
THE RECONAISSANCE 
A Critical Review of Current Newspaper Thought and Utterance upon the “ Drink Problem” 

FACTS VS. HARTFORD 
TIMES 

The Hartford, Conn., Daily Times 

throwing itself valorously into the breach 

against the no-license campaign in that 

city, with an air of finality enunciates 
certain statements which it evidently re- 

gards as basal principles. It says: 

Old as the contention is, it may be 
worth while to state again the objec- 
tions to establishing Prohibition in 
Hartford. The most important is that 
it will not promote morals or respect 
for law. On the contrary—as is abun- 
dant shown by experience—the real 
efTc t will be to discourage the harm- 
less, open, moderate drinking of a 

great number of people, and encourage 
the secret, illegal sale of liquor. Such 
sale is free from supervision, from the 
restraint of publicity, and from the 
necessity which exists in connection 

with these of preserving order and de- 
cency. It is too late to argue this 
point. The truth is known to all who 
have really observed facts instead of 
adopting theories that have no foun- 
dation. 

Another objection of a practical 
kind to the application of the no-li- 
cense law is that under license the city 
receives about $70,000 a year in fees, 
which would drop out if no-license 
were established. But the sale of 
liquor would go on. One or two other 
points may be touched on in a few 
words. It is enough to suggest them 
for they are tolerably familiar. One 
is that unlicensed sale of liquors is 
the only kir. I which lends itself nat- 
urally to promoting crime. It begins 
with violation of a statute, it encour- 

ages the sale of poisonous compounds, 
it educates in contempt of law, and it 
does not diminish drunkenness in the 
long run. 

To notice these assertions seriatim, it 

may be pointed out for the benefit of the 
Times that, while it is wholly doubtful, 
to put in in the mildest form possible, if 
any drinking is “harmless,” it is abso- 

lutely certain that by far the greater part 
of the drinking at public bars is harmful 
and that comparatively little of it is 
“moderate.” The secret and illegal sale 
of liquor, about which the Times is so 

much concerned, is by no means a neces- 

sity and is a possibility only when the 

political allies of the liquor business are 

kept in power. Yet, even where it exists 
(and it almost always exists in every li- 
censed town, side by side with the law- 
ful selling), such sale is no more “free 
from supervision” than is the liquor sell- 
ing of any saloon or hotel. The so- 
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“Prohibition Songs 
of Victory” 

The Latest Book of Prohibition Songs 
Issued to meet the demand for a 

low priced Prohibition Song Book. 
New words and music. Selections 
suitable for chorus singing, quartets 
(male and mixed voices), duets and 

solos. Forty-eight pages. Price, 15 

cents per copy; six for 75 cents; $1.25 
per dozen. Send orders to 

THE 
NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST 

87 Washington Street, Chicago. 

Subscribers' Wants. 
Readers of The National Prohibitionist 

may use this column for publishing theli 
wants or wares. The charge Is three 
cents for each word, the cash to ao. 

company orders. 200.000 Interested 
people read this column each week. 

FOR SALE—Improved real estate in rap- 
idly growing city of 10,000; three cottages 
and one 15-room house. Rentals, $75 to $100 
per month. Will give clear title for $6,000 cash. 
Address Douglas, care The National Prohibi- 
tionist, 87 Washington street, Chicago. 

SHEET MUSIC, five copies, 25c. Free bul- 
letins of all the latest hits. Semple Music Co., 
84 West avenue, Norwalk, Conn. 

WANTED—A young man with clean habits 
to sing tenor in a mixed quartet, give readings 
and impersonations and play a marimbaphone. 
Position will be open about the first of Janu- 
ary. Compensation liberal to one who can 
“make good.’’ Address C. W. Meneley, Room 
88, No. 92 La Salle street, Chicago. 

100 CALLING CARDS neatly printed, 50 
cents. Samples on request. The Noyes Print, 
Melrose Highlands, Mass. 

Plymouth Rock cockerels, $1.50; eggs, 75c 
per setting. Apple trees, l*^c; cherries, 34c; 
plums, 28c; grapes, 3c; currants, 12 for $1.00; 
hardy peaches. 25c. Best seeds. Catalogue 
free. Cyrus Harvey, Altoona, Iowa. 

MOTTLED ANCONAS—Excellent layers. 
Eggs $2 per fifteen. C. A. Fairbank, Averill 
Park, N. Y. 

THE D. R.—“t PREFER JUST A LEETLE LESS WATER IN MINE." 
—From the Chicago Daily Nezus. 

Another is that Prohibition is an at- 
tempt to make the use of wines and 
liquors by one set- of people seem im- 
moral while such use by others is put 
on a different footing. It is a fact 
that many of those who advocate the 
no-license vote use beer or wine or 

highballs or cocktails in their houses 
or clubs and would never advocate 
Prohibition if it meant interference 
with their own gratification in this 
way. 

For one more suggestion as to these 
general parts of the question it is only 
necessary to look at the familiar dec- 
laration that because some people 
drink to excess the sale of intoxicants 
must be forbidden. If that is true the 
rule ought to be applied also to the 
sale of candy or any rich food which 
tempts to excess and ruins the diges- 
tion more surely even than al- 
cohol. 

But the important things to remem- 
ber are the inutility of a no-license law 
to stop the use of alcoholic beverages, 
its cost to the city, and its demoraliz- 
ing effect on the community. 

called supervision of the liquor business 
by public officials is one of the most 

ridiculous of the ridiculous fancies that 
the defenders of the saloon indulge in. 
The saloon—the licensed saloon, behind 
the security of its license, perpetrates a 

thousand atrocities that no “hole in the 

wall,” hiding and trembling, would for a 

moment dare to venture. 
In the second place, it is by no means 

true that the un-licensed sale of liquor 
is the only kind which lends itself nat- 

urally to promoting crime. Crime is 
caused by liquor because of the ability of 
alcoholic poison to rob men of their rea- 

son. A glass of whisky sold in the 
palatial barroom of the Waldorf-As- 
toria, under sanction of the costly high 
license, accomplishes that result just as 

promptly and just as effectively as 

whisky sold in the lowest dive in the 
Bowery. The talk which we hear about 
the “bad quality” of liquor sold in un- 

licensed places is nonsense, as evenh'.ie 
familiar with the facts knows. It is to 
be remarked, too, that a large part of 
the sales that take place in licensed 
places “begin in a violation of the 
statute,” while the contempt of law pro- 
claimed by every licensed saloon of pn_. 
tically every city of the United States, 
is at once a scandal and a menace. 

Still again, the assertion of the Times 
that “Prohibition is an attempt to make 
use of wines and liquors by one set of 
people seem immoral, while such use by 
others is put on a different footing,” has 
no basis in fact. The Prohibitionist and 
ninety-nine percent of all who in any 
wayv oppose the licensed sale of liquor 
are opposed to the use of liquor as a 

beverage in any and every form and un- 

der all circumstances. The no-license 
vote of the people who have “highballs 
or cocktails in their homes or clubs” is 
a very small factor in the case. 

The attempt of the Times to make an 

argument out of candy is as childish as 

the candy habit is supposed to be. It is 
a matter of common knowledge that a 

very large percentage of the patrons of 
the liquor traffic suffer therefrom and 
their families and dependents with them. 

DIDN’T KNOW 

That Coffee Was Causing Her 
Trouble 

So common is the use of coffee as a 

beverage, many do not know that it is 
the cause of many obscure ails which 
are often attributed to other things. 

The easiest way to find out for one- 

self is to quit the coffee for a while, at 

least, and note results. A Virginia lady 
found out in this way, and also learned 
of a new beverage that is wholesome 
as well as pleasant to drink. She writes: 

“I am 40 years old and all my life, up 
to a year and a half ago, I had been a 

coffee drinker. About ten years ago, I 
had dyspepsia so bad that often the 
coffee I drank would sour on my stom- 
ach and I could not retain it. 

“Severe headaches and heart weak- 
ness made me feel sometimes as though 
I were about to die. After drinking a 

cup or two of hot coffee, not knowing 
it was harmful, my heart would go like 
a clock without a pendulum. At other 

I times it would almost stop and I» was 
I so nervous I did not like to be alone. 

“If I took a walk for exercise, as soon 
as I was out of sight of the house I’d 
feel as if I were sinking and this would 
frighten me terribly. My limbs would 
utterly refuse to support me, and the 
pity of it all was, I did not know that 
coffee was causing the trouble. 

“Reading in the papers that many 
persons were relieved of such ailments 
by leaving off coffee and drinking 
Postum, I got my husband to bring 
home a package. We made it accord- 
ing to directions and I liked the first 
cup. Its rich, snappy flavor was de- 
licious. 

“I have been using Postum about 
eighteen months and to my great^ay 
digestion is good, my nerves and heart 
are all right, in fact, I am a well woman 
once more, thanks to Postum.” 

“There’s a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
“The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 


