, oblivious to all tender appeals, alike 
regardless of their prayers and tears, in order to 
protect their households and promote the welfare 
of the community, united to suppress the nuisance. 
The good of society demanded its suppression. 
They accomplished what otherwise could not have 
been done.” 

Those who were most intimately associated with 
Lincoln, both in his public and private life, de- 
clare without hesitation that he was a total ab- 

Stainer from the use of liquor. The declaration 
that Lincoln sold liquor is based upon the fact 
that he was at one time clerk in a store in which 
liquor may have been sold, and that he was asso- 

ciated in business with a man named Berry, who 
applied for a hotel license to sell liquor, and the 
name of Lincoln as well as that of Berry was 

signed to this application. It would not have 
been surprising if he had done so, for liquor was 

a common article of commerce in all stores in his 
day, but there is no evidence that, either as a clerk 
or as the associate of Berry, Lincoln sold liquor. 
On the contrary, Leonard Swett, one of his most 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
Born Feb. 13, 1809—Died April 15, 1865. 

intimate personal friends, in the volume entitled 
“Reminiscences of Abraham Lincoln,” published 
in 1886, wrote as follows of this period of 
Lincoln’s life: 

“A difference, however, soon arose between him 
and the old proprietor, the present partner of 
Lincoln, in reference to the introduction of whisky 
into the establishment. The partner insisted that, 
on the principle that honey catches flies, a barrel of 
whisky in the store would invite custom and their 
sales would increase; while Lincoln, who never 
liked liquor, opposed the innovation. He told me 
not more than a year before he was elected Presi- 
dent that he had never tasted liquor in his life. 
‘What!’ I said, ‘do you mean to say you never 
tasted it?’ ‘Yes; I never tasted it.’ The result 
was that a bargain was made by which Lincoln 
should retire from his partnership in the store.” 

Lincoln retired from the partnership with Berry 
with a heavy debt resting upon him that it took 
him years to pay. 

Mr. Lincoln not only did not use liquor, even 

when a young man, but he urged others not to 
do so. Several biographers relate the incidents, 
in which, being urged to show his strength, he 
lifted a barrel of whisky above his head and took 
a drink of the liquor out of the bunghole. Some- 
one.remarked, “Well, Abe, you have taken a drink 
of whisky for once in your life and broken your 

pledge.” Lincoln spat the liquor out of his mouth 
and replied quietly, “And I have not done so 

now.” Dr. Robert H. Browne, author of “Abra- 
ham Lincoln and the Men of His Time,” one of 
the best of the biographies of Lincoln, says that 
Lincoln followed his action with a few words to 
his friends standing around, which Lincoln after- 
ward spoke of as his first temperance speech: 
“My friends,” Lincoln said, “you will do well and 
the best you can with it to empty this barrel of 
liquor on the ground as I threw it out of my 
mouth. ... As a good friend, without count- 

ing the distress and wreckage of mind, let me 

advise, that if you wish to remain healthy and 
strong, turn it away from your lips.” 

Even Ward Lamon, who is quoted as one 

authority for the statement that Lincoln was not a 

Prohibitionist, declares: 

“For many years he was an ardent agitator 
against the use of intoxicating beverages, and 
made speeches far and near in favor of total 
abstinence. Some of them were printed and of 
one he was not a little proud. He abstained him- 
self not so much on principle as because of a total 
lack of appetite. He had no taste for spirituous 
liquors, and when he took them it was a punish- 
ment to him, not an indulgence. But he disliked 
sumptuary laws and would not prescribe by 
statute what other men should eat or drink. When 
the temperance men ran to the legislature to in- 
voke the powers of the state, his voice—the most 
eloquent among them—was silent. He did not 

oppose them, but quietly withdrew from the cause 
and left others to manage it.” 

The reasons given by Mr. Lamon for Mr.' 
Lincoln’s abstinence from liquor and of his opposi- 
tion to so-called sumptuary legislation are merely 
the expression of his (Lamon’s) personal opinion. 
They are not a logical consequence of Lincoln’s 
lack of taste for spirituous liquors; indeed, the 
reverse would be the case, for Mr. Lincoln would 
not have been making speeches far and near in 
favor of total abstinence if he had not been sincere 
in his opposition to iiquor and if he were ad- 
vocating total abstinence simply because he him- 
self had no taste for liquor. His temperance ad- 
dress delivered in Springfield, 111., on Washing- 
ton’s Birthday, February 22, 1842, shows that he 
looked upon the use of liquor as a great evil, for, 
comparing the overthrow of intemperance with 
the Revolution of 1776, he speaks of the temper- 
ance revolution thus: “In it (the temperance 
revolution) we shall find stronger bondage 
broken, a viler slavery manumitted, a greater 
tyrant deposed—in it more of want supplied, 
more disease healed, more sorrow assuaged. By 
it, no orphans starving, no widows weeping; by 
it, none wounded in feeling, none injured in in- 
terest. Even the dram-maker and dram-seller 
will have glided into other occupations so grad- 
ually as never to have felt the change, and will 
stand ready to join all others in the universal 
song of gladness. And what a noble ally this to 
the cause of political freedom.” The terms, “a 
viler slavery manumitted,” “a greater tyrant 
deposed,” “more of want supplied,” “more disease 
healed,” “more sorrow assuaged,” “no orphans 
starving” “no widows weeping,” “none wounded 
in feeling,” “none injured in interest,” would indi- 
cate that Lincoln’s opposition to intemperance was 

not simply due to the fact that he had no taste 
for liquor, but they would indicate that he had 
an intense hatred of that which caused such 
slavery, such tyranny, such want, such disease, 
such sorrow, such starvation of orphans, suck—« 
weeping of widows. In anticipation of the suc- 

cess of the temperance revolution, he exclaimed: 
“Hail, fall of fury! Reign of reason, all hail!” 
Such terms were not used by a man who was a 

“bartender” or a “can rusher.” To apply the term 


