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THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN’S BULLETIN 
Fellow Prohibitionists:—Current events are moving with startling rapidity toward 

the coming national uprising against drink. 
Here in Illinois an unexpected conjunction of incidents has suddenly provoked such 

a revolt against the slavery of good men in rum-ruled old parties as shall yet hy the grace 
of God fire the hearts of 10,000,000 patriots who have long been in involuntary bondage 
to clever political bosses, and may precipitate a national revolution. 

In an inadvertent moment, off its guard, the Republican party of Illinois, at the dicta- 
tion of the liquor-devil it has served so faithfully 'but diplomatically for four decades, 
inserted in its platform an open bid for the vote of every saloonkeeper, gambler, thug and 
criminal in the state, in the shape of a bald declaration in favor of “personal liberty.” 
I noted this last week. But the time is past when such an insult to the friends of law and 
order and to the whole Christian church of a sovereign state can pass unchallenged. 

Already, within and without the ranks of the Republican party, the decent people 
of the state are ablaze with righteous indignation against this shameless attempted betrayal 
of the state bodily into the hands of the liquor traffic. 

The Chicago Methodist Ministers’ meeting today by a burning resolution denounced 
the action of the Republican party convention. 

The Northwestern Christian Advocate for April 8 aims an editorial thirteen-inch shell 
of fact and argument straight into the breastworks of the “alliance,” under the startling 
headline, “The Degradation of the Republican Party,” and headed its own two-page 
broadside with this pointed message from Bishop William F. McDowell, President of 
the Methodist Church Temperance Society: 

“If ‘the Republican party is bound to support our policies for a repeal of the Sunday excise 
laws as well as every one of the laws that call for local option,’ and if ‘the party is pledged now and 
we propose to make it live up to that pledge,’ as Mr. Cermak, secretary of the United Societies, is re- 

ported to have declared, then the Christian people of Illinois will be bound to overthrow the Repub- 
lican party, and do it in the name of Abraham Lincoln 

This Illinois Republican blunder may be a Providential event for the great reform. 
Here is the significance. It is not a new attitude of the party founded by Lincoln, but 

now as loyally supported by the leading brewers and whisky makers of the land. But the 
^.undisguised phrasing of this personal liberty liberty plank reveals it in epitome as the very 

platform upon which Chicago’s 7,000 saloons ave presumed to nullify law and set at defi- 
ance the authority of city and state alike. 

Thus it has opened the eyes of thousands of earnest temperance and Prohibition Repub- 
licans to the truth of the text from which the Prohibition party has preached for forty 
years—that the Republican party is and has long been the tool and instrument of the 
liquor trade to preserve and perpetuate its power. 

The local option law, passed by the last legislature, which was Republican, was secured 
almost at the bayonet point of aroused public opinion and is now threatened with repeal. 

The Illinois Democrats are still more outspoken for the saloon. 
The situation in Illinois is being duplicated in Iowa, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 

vania, New York, West Virginia, Michigan, Minnesota and other states, where Republican 
opposition to the Prohibition movement or recent defeats of local Prohibition measures 

by Republican and Democratic coalitions despite overwhelming popular demand, show how 
completely in the power of the liquor trade their organizations have now come to be. 

While the people are learning this lesson in the long-primer of current events, there 
comes another inspiring battalion of facts in a list of over two hundred Prohibition cities 
averaging 15,000 population apiece, now being steadily added to, but which is already 
large enough to spike the enemy’s largest gun that has so long thundered forth the 
falsehood, “Prohibition will never win and cannot succeed in the large cities.” 

These cities need, and will yet achieve the honest administration and fearless enforce- 
ment policy of a Prohibition party pledged to support the law, but even as they are they 
stand as an irresistible answer to every brewer’s taunt that “Prohibition is restricted 
exclusively to the rural districts.” 

Correspondence on file at Prohibition national headquarters last year showed eighty- 
two Prohibition cities in seventeen states having a population of from 5,000 to 150,000 
each. Now the records show more than two hundred such Prohibition cities with an aver- 

age population of 15,658 each, and having an aggregate urban population of 3,178,588. 
Forty percent of the whole number, including the three largest municipalities of At- 

lanta, Ga., Birmingham, Ala., and Worcester, Mass., have been added during the past 
fifteen months. 

Forty-three of these cities have become Prohibition municipalities since January 1, 
1908. 

These are facts which should inspire every friend and comrade to buckle on his armor 
for the greatest battle this year in all the history of the cause. 

Yours for The Victory, 

Chicago, April 13. Chairman, Prohibition National Committee. 

THE SITUATION IN MAINE 

Why the Prohibition Party Must be Restored 
to Official Standing in Pine Tree State 

Portland, Maine,. April ll—(.Special corre 

spondence)—As Maine has a prohibitory law 

which is fairly well enforced in the most of the 

counties in the state, it might seem to the casual 
observer a waste of effort for the Prohibition 

party to attempt to regain the position on the 
official ballot which was lost because so many 

Prohibitionists went off to vote for Governor 
Cobb two years ago. 

But there are many things that cannot he 
learned by a casual glance at the situation. 

JAMES PERRIGO 
Chairman Maine Prohibition Committee 

While the Prohibition party has never been 

large enough to seriously menace Republican 
success in this state, it has furnished an oppor- 

tunity for temperance Republicans and Demo- 
crats to express their convictions, when the nulli- 
fication of the prohibitory law by the politicians 
became so disgusting that law-abiding citizens 
could stand it no longer. Thus the credit of 
liquor law enforcement in the state of Maine is 
due very largely to the Prohibition nullification 
policy of the Republicans. Knowing that an- 

other party is organized and in the field, they 
dare not carry this policy of nullification to an 

extreme (except in certain localities), for fear 
that their best men will unite with it against 
them. 

So thoroughly were some of the best citizens 
of the state convinced of this that, in 1898, when 
it was thought that the Prohibition party would 
abandon its organization, a number of Republi- 
cans and Democrats, who did not intend to 
themselves vote the Prohibition ticket, signed a 

statement for publication in the press of the 
state, urging the party to continue in the field. 
This was again illustrated in the election of 
Sheriff Pearson, when nearly sixty percent of the 
Republicans and about fifteen percent of the 
Democrats in Cumberland county, having become 
infinitely disgusted with Republican nullification, 
voted for him. Even as late as 1906 we had 
another illustration of its usefulness, this time 
in Kennebec county, where the Republicans re- 


