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ILLINOIS* GREATEST CONVENTION 

S' 
Prohibitionists of the Prairie State Break All Records of the Past at Historic Spring- 

field—Grea.t Company of Delegates Cheer Strong Speeches and 

Give Big Money to P\ish the Battle 

EUGENE W. CHAFIN 
On Illinois’ Gubernatorial Slate 

Springfield, III., May 7—(Staff Correspond- 
ence)—One of the greatest state conventions in 
the history of the Prohibition party in the United 
States closed its sessions here at noon today. The 

-almost 1,500 delegates who composed it are going 
to their homes inspired by the belief that they 
have taken part in one of the great occasions that 
make history. Never, perhaps, since the newly 
formed Republican party met in state convention 
at Bloomington in 1856, has a more important 
gathering been held in the state of Illinois. 

The convention was not only remarkable for its 
size and for its enthusiasm, but, as well, in its 
personnel, in the businesslike way in which it did 
things and in the conviction which seemed to 

dominate all present that that which was being 
done had to do with the welfare of the people of 
the whole Prairie State; that the convention was 

not playing politics but taking part in the govern- 
ment of the commonwealth. Inspiring as the pres- 
ence of veterans is, the convention had what is 
even more inspiring—the presence of a large num- 

ber of young men and men in the prime of life. 
The average age of the delegates was probably 
below that of any other Prohibition convention 
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held in Illinois in a decade. The convention, too, 
was remarkable in the number of men present 
who had never yet voted the Prohibition ticket, 
having been won to the party since the last state 

election, and among these were not a few men 

who have occupied prominent positions and held 
office under the old political parties. Men who 

have been supervisors and states attorneys and 
have occupied other public offices as Republicans 
and Democrats, were here as Prohibitionists. 

The weather has been extremely unfavorable. 
Having gone somewhat “dry” of liquor a few 
weeks ago, all southern and middle Illinois is go- 

ing very “wet” with water. The rivers are out 

of their banks and the roads are bottomless with 
mud, but the people have come—almost 1,500 dele- 
gates and plenty of visitors. 

The convention proper began yesterday morn- 

ing, though the gathering of the Intercollegiate 
Association on Tuesday evening was attended by 
a large number of delegates and was considered a 

part of the great occasion. When Chairman Wil- 
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son called the convention to order there were al- 
ready about 1,300 delegates in their seats, making 
a magnificent audience for Robert H. Patton who 
was introduced as the committee’s choice for tem- 

porary chairman and presented a remarkably 
strong, well prepared and ably delivered address. 

To say that Mr. Patton’s address was received 
with great enthusiasm would be correct and yet 
would fail to represent the full truth. There was, 
to be sure, great shouting and cheering and the 
outward signs of enthusiasm, but there was some- 

thing better. The delegates knew that they were 

listening to a great statement of great principles 
by a great man, and they were lifted by the 
knowledge to new resolutions and higher pur- 
poses. The speech made something far better than 
enthusiasm—it made fighting courage and big 
hope. 

With Mr. Patton in the temporary organization 
was a list of secretaries, the Hon. John R. Golden, 
one of the Prohibition members of the legislature, 
at the head, H. S. Warner of the Intercollegiate 
Association, Charles Temple, C. D. Marston and 
Ruth Curriden, as assistants. 

These secretaries were made the permanent sec- 

retaries of the convention, but when the commit- 
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tee on permanent organization reported, early in 
the afternoon, Mr. Patton was relieved and the 
convention gavel was laid in the hands of Oliver 
W. Stewart, who had already been slated by the 
state committee to conduct the principal work of 
the afternoon, the raising of campaign funds. 

Mr. Stewart prefaced this work with a speech. 
The audience was doubtless impressed that it was 

an able speech, an inspiring speech, an eloquent 
speech, but all were chiefly impressed with the 
fact that it was very much to the point. Not a 

word was wasted. With the rapidest of his rapid- 
fire delivery, Stewart hurled the great facts of the 
day and hour into the minds and hearts of the 
men and women before him, and then in effect 
said: “What are you going to do about it?” 

The audience did something. 
In the ranks of the Prohibition party of Illinois 

there are not very many men of great wealth and 
the process of raising campaign funds has, for 
some years past, been pretty nearly a continuous 
performance. Hardly a man sat in the convention 
who had not already given to the funds of the 
state committee generously. Hundreds of those 
present had helped to carry the various local op- 
tion fights which have cost the people of Illinois 
not less than $30,000 in the past few months. But 
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