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On page 16 of this paper will be found The 
National Prohibitionist’s first proposition for 
the securing of what may be termed campaign 
subscriptions. The lowest possible rate con- 

sistent with financial security has been 
named, and the plan is submitted to the en- 

thusiastic Prohibition workers who have al- 

ready secured such a large increase of hearing 
for the Prohibition cause, with the assurance 

that they will grasp this opportunity to take 
another long stride toward the accomplish- 
ment of the ideal: Putting a Prohibition 
paper into enough homes of the citizenship of 
the country to exercise a real influence with 
the voting electorate. 

FRED F. WHEELER 

Elsewhere in this paper there will be found 
a group of letters from prominent Prohibi- 
tionists in various states, commending Mu. 
Fred F. Wheeler of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, as Presidential candidate. When Mr. 
Wheeler’s name "was * first publicly men- 

tioned some months ago The National Pro- 
hibitionist distinctly said that it had and 
would have no candidate for the Presidency, 
but would take great pleasure in supporting 
Mr. Wheeler should he be nominated. It 
does not seem to us that we can consistently 
change that attitude. Standing in the posi- 
tion in which this paper stands, as the organ 
and mouthpiece of the party everywhere, it 
would not be fair that it should become the 

champion of any candidate, yet it seems to 
us that it is our duty to the party, as well as 

our privilege, to speak very plainly concern- 

ing the high qualifications of Fred F. 
Wheeler. 

Those who have known Mr. Wheeler, as. 

the editor of this paper has known him, year 
in and year out, ever since, as a struggling 
young business man in Albany, N. Y., he 
was called to the leadership of the Prohibi- 
tion party in that state and threw himself 
with all his energy into the fight against the 

liquor traffic, do not need to be told that 
there are no expressions in the English lan- 

guage which can overstate his reliability, 

steadfastness, moral worth, personal integ- 
rity and high character. As a student and 

champion of the Prohibition movement he 

stands among the very foremost. There are 

thousands of men in the Prohibition party 
who would unhesitatingly hold him to be the 
safest counselor, the ablest politician and the 
broadest minded statesman in the party. The 
letters which arc published elsewhere will go 
to show that this confidence in Mr. Wheeler 
is not in any sense local. We are persuaded 
that if anything like a systematic effort were 

made, such as is made in other parties, the 

delegates from at least half the states of the 
Union could be sent to Columbus already 
pledged to Mr. Wheeler’s support. 

Should it seem wise to the convention 
when it assembles, to nominate Fred F. 
Wheeler for the office of President of the 
United States, we should in that act place 
before the American people, not only one of 
the ablest champions of the Prohibition 

cause, but a man fully qualified from every 

point of view to occupy that high office, a 

worthy successor of the greatest men who 
have filled that position in the past history 
of the Eepublic. 

THE CRISIS IN ILLINOIS 

A condition of things exists in the state of 
Illinois today that lacks little of being a po- 
litical and religious crisis of first magnitude. 
In defiance and scorn of the moral and re- 

ligious sentiment of the state, both of the 
so-called “great” political parties have placed 
in their platforms declarations which not 

merely avow that policy of favoring the liq- 
uor traffic, to which both of them have been 
committed, for decades, not in Illinois alone 
but everywhere, but which by the adoption 
of the shibboleth and test word of that or- 

ganized anarchy which calls itself the “Unit- 
ed Societies,” commit both to the open viola- 
tion of law and the repeal of those few insuffi- 
cient and inadequate laws which have already 
been enacted in an attempt to protect the 
moral welfare of the people of this great 
state. 

The Republican platform adopted at 
Springfield on March 26 says: 

“We favor the enactment of all laws which give 
to every citizen the greatest measure of personal 
liberty.” 

That plank was prepared by the executive 
committee of Chicago’s so-called United So- 
cieties and was accepted by the bosses of 
the Republican convention, verbatim, as so 

prepared. The secretary of the United So- 
cieties, commenting upon the adoption of 
this plank, said in a published interview 
which has not been objected to by any Re- 
publican newspaper or Republican leader: 

"At the meeting of the executive committee 
we prepared the plank w'hich was adopted by the 
convention. I sent it to the convention and re- 
ceived a telegram to the effect that it was adopted 
in its entirety. Nozv zvhat does it mean? That 
the Republican party is bound to support our pol- 
icies for a repeal of the Sunday excise lazvs, as 
rev// as every one of the lazvs that call for local 
option.” 

On April 23 the. Democratic state conven- 

tion. in session at Springfield, in an attempt 
to outbid the Republicans for the favor of 
the liquor interests, adopted a plank which 
reads: 

“We believe that orderly customs and habits 
long pursued should not be disturbed by intoler- 
ance, and we hereby declare in favor of that fun- 
damental doctrine of democracy and free gov- 
ernment which gives the individual the larges^ 
measure of personal liberty so long as he does\ 
not infringe on the personal rights of others. We t 

are opposed to all sumptuary legislation.” 
it is not the temperate sounding language 

of these planks which is to be considered. 
It is their source and the fact that they 
adopt the lying shibboleth of the most dan- 

gerous anarchy that lifts its head upon the 
continent. 

This action has not been taken hurriedly, 
carelesssly nor as the result of some compli- 
cating political accident. Every attending 
circumstance indicates that the politicians of 
both parties have deliberately figured it out 
that that element of our population which is 
interested in the perpetuation and extension 
of the liquor traffic, which demands that 
everything which opposes the liquor inter- 
ests be humbled and destroyed, that t he 
mouth of the church be smitten and the voice 
of the citizenship be throttled if it venture 
to protest against the reign of the beer king 
—the politicians have deliberately figured it 
out that the friendship and support and al- 
liance of that element is more valuable to 
them than the support of the moral and re- 

ligious people of Illinois. 
lhe picture presented by the adoption ot 

“personal liberty” platforms by the Repub- 
licans and Democrats in this state is that of 
both of these parties turning their backs upon 
the churches and the homes and the moral 
interests of the state and fawning before the 
drink devil, while he makes choice between 
them as his agency for the ruling and ruin- 
ing of the commonwealth. 

It is to Ire remembered with shame that 
all this would have been impossible but 
the fact that in the past the moral people 
have been inexplicably subservient to the 
political boss, until it has become a maxim, 
accepted as a fundamental principle in poli- 
tics, that, while a party can not have the vote 
of the base and the bad unless it is willing 
to pay for it by the wresting of government 
to their vile will, it can have the moral and 
church vote on “any old terms.” 

The critical hour has now come when the 
truth or falsity of that proposition is to be 
demonstrated, so far as the great state of 
Illinois is concerned, for once and for all. 
By the action of the Christian voters of Illi- 
nois in the campaign which has just opened, 
all men will know whether the professed 
followers of Jesus Christ are the champions 
of truth and righteousness and clean gov- 
ernment, or are the lackeys of the political 
party and political bosses who have so long 
boasted of their ownership. Wrong action 
or failure to act now will put upon that dis- 
graceful dictum a seal of confirmation that 
no prayers or sermons or resolutions can ex- 

plain awav. 
I he issue is far wider and far more im- 

portant than the mere electing or defeating of certain candidates or giving power to this 
or that party. The real issue is, Are honest 
men honest, and righteous men righteous, 
and Christian men Christian; do morality 
and religion stand for anything in Illinois? 

Perhaps the most difficult feature in the 
working out of the problem is the task <}f 
showing the honest, good citizen—not iriltf—— 
lie can meet this crisis by voting the Prohi- 
bition ticket, but that lie can meet the crisis 
in no other way than by voting the Prohibi- 
tion ticket. Resolutions are being-passed and 
well, but this is not the time for mere reso- 
lutions. Nor yet is it a time for prayers. 


