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THE NEW VOLUME 

With this? number The National Pro- 
hibitionist begins a new volume, it having 
been thought wise to continue the volume 
number of The Defender which began with 
the publication of The Facts in Elmira, 2U 

Y., in 1895, although this paper is also, both 

legally and “spiritually”—if we may use the 
term—the successor of The New Voice and 
The Voice which began its career twenty- 
four years ago. 

Upon such an occasion reminiscences al- 

ways arise, and it would be a pleasant task 
to speak now of the men whose patient indus- 

try, self-sacrifice and heroic devotion to duty, 
through seemingly hopeless years, made this 

paper and its work possible. They cannot be 
enumerated one by one. Some of them have 

gone where word neither of tongue nor pen 
can reach them more. But to them all, be- 

ginning this new volume, to the able editors 
whose work we strive to emulate and to the 

loyal supporters who have given material 

contributions, some of them with princely 
hand and royal generosity, The National 
Prohibitionist sends greeting today and the 

promise that, so far as in us lies, we will 
make this volume which we now open the 
best in the history of Prohibition journalism. 

THE CAMPAIGN 

As yet the campaign is largely in the realm 
of the possible, but he would be an exceed- 

ingly rash prophet who would predict what 

may happen or would dispute any prediction 
of possibilities. Our vote will depend upon 
two factors. Of these the first and the 

greater is the energy and devotion and spirit 
of sacrifice with which the Prohibitionists 

go into the campaign. The second will lie 
in the combination of fortuitous circum- 

stances, the nominations of the old parties, 
the cleverness or lack of cleverness with which 
their bid for the moral vote may be made, 
and the trend of that inexplicable thing 
which we call public thinking. 

As we have said, the greater of these fac- 
tors—a matter of far greater importance than 

everything else related to the campaign—is 
the attitude of our own people, and that, in 

turn, will be governed very largely by our 

appreciation of the situation. If we can im- 

press it upon ourselves that, after all these 

years of waiting, after all these decades of 

seemingly useless toil and sacrifice, we stand 
within grasping reach of tremendous victory; 
if we can impress it upon ourselves that the 
old attitude of indifference is gone and that 
the American people are not only more eager 
to hear discussion of the Prohibition question 
than they ever were before, but are actually 
giving that mattei first place in all their 

thinking; if we can impress it upon ourselves 
that, instead of scorning the Prohibitionist 
as a “visionary crank,” an “impracticable 
fanatic,” the people of today are looking 
upon us as a heroic vanguard who marched 
on in advance in the darkness and the stonn 

before the sunrise awakened the masses of the 

people—if we can impress all this upon our- 

selves, we shall be in position to make such 
a campaign as we ought to make. 

There ought to be nothing little about the 

planning of the present campaign. Mr. 

Joseph P. Tracy strikes the nail squarely 
upon the head when he says: “We ought to 

organize for victory.” Our plans must be built 

upon a scale commensurate with the magni- 
tude of the task of taking possession of the 
United States government. 

This campaign, too, need not begin with 
the elementary steps of teaching the Ameri- 
can people the evils of the liquor traffic or 

the enormities of the license system. We 
should not waste time with that. The great 
masses of the people from whom our votes 
will come recognize those things already. 
The vehemence of those few daily papers that 
dare to speak out upon this question is illus- 
trative of this, as we find once hostile pa- 
pers, like the Philadelphia North American, 
the Chattanooga Star, the Nashville Tennes- 
sean and the Atlanta Georgian, striking the 

liquor traffic as resounding blows as any 
Prohibitionist has ever struck during the his- 

tory of the movement. 

What we need now is to mass before the 
American people the facts which support the 
contention of the Prohibitionist, the facts 
which support “the principle, the policy and 
the party,” thus pointing out the political 
remedy for the evils that are confessed and 
known of all men to exist. 

And chiefly we need, not to play at poli- 
tics, but to do politics, to build real political 
organizations, to plan and carry out real po- 
litical campaigns, to learn what are the meth- 
ods by which men may be persuaded to sup- 
port our issue at the ballot box, to learn how 
to reach the individual citizen in interview 
and by literature, and how to marshal and 

align him with enough more of his fellow 
citizens to make our ticket successful. 

And, as we have suggested, much of this 
is new to many of us, and it will require 
that we do not drift into the campaign,think- 
ing that the old ways and the old ideas (and, 
perhaps, the old speeches) are good enough. 

but that we make every step of the cam- 

paign, from the beginning, a matter of the 
most careful, earnest thought. -v 

The possibilities of the hour are incom- 

parable—almost beyond exaggeration, but 
we shall grasp them, not by accident, but 
bv intelligent endeavor. 

THE TRAFFIC AND THE FOREIGN- 
BORN 

The revolutionary aim of the liquor busi- 
ness, its deliberate rebellion against Ameri- 
can law, American institutions, American 
traditions and all the things that have made 
American civilization really great, find ex- 

pression in a paragraph in an editorial in 
the Wine and Spirit Gazette, which is—or 
at least claims to be—“universally recognized 
as the leading exponent in the United States 
of wine, liquor and beer interests.” That 
paper says: 

In Milwaukee, St. Louis, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
New York and other cities where our foreign- 
born citizens desire the pleasures to which they 
are accustomed—the beer garden, the Sunday con- 

cert, theater—or anything else—let the vote be 
taken and the majority rule. If the Prohibition- 
ists don’t like it, let them move out; that is what 
they tell liberals to do where objection is made to 

their fanatical regulations. If the Sunday concert 
draws a larger crowd than the preacher, let the 
preacher learn to fiddle and get into the swim. 

We will not allow the brewer and the gin 
miller to make a quarrel between us and our 

fellow citizens of German or other foreign 
birth. The enthusiasm of the liquor editor 
for the foreign-born citizen is wholly mercen- 

ary and largely fictitious. Even where the 
liquor dealer himself is of foreign birth, his 
whole interest in his fellow citizen of like 
extraction is measured by his expectation of"1'* 
making something out of him. There are 

some facts that bear upon this subject, as 

stated by the Gazette, that every fair-minded 
man, whatever his nationality, must recog- 
nize and respect. American institutions have 
been the growth of some three centuries. 
They had their beginning with men who 
braved the perils of unknown seas, conquered 
the forests, exterminated savage beasts and 
drove out more savage heathen to make this 
land a place wherein to put in practice and 
to demonstrate their political, social and re- 

ligious ideas. Those ideas have been subject 
to the reasonable modification of time, but 
stand today, clearly recognizable in their fun- 
damental principles, and to very large ex- 

tent dominant still in American law and cus- 

toms. The foreigner who has come here 
from other lands came because he believed 
that under the domination of these ideas 
there is here a better civilization in which to 

enjoy life and its opportunities than is found 
under the domination of the ideas that con- 

trol the land from which he came. Recog- 
nizing this, the average man of foreign birth 
or foreign-born parentage, has accepted the 
laws and customs of this land and submitted 
himself to them. He has appreciated the un- 

reasonableness and injustice of demanding 
that they be changed to conform to the stand- 
ards of a country that he has not found de- 
sirable enough to continue to live in. Such 
a demand marks the man who makes it as 

not an immigrant seeking a home, but an in- 
vader bent on conquest. 

The foreign-born question has principally 
to do with immigrants from the Germanic 
countries. The average German-American 
knows that he or his fathers came to this 
country to enjoy a broader, better, more civ- 
ilized liberty than they could enjoy in the 
Fatherland. So recognizing, he seeks, not to 


