
LESS DRUNKEN PASSENGERS 

Railroad Man tells What Prohibition 
ifrmingham Means on Trains 

TTANOOGA, TeNN., ArirM 
cial correspondence)—Today Captain 
J. B. Capehart, for many years a rail- 
road conductor on the Queen & Cres- 
cent railroad, made the following state- 

ment concerning the results of Prohi- 
bition in Birmingham as he has oppor- 
tunity to judge them from the passen- 
gers whom he carries around that city. 
Captain Capehart says: 

“Before Prohibition carried in Birm- 
ingham my train was constantly filled 
with drunken people going from Birm- 
ingham to suburban towns. Especially 
was this true on Saturday nights, and 
it was not an uncommon affair for me 
to have several altercations a week with 
these ‘undesirable citizens.’ The loud 
swearing and rowdy conduct would be- 
come offensive to other passengers who 
would appeal to the train crew for 
protection. That would many times 
call for a rough house, and frequently 
more than one person would get 
bruised up. 

“Since Prohibition has gone into ef- 
fect there has not been over one or two 
instances of this kind upon my train, 
and each of those times the rowdies 
were foreigners. I can see the marked 
changes for the better at the small 
towns along my run. Before, every 
Saturday night crowds of noisy people 
congregated around the depots of many 
of the smaller towns, and many under 
the influence of whisky would board my 
train to go to the next town ‘just for 
fun’ and at the same time ‘beat’ the 
conductor by bullying tactics. Such 
conditions made the life of the average 
passenger conductor one of turmoil.” 

In speaking of the effect of Prohiju- 
upon the negroes Captain Cape* 

hart said he could see a marked change 
for the better in them. In the black 
belts the negro compartments of the 
train were formerly filled with drunken 
negroes. Whenever a negro could raise 
enough money t'o get whisky and a 

ticket to some nearby station he would 
tank up on mean whisky and start. 

Nothing less than a blackjack or a 

Gatling gun would subdue such negroes 
when they began to make trouble. 

Sees It Coming 
[From the St. Louis Globe Democrat.] 

The boast of some of the Prohibition 
chieftains that their poll will cross the 
1,000,000 mark (it was 258,000 in 1904) 
may turn out to be correct. They have 
been making great conquests in the past 
year or two, but they have done this 
through the agency of the Democratic 
and the Republican parties. Neverthe- 
less, if. their poll in 1908 should be sev- 
eral times as large as it ever was be- 
fore, the country would have no reason 
to be surprised. 

... 

THE BOYS’ PROHIBITION CLUB 
— 

By ELFLEDA BENJAMIN 

ELWYN SIMMONS 
President Boys’ Club 

A year ago in the Thirty-fourth ward 
of Chicago an embryo political organi- 
zation was formed. The purpose, ac- 

cording to its constitution, was “to pro- 
mote Prohibition sentiment and assist 
in securing Prohibition votes.” The 

membership consisted of boys between 
the ages of eight and fifteen, with the 
exception of the superintendent, who 
is a mere female of uncertain age. 

The organization received the in- 

dorsement of prominent leaders of the 
party who have expressed the wfish that 
similar clubs be formed throughout the 
state and nation. 

The possibilities of such an organi- 
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zation may be seen by the results of 
the recent election. The Prohibition 
candidate for alderman in the Thirty- 

fourth ward entered the race very late 
in the campaign. The superintendent 
of the Boys’ Prohibition Club had 
pledged the assistance of the members, 
who were on hand to distribute the 
campaign cards as soon as they were 

received from the printer—Saturday 
afternoon, less than sixty-three hours 
before the opening of the polls! 

However, in about half an hour most 

of the 1,000 envelopes previously ad- 
dressed had been filled with the cards 
and other Prohibition literature (as 
long as it lasted) and the boys were on 

their way, carrying an extra supply 
of loose cards to be used where there 
were no addressed envelopes for the 
letter boxes. 

About 4,000 of these campaign cards 
were distributed by the club before the 

opening of the polls on the following 
Tuesday. They were not only left at 
the homes, but in stores and in several 
churches. They were also distributed 
at the elevated railway stations as the 
voters came home from their down- 
town work. 

The results in the six precincts cov- 

ered by the club were very gratifying 
—by far the heaviest vote in the ward 

EDWIN TIRRELL 
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being polled in this section. As a ward 
the Thirty-fourth ranked third in the 
increase of the Prohibition vote over 

last year. As far as can be learned, 
but little campaigning was done in the 
ward by the party, the boys’ work 

being the most that was attempted be- 
cause of lack of time, probably. It 

may safely be predicted that “boys in 

politics” will be a feature of the fall 

campaign. 
Our club has members at large, or 

“club promoters,” in five or six states 

outside of Illinois. These get the same 

literature, club button and other sup- 

plies that the local members receive and 
at the same nominal membership fee 
of 10 cents, which covers the cost of 
the supplies. It is hoped that these 

boys will in time secure other boys to 

join them in forming clubs of their 
own. 

Recently Mrs. E. A. Russell, now 

of Miami, Florida, ordered 200 club 

buttons and other supplies for the chil 
drcn in her new home. Mrs. Russell 
is vice-president of the Women’s Pro- 
hibition Club of America. This is the 
best club news yet received, as far as 

numbers are concerned. 
The B. P. C. has its own printed 

constitution, platform and rallying 
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song—a copy of each of which is sent 

by the writer with the membership sup- 

plies. 
The Christian Temperance Cate- 

chism, Bible Temperance Puzzles, and 

a number of the one-page leaflets are 

adapted to Sunday school work and 
have been so used as well as in the 

B. P. C. The supplies have been care- 

fully selected from four or five houses. 
The boys are becoming familiar with 

the map of their ward and are able to 

locate their own precincts. They are 

also learning something about “voting 
lists” and other matters pertaining to 

civics. They will soon enter upon the 
study of the national, state and county 
platforms of the party, which will be 

presented to them as simply as possible. 
The meaning of the expression “moral 
issue” will be made clear to them. 

1992 Van Buren St., Chicago. 

A Rosy View 

[From the Golden Age, Atlanta] 
If the Republicans nominate Cannon, 

or Foraker, or Fairbanks, with their 
anti-Prohibition ideas, or if Taft be 
nominated with his advocacy of the can- 

teen, the Republican party will suffer 
heavy losses in every northern state and 
will lose some of them, because the 
Prohibitionists will not again support 
an open enemy. The drift of political 
debates so far shows that the contests 
offered are on lines of tariff reform and 
financial management that are extreme, 
visionary, impracticable. If neither party 
will venture to espouse Prohibition, the 
Prohibition party will cast so strong a 

vote that half the states in the Union 
will become “doubtful states,” and it is 
possible that the Prohibitionists may 
carry enough of them to throw the elec- 
tion into the house and win the Presi- 
dent. The time has come when Prohi- 
bition must be dealt with as a national 
issue. 

“Every pirate on the high seas hates 
law and civilization; every highway rob- 
ber hates policemen, courts and jails 
because they restrict his personal liberty 
and-compel him to regard the interes1 
of society and earn a living in a decern 
way.” 


