
ILLINOIS CONVENTION 

Outline of Great Political Gathering at Springfield Next Week— 
Prohibitionists to Write a New Chapter Head 

in History of Prairie State 

STATE CHAIRMAN WILSON 

Springfield, III., April 27—(Special corre- 

pondence)—Next week this city will be crowded 
with Prohibitionists from every county in Illi- 
nois. It will be the state convention of the Pro- 
hibition party to which 1,395 delegates and as 

many alternates have been elected. It will be an 

unusual convention, because it will meet upon 
the anniversary of the passage of the local Pro- 
hibition law and also the same day when 1,500 
dram shops in Illinois will close their doors 
forever. 

'N^XNever have the Prohibitionists of Illinois had 
this chance to gather in a state meeting for 

praise and thanksgiving. With both political par- 
ties captured by the liquor interests and with 
“personal liberty” planks in their platforms it 
is likely that there will be hundreds of anti- 
saloon Republicans and Democrats who will at- 

tend this convention to see what the Prohibi- 
tionists are going to do and whether they will 

ROBT. IT. PATTON 
Slated for Convention Chairman 

be welcomed in the Prohibition fold. They have 
been driven out of their own parties and know 
not where to go unless it is to affiliate with the 
Prohibitionists. 

The convention will be historic like the Re- 
publican convention of Bloomington in 1856, 
which put that party on the road to victory. It 
is not impossible for the Prohibition party to 

carry Illinois this year, and it can be done if 
the Prohibitionists will put up a big campaign 
fund to push the fight with such energy that it 

will mean victory. The election of twenty-five 
or thirty Prohibitionists to the legislature is al- 
most certain. If the Prohibitionists have faith 
to believe they can carry the state and are will- 
ing to back it up with the cash, it will be done. 

The railroads do not grant reduced rates to 

any convention in the state, hence the delegates 
and alternates will pay two cents per mile each 
way. They will do it gladly in order to have 
the privilege of being at this great meeting. 
No certificates are required, because there will 
be no reduction in the rate. 

State headquarters for the convention had been 
established at the Leland, but on account of the 
fire will be transferred to the St. Nicholas Ho- 

tel, near the Alton station. The Leland is still 
running its Annex, which is the new part of the 
hotel and which was not damaged by fire. Their 
rates are $2.50 per day, American plan; Euro- 

pean plan $1.00 per day and up. The St. Nicho- 
las, which includes the Silas Hotel across the 
street, has the same rate, except that rooms may 
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be had for seventy-five cents per day at the old 

Silas, which is an annex. The local committee 
recommends the Illinois Hotel, European, sev- 

enty-five cents to $1.50. This hotel has a large 
cafe. The Commercial, American plan, $1.25, 
and Hotel Normandie, American plan, $1.25 per 

day. The Chamber of Commerce will conduct 
a bureau of information at the convention hall 

giving a list of those private homes where rooms 

can be secured from 50 cents to $1.00 per night. 
Restaurants serve meals from fifteen cents up. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the 
local bureau of information in the State Arsenal. 
Convention hall is on the car line opposite the 

state capitol and one block west of the Alton 

railroad. 
The convention program provides a feast of 

good things. On Tuesday night, May 5, in the 
Central Baptist church, which is only two blocks 
west of the Square, there will be the state Pro- 
hibition oratorical contest. The contestants will 
represent seven colleges and universities, the suc- 

cessful contestants of which will now strive for 
first place in the state contest. The winner will 
represent Illinois in the interstate contest. Those 
institutions represented are Garrett Biblical In- 

stitute, Greenville, Eureka, Illinois, Wheaton, 
Shurtleff and Northwestern University. 

On Wednesday night there will be two great 
addresses by men who are able to sound the 

keynote of the campaign. They are Dr. E. L. 

Eaton, pastor of Emanuel Methodist church of 
Evanston, and the Ifon. Dan R. Sheen of Peoria. 
The Hon. Oliver W. Stewart is down for a big 
address, while the Prohibition members of the 

legislature will speak at a legislative conference. 
It is thought that Robert PI. Patton of Spring- 
field will be the temporary chairman of the con- 

vention, and this means a fine address by the 
man who ought to have been elected governor 
four years ago. Our people over the state honor 
Patton because of his tremendous effort to win, 
and the'- will gladly hear him at this meeting. 

E. W. Chafin and other attorneys will have a 

conference on the primary law, which will be 
a meeting of much importance. There will be 
bands of music and the vocal music will be fur- 
nished by the Taylor University quartet of In- 
diana and the Hedding Prohibition quartet of 
Abingdon. 

The state central committee will meet Wednes- 
day morning to select the temporary officers of 
the convention. This convention will elect ITS 

delegates to the national convention. There are 

about tiOO candidates for this place and quite a 

contest- is on for the honor. The four delegates 
at large will be chosen by the entire conven- 

tion. Resolutions probably will be submitted 
and possibly recommended as a platform to the 

September convention. It is probable that state 

candidates will be considered for the various 
state offices to be voted upon at the August pri- 
mary. 

It is expected that an immense crowd will 
come. If the weather is favorable there may 
be a Prohibition parac ; before the mass meet 

ing to show how happy the Prohibitionists are 

over the situation. 

PROGRAM 
TUESDAY MAY 5 

2:30 p. m.—Central Baptist Church, Capitol avenue and 
Fourth street,. State Convention Illinois Inter-col- 
legiate Prohibition Association. 

7:30 p. m..—Central Christian Church, Inter-collegiate 
Oratorical Contest for Illinois. 

Music by I Tedding Prohibition Quartet. 
Contestants :<* 

“Progfcss of Prohibition”. ..Chas. C. Wilkins 
Greenville College 

"Freedom's Full Dawn”.Chas. W. Young 
Eureka College 

"Frances E. IVillard”.B. E. Lyon 
North Western University 

“The Necessity for a Third Party”..Glenn N. Merry 
Illinois College 

“Our National Duty; Prohibition or Liquor?”. 
.Hugh P. Green 

Wheaton College 
“In the Light of .the Twentieth Century”.. Lvman T. Cook 

Slmrtlcff College 
“The Cause and the Remedies of Intemperance”. 
.. ...Chas. R. Hawker 

Garrett Biblical Institute. 
WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY G. 

8:00 a. id.—St. Nicholas Hotel, Meeting of State Cen- 
tral Committee. 

8:30 a. m.—State Arsenal, opposite Capitol, Music by 
Taylor University Prohibition Quartet. 

8:45 a. m.—Devotional Services. 
9:00 a. m.—Conference of County Chairmen and Secre- 

taries and Precinct committee. Instruction on the 
New Primary Law by E. W. Chafin and other attor- 
neys. Open discussion. 

9:50 a. m.—Music by Hedding Prohibition Quartet. 
Prayer. 

10:00 a. m.—State Convention called to order by the 
Hon. Alonzo E. Wilson, Chairman of the State Cen- 
tral Committee. 

10:20 a. m.—Address by Temporary Chairman. 
11:00 a. m.:—Congressional District Caucuses to nominate 

members of various convention committees and elec- 
tion of District Delegates to National Convention. 

11.-45 a. rn.—Announcement of Committees and Places of 
meeting. 

11:55 a. m.—Recess. 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 6 

1:15 p. m.—Music by Taylor University Quartet. 
1:30 p. m.—-Conference of Woman’s Prohibition Clubs 

of Illinois. 
2:00 p. m.—Music by Hedding Prohibition Quartet; Re- 

ports of Committees, Rules, Credentials,' Permanent 
Organization. 

2:30 p. m.—Permanent Organization. 
2:40 p. m.—Jubilee Services to Celebrate the Sweeping 

Prohibition Victories throughout Illinois and the 
Decision of the Supreme Court. 

3:00 p. m.—Song by Hedding Quartet. Address by the 
Lion. Oliver W. Stewart of Chicago. 

3:45 p. m.—-Report of Finance Committee. 
4:00 p. m.—Lincoln Temperance Chautauqua Assemblies 

—How to Make Them a Success, Carl L. Howland, 
C. D. Marston, Glenn N. Merry. 

4:30 p. m.—Trip to Lincoln Tomb’ Oakridge Cemetery. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT, MAY 6 

7:30 p. m.—State Arsenal. Music by Taylor University 
and Hedding Prohibition Quartets. 


