
“can rusher” to Lincoln is simply to illustrate 
the baseness of the saloon and its degrading in- 
fluence upon those who like the Champion of Fair 
Play, are its advocates and the willingness of its 
advocates to drag down to its level the honored 

r 
name of Lincoln in the hope that thereby the sa- 

loon may be continued in its degrading work. 
The fact that Lincoln’s convictions as to the use 

of liquor were so strong, and abstinence from 
them so much the habit of his life, that he was 

not conscious of temptation to drink, was illus- 
trated in the incident ihat occurred when the com- 

mittee appointed by the Republican national con- 

vention in ,1860 waited upon him at Springfield 
to notify him of his nomination for the presi- 
dency. Several newspaper men of the day, among 
them Mr. Charles Carlton Coflin, author of a 

“Life of Lincoln,” united in the statement that 
citizens of the city of Springfield, knowing the 
total abstinence habit of Mr. Lincoln and that he 
would have no liquor in his house, called upon 
him and suggested that they be permitted to pro- 
vide wine or other liquors. Mr. Lincoln declined, 
saying that he could not allow others to do what 
he would not do himself. 

Mr. Carpenter, the painter of the magnificent 
picture representing the signing of the Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation, gives in his volume entitled 
“Six Months in the White House” the story of 
an eyewitness of what occurred after the formal 
ceremonies connected with the business of the 
committee on notification had passed. Mr. Lincoln, 
says the writer, remarked that as an appropriate 
conclusion to an interview so important and in- 
teresting he supposed good manners would require 
that he should furnish the committee something to 

drink; and opening a door he called out, “Mary! 
Mary!” A girl responded to the call, to whom 
Mr. Lincoln spoke in an undertone. In a few 
minutes the maid entered bearing a large tray con- 

taining several glass tumblers and a large pitcher 
and placed it upon the center table. Mr. Lincoln 
then arose, and, gravely addressing the distin- 

guished gentlemen, said: “Gentlemen, we must 

pledge- our mutual healths in the most healthy 
beverage God has given to man. It is the only 
beverage I have ever used or ever allowed in my 

family, and I cannot conscientiously depart from 
it on the present occasion; it is pure Adam's ale 
from the spring,” And, taking a tumbler, he 
touched it to his lips and pledged them his highest 
respect in a cup of cold water. 

The Champion of Fair Play bases its assertion 
that Mr. Lincoln was a “can rusher” on the 

reputed story that during the battle of Shiloh 
Mr. Lincoln, late in the evening, visited the office 
of the telegraph operator of the Washington Post 
and found the operator regaling himself by drink- 

ing beer out of a can. Lincoln is reported to have 
said : “What have -you there ?” pointing to where 
the can was hidden. “Only some beer, Mr. Presi- 
dent,” said the abashed man. “Let me look at it,” 
Mr. Lincoln is reported to have said, and being 
handed the half-emptied can proceeded to drink 
the remainder of the beer, and with a smack of 
his lips reached down in his pocket for a quarter, 
called the office boy, and instructed him to “go 
and get some more.” “Lincoln and the operator,” 
says the Champion, “received reports from the 

battleground, discussed the condition of affairs, 
and drank beer out of the can until after mid- 

night.” 
We have the highest authority for the state- 

ment that this story is untrue. That is Mr. 
Lincoln himself. 

The battle of Shiloh was fought April 6, 1862. 

About a year and a half afterward, Mr. Lincoln in 

addressing a committee of the Sons of Temper- 
ance which visited the White House, September 
29, 1863, said to them: “If I were better known 
than I am, you would not need to be told that in 
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THE LOCAL PROHIBITION CYCLONE 

How the Saloon Devil Got a Broad Hint from the People of the 
Great Prairie State 

By the Hon. ALONZO E. WILSON. 

The above map shows the extent of the saloon’s remaining foothold among the counties of Illi- 
nois. The white counties are those in which there are no saloons left. Counties marked with one 

black dot have one saloon town and counties with two black dots have two saloon towns. All 
counties having more than two saloon towns' are shaded. Of these six have only three towns, where 
liquor is sold, and only tzvo counties in the whole state have no “dry” territory. Even Cook county, 
where Chicago is, is almost half “dry.” The map is respectfully and sympathetically contributed to 
the joy of the liquor men and liquor papers who are celebrating the whisky “victories” of last week. 

A Prohibition cyclone struck Illinois on April 
7, wrecking forever 1,500 dram shops and leav- 
ing 35 counties absolutely dry. Out of the wreck 
the liquor men saved one saloon town in each of 
17 other counties, while in some dozen additional 
counties they saved two towns. The big cities 
were carried by the rum sellers with the excep- 
tion of Rockford, Galesburg and Decatur. Prac- 

tically all of the dry counties are south of Bloom- 

ington and east of Springfield. There are several 
dry counties in the military tract in western Illi- 
nois, and two on the Wisconsin line will be Pro- 
hibition territory. 

It was a terrific battle, with the Prohibition 
forces and the Anti-Saloon League lined on one 

side and the liquor host on the other. The brew- 
ers and distillers spent literally hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in putting out literature and 


