
ATTACKING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Oft-Beaten Plotters Appear in Another “Gum- 
Shoe” Scheme to Get Rid of 

Obnoxious Lessons 

Editor of The National Prohibitionist:— 
The Editorial Association of Sunday School Les- 
son Writers adopted a resolution last October, 
which was not made public, so far as we have 

heard, until May, with the international Sunday- 
school convention close at hand, for June 18-23, 
in which they most suavely request the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance LTnion to join them in 

asking the Sunday school convention to drop 
all the quarterly temperance lessons, except that 

for world’s temperance Sunday in November, and 

substitute a conventional exhortation that teach- 

ers shall introduce in the regular lessons, fre- 

quent references to temperance to be suggested 
by the W. C. T. U. 

Those who have been so many years fighting 
to get the temperance lesson dropped and have 

complained of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union and other temperance organizations for 

“meddling” in this matter are the very people 
who would not teach temperance unless it were 

most positively prescribed in the lesson schedule. 
The quarterly temperance lesson is the only 

general official recognition of moral reform by 
the Christian Church at large, and this important 
position should never be surrendered for the 

supreme reform is to enlist the church in reform. 
It is amazing that a proposition which has been 

defeated in convention after convention after 

thorough discussion, should be renewed, of all 

times, in this unprecedented “wave of reform,” 
which is mostly sentiment and needs to be sup- 

ported by an educational campaign, if only to 

offset the unparalleled educational campaign of 

the liquor dealers. 
Every Sunday school ^eacher who appreciates 

the importance of the church giving attention to 

the second great commandment, “Get right with 

men,” as well as to the first great commandment, 
“Get right with God,” and every parent of like 

views should hasten to write or telegraph a pro- 

test against this proposal, addressed to the In- 

ternational Sunday School Temperance Depart- 
ment, care of the International Sunday School 

Convention, Louisville, Ky., to which the proposal 
of the Editorial Association should in due cour- 

tesy have been sent. Wilbur F. Crafts, 
Washington, D. C. 

SALOONS AND MUNICIPAL FINANCE 

How a Mississippi City Has Managed to 

Exist Without Gin Mill Revenue 

An interesting comparative study along the 

lines that were followed in the investigation con- 

cerning the municipal prosperity of Illinois cities 

which appeared in The National Prohibitionist 

last week, can be made in the case of the three 

leading cities of the state of Mississippi. Dur- 

ing the saloon regime which has just concluded 
in that state, Meridian, Mississippi’s largest city, 
has for considerable time been a no-license town, 

while Natchez and Vicksburg, the only other 

cities of the state of considerable size, have fos- 

tered the saloon. The table which follows shows 

clearly that while Meridian has only enjoyed 
“Prohibition with half a chance,” it has not suf- 

fered in its municipal finances from the absence 

of saloon revenue. The figures of the table are 

taken from the United States Census Bulletin 45 

and refer to the year 1903. 

MERIDIAN. NATCHEZ. VICKSBURG. 

Population 10-357 15’2‘“ 
Number of saloons. None 60 ~9 

Saloon revenue .... None $ 6,000 $8,400 
Amount paid for education.$28,350 18.371 8?lfl2]! 
City debt, per capita. 24.76 44.11 41.74 

Tax rate per $1*000, actual 
property value .. 10.71 15.07 13.59 

PROHIBITION IN BIRMINGHAM 

Second Largest Real EsteUe Owner in Big Southern City Tells 

What No-Saloon Policy Has Accomplished 
BY ERSKINE RAMSEY. 

[Editor’s Note:—Mr. Erskine Ramsey is known in Birmingham, Ala., and throughout the South 
as one of the wealthiest and most representative men of Alabama. He is president of the Pratt Con- 
solidated Coal company, the second largest employer of coal-mining labor in the Birmingham dis- 
trict. He is also the second largest holder of real estate in the city of Birmingham, where his 
investments total many hundred thousands of dollars. He is said to be several times a millionaire.] 

Prohibition has not only not hurt Birming- 
ham, but it has helped it. There is a great deal 
less crime there now than has been known in 

years, and the working classes are in much bet- 
ter condition. They are spending their money on 

their families for clothing and food, instead of 
in the saloons, and the families of working peo- 

ple are better clothed than they ever were before. 
The price of real estate has not dropped. It 

is as firm as ever. I presume I ought to know 

something about this, as I am the second largest 
holder of real estate in the district. 

When the saloons went out of Birmingham a 

few months ago, 125 business buildings became 
vacant. They are now all occupied, with possi- 
bly three or four exceptions in the suburbs. 

They are filled with various lines of legitimate 
business and the owners are doing well. A few 
saloonkeepers may have suffered to some extent 

in being deprived of their particular vocation, 
but the average business man and workingman 
have been helped. I don't know of a single busi- 
ness building in the center of the city that is 
idle. 

Negro labor is much more satisfactory and 

profitable both to those employing it and itself. 
Where heretofore the negroes have worked two 

or three days in a week-and then lain around 
the negro dives the remaining four days, they 
are now working steadily, and making more 

money and spending more. They are much 
more law abiding, and the beneficent change 
Prohibition has wrought among them is remark- 
able. 

So far as “bootlegging” is concerned, I don’t 
know of a place in Birmingham where a man 

can go and buy whisky. There may be a few 
such, but there i6 so much secrecy connected 
with their operation that the average working- 
man has not time to look them up. The aboli- 
tion of the saloon has destroyed four-fifths of 
the whisky drinking in the district, and Birming- 
ham is more orderly today than it has been in 

years. 
The police arrests have fallen off, I should say, 

forty percent. 
The panic last fall hurt Birmingham and threw 

a good many men out of work, just as it did al- 
most everywhere, but Prohibition has not hurt 
us. It has helped us in many ways. 

I was an advocate of Prohibition, and I am 

entirely satisfied with what it has accomplished. 
I would strongly oppose going back to the saloon, 
as would every man who voted to put the saloon 
out. Many who were doubtful about it have 

already been converted by the good results of 
Prohibition. 

The talk that Birmingham is sorry she drove 

the saloons out and wants them back is abge^- 
lutely without foundation. 

PROHIBITION IN KNOXVILLE 

Eastern Tennessee City Cuts Down Drunk- 
enness One-Half and Ruins Old- 

Clothes Business 

Knoxville, Tenn., May 15—(Special corre- 

spondence)—In spite of the vociferous asser- 

tions that are being made all over the country- 
in the columns of the liquor papers and of the 
dailies which are under alcoholic control, con- 

cerning the failure of Prohibition in Knoxville, 
it is manifest to every intelligent resident of the 

city and highly satisfactory to all decent people, 
that Prohibition, in spite of* the handicaps under 

which it is administered here* is a magnificent 
success. 

It needs to be remembered that Knoxville has 
had Prohibition but a short time, and that a 

large number of the former saloonkeepers are 

still on the ground, desperately hoping that some 

miracle of the devil will be wrought in their 
behalf so that their business may be resumed, 
and watching every chance to violate the law. It 
needs to be remembered also that Knoxville is 
in railroad communication with the license states 

and with Chattanooga, only a few miles away 

in our own state, and that all the tricks and sub- 

terfuges to which the express companies lend 

themselves and which the federal inter-state 
commerce laws protect are practiced for bringing 
liquor into this city. 

In spite of all this, two facts stand out as 

clearly as a mountain in a landscape. 
First, Prohibition *has reduced drunkenness in 

Knoxville substantially fifty percent. 
Second, The Prohibition regime is accom- 

panicd by a marked improvement in municipal 
finances. 

Knoxville voted Prohibition on March 11, 
1907. The policy went into effect in November 
of the same year, and has, therefore, been in 
force six months. 

The number of arrests for drunkenness dur- 

ing the first week of November, 1907, fell off 

thirty-five percent, while the second week they 
fell off fifty percent, and so on until Christmas, 
when on that day there were seven incarcera- 
tions for intoxication. The year previous there 
had been thirty-seven. During the present year 
this low average has been maintained, the follow- 
ing tabulated record from Recorder Nelson’s 
docket proving th$ ̂ assertion. 

1908. 1907. 
January. 79 172 
February. 106 216 
March. 112 229 

April. 105 207 

But one does not have to inspect the recorder’s 
docket to see whether or not the moral tone of 
the city has been raised by the temperance laws. 
By simply walking through the city he may ob- 
serve the fruits of the reform movement. Not a 

drunkard does he meet or see, while the loafers 
are few and far between since they have no 

hanging out place. During license times this 
condition did not exist. 

But while the moral effect is easy to see, the 

physical effect is harder to discern. This is be*-* 
cause the recent flurry appeared on the financial 
horizon the very week that Knoxville became a 

dry town. And therefore it is impossible to prove 
whether or not the few vacant store buildings 
in the business district were made so from the 


