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tlie advocacy of the cause of temperance you 
have a friend and sympathizer in me. When I 
was a young man long ago—before the Sons of 

Temperance as an organization had an existence 
—I, in a humble way, made temperance speeches, 
and I think 1 may say that to this day I have 
never, by my example, belied zvhat / then said.” 
A more crushing answer to the Champion’s 
charge could not be made than this statement of 
Abraham Lincoln himself. 

1 o have so used liquor would have been a moral 
impossibility for Abraham Lincoln in the face 
of his utterances and the practice of his life of 
warning young men against the use of liquor. 
The late Captain J. R. Fitch of Evanston, 111., re- 

lates that after Mr. Lincoln’s speech at Leaven- 
worth, Kan., in the winter of 1859, Mr. Lincoln 
and friends, among whom was Captain Fitch, then 
a young man, were invited to the home of Judge 
Delahay, where Mr. Lincoln was entertained. The 
refreshments included wine, of which almost 
everyone except Mr. Lincoln partook. “The next 

day,” wrote Captain Fitch some years ago in the 
Northwestcrn Christian Advocate, “we escorted 
him back to the train; and, to my dying day, I 
shall never forget our parting. I was only twenty- 
two years old. Mr. Lincoln bade each one 

good-by. and gave each a hearty grasp of the 
hand. He bade me good-by last and, as he took 
my hand in both of his, and stood there tower- 

ing above me, he looked down into my eyes with 
that sad, kindly look of his, and said: “My 
young friend, do not put an enemy in your mouth 
to steal away your brains.’ 

Mrs. La Salle Corbell Pickett, widow of the 
famous Confederate general who was appointed 
a cadet to West Point through Lincoln’s influence, 
in an interesting article on her husband in Mc- 
Clure’s Magazine for March, presents the follow- 
ing important letter from Lincoln. “In one of 
the letters which the young cadet,” writes Mrs. 
Pickett, “received from Mr. Lincoln soon after 
entering West Point is the following passage: 

“T have just told the folk here in Springfield 
on this lllth anniversary of the birth of him 
whose name, mightiest in the cause of civil lib- 
erty, still mightiest in the cause for moral re- 

formation, we mention in solemn awe, in naked, 
deathless splendor, that the one victory we can 
ever call complete will be that one which pro- 
claims that there is not one slave or one drunkard 
on the face of God's green earth. Recruit for this 
victory.’ 

The men closest to Abraham Lincoln while he 
was President were his private secretaries. Two 
of them, John Hay and William O. Stoddard, de- 
clare that Mr. Lincoln never used liquor in any 
form, and Mr. Stoddard declares that the liquor 
sent to the White House as a compliment to the 
President was sent by him to the hospitals. 

Mr. Stoddard, in his volume entitled “Inside the 
White House in War Times,” after speaking of 
the general use of liquor as a feature of the social 
life of Washington, says: 

“There is nothing of the sort in the White 
House at present, for Mr. Lincoln is strictly ab- 
stinent as to all intoxicating drinks. His first 
printed paper, written while a mere boy, was a 

vigorous denunciation of the evils produced by 
whisky among the settlers in the backwoods of 
his then own state of Indiana. We are to dine 
with him today by special invitation, and you will 
see for yourself that there is no wine upon his 
table; but a large number of Northern newspaper 
editors will tell you afterward that your eyes de- 
ceived you, and that the President was much the 
worse after dinner, according to his half con- 
cealed custom. Tt is when he has been drinking, 
they say, that he does such things and tells such 
stories. The things, political and warlike, which 
the reporters may see fit to disapprove, may be 
the very acts for which some other men praise 
him; but we who have been in and out of the 
White House, day after day, have failed to hear 
any of those objectionable stories. We have 

heard pointed illustrations of many a keen-edged 
piece of common sense, but then they could have 
been uttered harmlessly anywhere.” 

Mr. Hay confirms Mr. Stoddard. He says: 
“Mr. Lincoln was a man of extremely temperate 
habits; he made no use of either whisky or to- 

bacco, during all the years that I knew him.” 
Major William H. Crook, who was executive 

clerk at the White House in the administration 
of President Lincoln and still holds the place, said 
recently: “Never while he was President did I 
ever see or hear of Abraham Lincoln’s drinking 
one drop of liquor of any kind.” 

Mr. Lincoln’s son declared that his father never 

used liquor or tobacco in any form. He is said 
to have often preached the following “sermon,” 
as he called it, to his boys: “Don’t drink, don’t 
smoke, don’t chew, don’t swear, don’t gamble, 
don’t lie, don’t cheat. Love your fellow men and 
love God. Love truth, love virtue, and be happy.” 

Those who were brought into intimate associa- 
tion with Mr. Lincoln have declared, without hesi 
tation, that Mr. Lincoln was a total abstainer. 
Among those who pay tribute to Mr. Lincoln’s 
personal habits are Senator Shelby M. Cullom 
of Illinois, who knew Mr. Lincoln for many years 
before he became President and is reported in the 
Record-Herald of May 16, 1908, to have said: 
“Lincoln never drank, smoked, chewed tobacco, 
or swore. He was a man of the most simple 
habits. I recall distinctly when a committee of 
Springfield citizens, including myself, called at 
Lincoln’s house after he was nominated for Presi- 
dent, to talk over with him the arrangements for 
receiving the committee on notification. Lincoln 
said: ‘Boys, I have never had a drop of liquor 
in my whole life and I don’t want to begin now.’ 
This part of the entertainment was provided for 
elsewhere.” 

But the most valuable evidence of Mr. Lincoln’s 
temperance views and practices are his own 

words. The first composition he ever wrote was 

on the foolishness of liquor drinking and the evils 
that came from the habit. He became very much 
interested in the Washingtonian movement which 
swept over the country, and frequently addressed 
temperance meetings. In his address delivered 
on Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 1842, he 
used these remarkable words, which contain a 

prophecy of the overthrow of slavery and in- 
temperance and consequently of the downfall of 
the saloon: 

“The demon of intemperance ever seems to have 
delighted in sucking the blood of genius and 
generosity. What one of us but can call to mind 
some relative more promising in youth than all 
his fellows who has fallen a sacrifice to his 
rapacity? He ever seems to have gone forth like 
the Egyptian angel of death, commissioned to slay, 
if not the first, the fairest born, of every family. 
Shall he now be arrested in his desolating career? 
In that arrest all can aid that will, and who shall 
be excused that can and will not? Far around as 
human breath has ever blown he keeps our 

fathers, our brothers, our sons, and our friends 
prostrate in the chains of moral death. To all 
the living everywhere we cry: ‘Come, sound the 
moral trump, that these may rise and stand up 
an exceedingly great army.’ ‘Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain that 
they may live.’ If the relative grandeur of revolu- 
tion shall be estimated by the great amount of 
human misery they alleviate, and the small amount 
they inflict, then, indeed, will this be the grandest 
the world shall ever have seen. 

“Of our political revolution of 1776 we are all 
justly proud. It has given us a degree of political 
freedom far exceeding that of any other na- 

tions of the earth. In it the world has found a 
solution of the long-mooted problem as to the 
capability of man to govern himself. In it was 

the germ which has vegetated, and still is to grow 
and expand into the universal liberty of mankind. 
But with all these glorious results, past, present, 
and to come, it had its evils, too. It breathed 
forth famine, swam in blood, and rode in fire; 
and long, long after, the orphan’s cry and the 

widow’s wail continued to break the sad silence 
that ensued. These were the price, the inevif^JjE^ 
price, paid for the blessings it bought. 

“Turn now to the temperance revolution. In it " 

we shall find a stronger bondage broken, a viler 
slavery manumitted, a greater tyrant deposed—in it 
more of want supplied, more disease healed, more 
sorrow assuaged. By it, no orphans starving, no 
widows weeping; by it, none wounded in feeling 
none injured in interest. Even the dram maker 
and dram seller will have glided into other occu- 

pations so gradually as never to have felt the 
change, and will stand ready to join all others in 
the universal song of gladness. And what a 

noble ally this to the cause of political freedom 1 
With such an aid its march cannot fail to be on 
and on, till every son of earth shall drink in rich 
fruition the sorrow-quenching draughts of perfect 
liberty! Happy day, when—all appetites con- 

trolled, all passions subdued, all matter subjugated 
—mind, all-conquering mind, shall live and move, 
the monarch of the world! Glorious consumma- 

tion ! Hail, fall of fury! Reign of reason, all 
hail! 

Ana wnen the victory snail oe complete— 
when there shall be neither a slave nor a drunkard 
on the earth—how proud the title of that land 
which may truly claim to be the birthplace and 
the cradle of both those revolutions that'shall have 
ended in that victory! How nobly distinguished 
that people who shall have planted and nurtured 
to maturity both the political and moral freedom 
of their species!” 

As the beginning of the downfall of slavery 
came within a quarter of a century after this 

prophecy was uttered, and in its downfall Lincoln 
himself was an important factor, it may be that 
within the next quarter of a century will come 

the downfall of the saloon, and that in this victory 
Abraham Lincoln, through his utterances on tem- 

perance, may also be an important factor. Doubt- 
less the liquor dealers and their allies recognize 
the moral power of Abraham Lincoln’s utterances 

against intemperance and seek, even by discredit- 

ing his memory, to break the force of those utter- 

ances; but the words of Lincoln live and possess‘d 
living power. 

As Lincoln himself declared in his speech de- 
livered at the White House September 29, 1863, 
in addressing a committee of the Sons of Tem- 

perance, “Intemperance is one of the greatest, if 
not the greatest, of evils among mankind,” and he 
desired its overthrow as he desired the over- 

throw of human slavery. While there is no pub- 
lic utterance made by him that he was a Prohibi- 
tionist, the utterances he did make and the habits 
of his life would give credence to the statement 

of Major J. B. Merwin that on the morning of 
his assassination, April 14, 1865, Mr. Lincoln at 

the White House said to him: “After reconstruc- 

tion, the next great question will be the overthrow 
of the liquor traffic.” Whether Mr. Lincoln made 
that assertion or not, it is trite, and the person 
is doubtless now living who in some way will 

sign the death warrant of the saloon as Abraham 
Lincoln signed the death warrant of human 

slavery in America when he wrote his name to 

the Emancipation Proclamation. 

To “Dry Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, April 9—(Special correspond- 

ence)—There is a movement on foot to put Los 

Angeles in the Prohibition column. The Com- 
mittee of Twenty-five, appointed recently at a 

mass meeting to lay plans for the campaign, met 

today at lunch, at the Federation Coffee Club. 
The Rev. W. W. Logan of the United Presby- 
terian church was in the chair. Among those 
present were Dr. C. Elwood Nash, of the First 
Universalist church; Dr. E. P. Ryland, president 
of the Church Federation; Mrs. J. H. Blanchard, 
president of the Woman’s Parliament of Southern 
California; Mrs. Mary E. Garbutt, well known 
Socialist writer; Mrs. Wheat, Dr. Clark, Dr. Eng- _ 

strom, Wiley J. Phillips, editpr of the California 
Voice, Reynold E. Blight, associate minister of 
the Los Angeles Fellowship, and other well known 
citizens. A call was drafted to the churches and 
temperance organizations asking them to send 
delegates to a great mass meeting to launch the 
campaign. 


