
dered in the heat of the campaign, is at once 

clear and convincing in the light of corroborating 
history. It is as follows: 
“Dear Sir: 

“Reaching home yesterday I found your kind 
note of the 14th, mentioning the present encour- 

aging aspects of the Republican cause and our 
Illinois canvass last year. Allow me to thank 
you as being one of the very few distinguished 
men whose sympathy we in Illinois did receive 
last year, of all those whose sympathy we thought 
we had reason to expect. 

"Of course I would have preferred success; but 
failing in that, I have mo regrets for having re- 

jected all advice to the contrary, and resolutely 
made the struggle. Had we thrown ourselves 
into the arms of Douglas [who was standing for 
‘free soil’ as was also Lincoln] as electing him 
by our votes would have done, the Republican 
cause would have been annihilated in Illinois, 
and, as I think, demoralized and prostrated 
everywhere for years, if not forever. As it is, 
in the language of Benton, ‘we are clean,’ and the 

Republican star gradually rises everywhere. 
“Yours truly, A. Lincoln." 

Mr. Lincoln made but one error in that letter, 
as proved by history. The Republican star did 
not rise “gradually.” It shot to the zenith like a 

rocket. In eighteen months after that letter was 

written Abraham Lincoln was elected President 
of the United States on its platform, and a ma- 

jority of the states had wheeled into the Repub' 
lican column. Had Lincoln tagged off the “nice 
man” ignis fatuus, to re-quote his own words, 
“the Republican cause would have been demoral-, 
ized and prostrated everywhere for years, if not 

forever.” 
The Prohibition party in this state faces ex- 

actly the same conditions. We may throw our- 

selves into the arms of a few good men, as elect- 

ing them by our votes will do, but it will “anni- 
hilate the Prohibition cause in Minnesota, and 
demoralize and prostrate it everywhere for years, 
if not forever.” 

One of Lincoln’s greatest oratorical achieve- 
ments was his “House Divided Against Itself” 

speech. Not a few who lived and were acquainted 
with the events of the time say that it made him 
President. Its climax was the collossally bold con- 

clusion that even the firm fabric of this nation, 
based though it be upon the immortal principles 
of the Declaration of Independence and the pa- 
triotism of the people, could not withstand the 

power of the principle announced by the Divine 

Philosopher, ‘A house divided against itself can- 

not stand,’ and that, therefore, this nation cannot 

endure permanently half slave and half free.” And 

history demonstrated that truth. 
But if that principle is mighty to rend a fabric 

so firm as that of our national existence, how 

much more certainly will it destroy the weak and 

insecure structure of a divided political party. 
And yet no one is so blind as to doubt that the 

Republican party in this state is hopelessly divid- 
ed on the greatest politico-moral question that 

has disturbed the peace of the nation since it 

began. The Republican party may, like this na- 

tion, live on forever—but not if it remains di- 

vided against itself. Billy Hamm, the brewer, 
and his crowd will have to join Jake Jacobson, 
the reformer, and his crowd, else Jake must take 

his following to Billy, or there is a crash ahead. 
“A house divided against itself cannot stand, nor 

can the Republican party endure permanently 
half wet and half dry.” 

And the Prohibition party has declined any un- 

holy alliance with the representatives of any po- 

litical party which is unclean on this great prob- 
lem, and, as a result, to paraphrase Lincoln by 
the change of just one word: “We are clean and 

the Prohibition star gradually rises everywhere.” 
Gradually? With a legislative vote of 4,000 in 

1902, 12,000 in 1904, and 32,000 in 1906 it is hardly 
to be described as a gradual rise. And to quote 
the great political philosopher once more: “We 

shall not fail—IF WE STAND FIRM we shall 

not fail. Wise councils may accelerate, or mis- 

takes delay, but WE SHALL NOT FAIL.” 

All great emotions are followed by reaction. 
But there ought not to be—nay, there must not 

be—any reaction from the wrath with which all 
good and Christian citizens pursue this sneaking, 
law-breaking and murderous traffic. It deserves 
neither charity nor mercy. There is no taw it 
zoill keep, no pledge it will honor, no child it will 
not taint, no woman it will not befoul, no man it 
will not degrade. It feeds upon dishonesties of 
conduct and on the shame of brothels. It stimu- 
lates all revenges and makes the murderer dance 
upon the body he has killed. It falsely claims to 
be a great public interest because it employs thou- 
sands and pays heavy taxes. But no money in 
the pockets of employers and no taxes in the 
treasury of the city, county, state or nation can 
balance the monetary losses of the nation through 
this traffic. No profits, however real or immense, 
can compensate for the corruption of our politics, 
the emptiness of the drunkard’s home or the ful- 
ness of prisons and graves. Rise here and now 
and pledge eternal enmity to this foe of man and 
God. — Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Quadrennial Address. 

WORLD’S TEMPERANCE CENTENNIAL 

Program Issued of Great Gathering in Sara- 
toga Next Month 

The committee in charge of the World’s Tem- 
perance Centennial Congress, which will convene 

in Saratoga Springs on Sunday, June 14, and 
continue in session for ten days, has just issued, 
a handsome souvenir program. The congress is 
held to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary 

DR. BILLY J. CLARK. 
Founder of the First Temperance Society. 

of the founding of the first temperance society 
in America. This society was organized by Dr. 

Billy J. Clark at Moreau, near the present vil- 
lage of Saratoga, in 1808, the first step being 
taken on a stormy March night when Dr. Clark 
rode through the mud to the residence of the 
Rev. Lebbeus Armstrong to enlist his aid to pre- 
vent the neighborhood becoming what Dr. Clark 
feared it would—"a community of drunkards.” 

Nazarenes Stand Prohibition 

Brooklyn, N. Y., May 12—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The first district assembly of the 
New York district of the Pentecostal Church of 
the Nazarene, which has just been in session four 
days in this city, adopted a strong Prohibition 
resolution containing this significant sentence: 
"We will support no political party that will not 
pledge itself to give us Prohibition of the liquor 
traffic.” 

Not For Sale 
[From the Topic, Lenoir, N. C.] 

We have received a letter from a responsible party 
asking our advertising rates for anti-Prohibition matter. 
We are greatly in need of every legitimate cent we can 

make, but the columns of the. Topic are not open to 
liquor advertisements at any price. 

Responsibility must be shouldered. You cannot carry 
it under your arm. 

The only failure a man ought to fear is failure in 
cleaving to the purpose he sees to be best. 

TWENTY-ONE YEARS WITHOUT SA- 
LOONS 

Tennessee Town Learns from Long Experi- 
ence the Good Results of No- 

License Policy ^ 

Dresden, Tenn., May 10—(Special corre- 

spondence)—Twenty-one years ago today the 
saloons were closed in this town and today it 
would be difficult to find a reputable resident of 
the place who would vote to have them back, if 
it were possible to restore them by vote. Dres- 
den was the first county seat of Tennessee to 

abolish the saloon and this county was the first 
in the state to become absolutely “dry.” 

When the saloons were voted out of this town, 
there were a number of pieces of property here 
that could have been had for paying the taxes 

upon them. Now those same pieces of property 
have magnificent homes and are worth thousands 
of dollars. During the past five years ten brick 
business buildings have been built here, including 
a modern hotel, beside a large number of brick 
and frame residences. The town has grown in 
population and material improvements of every 
kind have attended its growth. 

MINERS MUST NOT DRINK 

Great Coke Company Issues Strict Order Ap- 
plying as Well to Off-Duty 

Conduct. 

Pittsburg, Pa., May 15—(Special correspond- 
ence)—Considerable excitement has been caused 
in the mining regions of this state by the action 
of the H. C. Frick Coke Company, which has 
issued an order providing for the dismissal of 

any miner who becomes intoxicated while off 

duty, and announcing that it will not knowingly 
employ men who drink intoxicating liquors either 
on or off duty. 

The statement is made that this action is taken 
because some of the serious mining disasters of 
the recent past have been caused by the inca- 

pacitated condition of men who had been drink- 

ing. The Frick company employs many thousand 
miners, and this action will be far-reaching. 

RUMMIES FOOLED 

Prohibition Preacher Traps Manufacturers 
and Dealers’ Association 

Detroit, Mich., May 13—(Special correspond- 
ence)—The liquor interests of this city and state 
have clumsily jumped into a very open trap and 
are feeling much chagrined over it. Some weeks 
ago the Rev. B. K. Beshgetoor of Muir, one of the 
best known Prohibitionists of the state, addressed 
a letter to the Manufacturers and Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation, asking for samples of their literature 
against Prohibition. He received some very thin 
arguments and replied, calling attention to their 
unimportant character and asking for something 
really effective—which he did not get. Being asked 
by the liquor interests for some reference as to 
his own standing, he referred them to the saloon- 
keepers of Muir. They evidently took no pains 
to obtain the facts, for recently, when Mr. Beshge- 
toor published a letter in one of the daily papers 
of this city against the liquor traffic, the Manu- 
facturers and Dealers’ crowd denounced him as a 

turn-coat. 
Mr. Beshgetoor in a letter to the Detroit Journal 

today, somewhat amusingly relates the facts of the 
correspondence. 

Hide Behind Uncle Sam 

Indianapolis, Ind., May 13—(Special corre- 

spondence)—The great brewing companies of this 
state, alarmed at the announced intention of At- 
torney-General Bingham to bring action for the 
annulment of their charters because they have 
become retail dealers, as well as manufacturers 
of liquor, have appealed to the United States 
courts for protection against the attorney-general, 
asking an injunction to prevent him from filing 
a suit against them. The attorney-general holds 
that the United States courts have no jurisdiction 
in the matter. 


