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THOUSANDS MORE 

Elsewhere in this paper, prominence is 

given to an effort which is being made by 
the Extension Fund Committee, which has 

already materially assisted in the widening 
of this paper’s circulation and influence, to 

secure almost immediately an enormous 

number of new readers for 'The National 
Prohibitionist. 

It would hardly be expected that we would 
be regarded as wholly unprejudiced in our 

estimate, yet it seems very clear to us that 
no better work can be engaged in and no 

better investment can be made for the prog- 
ress of the party than that which is sug- 
gested by the committee upon page one of 
this paper. 

During the past five months the Prohi- 
bitionists have rallied to the work of get- 
ting subscriptions for The National Pro- 
hibitionist in most magnificent fashion. 
The total of new subscribers reaches many 
thousands, and the Prohibition cause, 

through the work of the almost 4,000 men 

and women who have enlisted in this ser- 

vice of subscription getting, today has a hear- 

ing in thousands of homes where a few 
months ago it was practically an unknown 
and foreign subject. 

This work cannot fail to produce large 
results in the election. Under the most ad- 
verse circumstances it has been estimated in 
the past that one new subscriber for a Pro- 
hibition paper will average the production 
of one more Prohibition vote in the ballot 
box at the ensuing election. Under the pre- 
vailing conditions of hopefulness and en- 

thusiasm, the gain should be much larger. 
Hundreds of men who, six months ago, wTere 

taking no Prohibition paper, have now been 

reading The National Prohibitionist two, 
three and four months, and, as a result, 
not only see their own duty as citizens more 

clearly than ever before but have become en- 

thusiastic propagandists for the cause and 
the party. 

This is the side of the proposition that ap- 
peals to us most directly and most strongly, 
in spite of the fact that we cannot deny 

being much interested in the additional 

strength that the success of this movement, 
which is now undertaken, will give to The 
National Prohibitionist. The men who 
undertook last November the financial re- 

sponsibility for the publication of this paper 
shouldered a burden heavier than any ever 

before undertaken in the interests of the 
Prohibition movement. Some of the best 
men in the party did not believe that the task 
could be performed. There were those who 
gave us less than three months’ lease of life. 
Almost five months have passed; and, while 
the problems are not all Solved, and the bur- 
den has not vanished in thin air, success has 
attended every step and very substantial 
progress has been made. The history of the 
last five months amply justifies the venture 
which we made last November. If now there 
can be given to the enterprise the additional 
immediate strength that such an inarease in 
our circulation will give and such a com- 

mand of ready money will afford, The Na- 
tional Prohibitionist will enter the na- 

tional campaign, not only well furnished to 

play the part that the national Prohibition 

paper must play in that campaign, but with 
its future usefulness fully assured. 

Every man connected with this paper is 

today, not only doing his utmost for the 
advancement of the cause in the line of work 
to which lie is here called, but is, without 

question, doing the best work for the cause 

that he has ever done; and we do not feel 
that there is any impropriety in seeking for 
them the enlisted help of all who are inter- 
ested in the movement which they serve. 

May we add one word? We trust that 
the many friends who are entering this en- 

terprise and purchasing these Post Card Cer- 
tificates will not fail to remember that, when 

they have purchased the certificates, the work 
is only half accomplished. Each of these 
certificates as promptly as possible should 
be utilized for placing The National Pro- 
hibitionist in the hands of a hopeful reader. 
In saying a “hopeful reader” we do not 

necessarily mean the prominent and influ- 
ential people of your community. A paper 
sent to the minister or to the editor or to 
the doctor may produce valuable results, but 

just as frequently valuable results will be 

produced from papers which go into the 
homes of those who are in less prominent 
walks of life. Some of our best workers have 
been made by placing a Prohibition paper 
in the hands of a workingman, of the day 
laborer in the farm field, of the mechanic in 
the shop or the railroad man in his car or 

his cab. 
The great end of this movement proposed 

by the Extension Fund Committee is to place 
27ic National Prohibitionist in the hands 
of thousands of men whom it will persuade 
to become Prohibition voters and Prohibi- 
tion workers. Good sense commands to do 
so at once. 

The idea inspires us. We fancy that oth- 
ers will catch the same inspiration. 

But the real point is, not inspiration, but 

WORK. The wide difference between suc- 

cess and failure for this plan, between strong, 
effective work in the campaign and impotent 
attempts to meet the campaigns demanasf^ 
all lies in the response that YOU, the reader, 
will now make to'this proposition. 

THE ILLINOIS ELECTIONS 

The result of the local elections in the 
state of Illinois may properly be regarded 
as a decisive victory for the Prohibition 
party, since it was that organization that 
conducted and led the fight against the sa- 

loon in by far the greater part of the state. 
More than eighteen hundred meetings were 

held under the auspices of the Prohibition 
party; millions of pages of literature were 

distributed from the state headquarters of 
the party, and the generalship of the cam- 

paign rested largely with the state chairman 
of the party, the Hon. Alonzo E. Wilson, 
who seized the opportunity given by the local 
option law of the state, to help the people 
to perform the duty that the legislature neg-. 
lected. 

It is a fact, worthy of very careful con- 

sideration, that the notable defeats of the 
no-license people took place in those coun- 
ties where, because another organization pro- 
fessed to represent the temperance sentiment, 
the people objected to the presenec of the 
Prohibition party workers. ISTotably those 
towns which postponed Prohibition county 
conventions because of their fear that party 
action would interfere with the success of 
the no-license movement, lost in the con- 
test and were carried by the saloons, while 
those counties where the Prohibition party 
work was most actively carried on, were the 
scenes of the most brilliant victories against 
the liquor interests. * 

THE VOTE THAT COUNTS 

Mr. John Koelling, the president of the 
so-called “United Societies” that have cham- 
pioned the lawbreaking of the saloons in the 
city of Chicago, is to be credited with a very 
accurate and discriminating analysis of the 
vote in this city at the recent municipal 
election. Mr. Koelling, as quoted in pub- 
lished interviews, said: 

“What a farce it is for the Prohibitionists to 
claim that^they reflect the sentiment of the peo- 
ple of Illinois. Out of a total of more than 250,- 
000 votes cast in the city of Chicago yesterday, 
on the heels of all the agitation on the liquor 
and personal liberty issues that have been hottest 
in Chicago, the Prohibition ticket polled less than 
10,000 votes.” 

It is entirely probable that comparatively 
few of the men who cast the ballots which 
were counted in Chicago on Tuesday night 
of last week viewed the matter in just this 
light. Every effort had been made to ob- 
scure the issue from the average voter. The 
great daily papers of the city, even those 
that had professed to stand for law enforce- 
ment, refused to recognize the saloon ques- 
tion in any of its phases as an issue in the 
city election and indiscriminately recom- 
mended to the suffrages of the citizens, alder- 
manic candidates who had surrendered to 
the United Societies and signed the pledge 
to favor Sunday beer and aldermanic candi-" 
dates who had refused to sign. 

And so the citizens voted, largely blindly, 
and few realized, until the votes had been 
counted, and many of them probably do not 
realize yet, that they were voting upon the 


