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NORTH CAROLINA 

Another great outpost fight was won on 

Tuesday of last week, when the good state 
of North Carolina, by the votes of a decided 

majority of its citizens, outlawed the liquor 
traffic throughout the whole of its domain. 
North Carolina thus becomes the fifth state 

that has adopted Prohibition in the ten 

months past, and the second state to do so 

by direct vote of the people. The victory is 

very real and as a blow to the liquor traffic 
it is severe. Specially is it valuable in re- 

futing the claim loudly made by the liquor 
interests that the Prohibition wave is be- 

ginning to recede. It makes the map of the 
one-time Confederacy begin to look like Pro- 

hibition country, and if the people of the 
South would resist the invasion of the liquor 
interests with anything like the courage and 

persistency with which they resisted the in- 

vasion of the federal army in the sixties, 
the brewer and the distiller might well doubt 
that their business would ever again find 

footing there. 
let we speak of it as an outpost fight, for 

such, indeed, it is. Every new victory 
gained for Prohibition in state or in locali- 
ties, emphasizes the fact that the ultimate 
settlement of the drink problem is not thus 
to be found. Maine adopted state Prohibition 
more than half a century ago, and with her 
went a great company of the states. Every 
one of them, excepting Maine, has lost its 

prohibitory law, not because the law failed, 
but because, to a considerable extent, it suc- 

ceeded in doing that for which it was en- 

acted and thereby incurred the hatred of 
the liquor interests at whose behest the poli- 
ticians killed the law. And Maine, in spite 
of the will of her people, for a quarter of a 

century past has been robbed of a large part 
of even the local benefits that should come 

from a prohibitory law by the confederacy 
between the liquor interests and the politi- 
cians. 

The same story is repeated in Kansas and 
in North Dakota. Kansas has had Prohibi- 
tion upon her statute books for more than 
a quarter of a century, but the saloon rebel 

continues to defy her laws in some of her 
cities yet. 

Georgia begins to have the same experi- 
ence. During the few months that Prohibi- 
tion has been in force in that state its bene- 
fits have been amply demonstrated. But the 

liquor interests, in connivance with politi- 
cians of the baser sort, buying the mere- 

tricious press, both north and south, are at 

work declaring the law a failure, predicting 
its repeal, and paving the way for it. Ala- 
bama’s lawT has not yet gone into effect, but 
the same process has already begun. The 
same is true in Mississippi, where, in spite 
of the clear will of the people, the liquor 
interests still retain a foothold in politics 
and still control a considerable portion of 
the press. 

North Carolina will meet the same experi- 
ence. 

State Prohibition is of great -value. Every 
honest citizen should use his best efforts 
to carry his state for Prohibition. In a half 
dozen other states, beginning probably with 
Tennessee and including, not very far down 
the list, Illinois, Prohibition laws will prob- 
ably be enacted within the near future. But 
every day makes it clearer that this does not 
settle the liquor problem and that nothing 
short of that for which the Prohibition party 
has contended for almost forty years—the 
control of the national government by a 

political party committed to the Prohibition 
principle, as clearly and distinctly as the 
Republican party, for example, is committed 
to the pTotective tariff policy, will protect 
the American people from the curse that has 
for so long time rested upon them. 

PROHIBITION WITH HALF A CHANCE 

The showing made by the article which 
begins on page one of this paper is little 
less than remarkable. We are not at all in 
love with the kind of Prohibition that some 

of the cities of Massachusetts have: It is 
worth fighting to get and worth fighting to 

keep, but there is something vastly better 
worth fighting for. The people of Cam- 
bridge, when they have shut the saloons 
away from them by the width of the narrow 

river that separates them from Boston, have 
done something for the protection of their 
city, but they have not done much in com- 

parison with what might be done if they 
could abolish the whole liquor traffic in the 
United States. The same is true concern- 

ing the people of Somerville and Newton 
and Quincy and Everett and Malden, shut- 
ting the saloon out of the narrow borders 
of their own municipalities but suffering, 
both from the saloons in the neighboring 
municipalities and from the effects of the 

liquor traffic throughout the United States. 
And yet from this little there come very 

tangible results. Studied from the unim- 

peachable statistics of the United States 
Census, through a period of years long 
enough to avoid accidental variations, the 
six cities of Massachusetts which have per- 
sistently followed the no-license policy, show 

a lower average of tax rate than their neigh- 
boring municipalities, show a higher average 
of expenditure for public education and are 

almost incomparably removed from their 

neighbors in the point of being rid oflhe^ 
nuisance of drunkenness. If the drunkards 
that swarm over the bridges from Boston to 

Cambridge could be eliminated from the 

computation, the showing would be far more 

striking. 
The plain teaching of these facts unques- 

tionably points to the value of real Prohi- 

bition. If these results can be accomplished 
by Prohibition with half a chance, the 

thoughtful reader asks, what might we not 

expect from real Prohibition which as yet 
has never been experienced by any munici- 

pality or state in the Union? 

CONGRESS 
The adjournment of Congress offers an op- 

portune occasion for measuring the magnitude 
of our indebtedness to the two “great” parties 
who have “so ably managed” the affairs of gov- 

ernment so long for the American people. With 

the single exception of the fact that it is 

necessary that Congress must act upon certain 

purely routine matters in order that government 
may go along, it is difficult to say whether the 

American people are in any respect better off 

for the session that has just been held. Surely 
the intelligence and morality and common sense 

of the American people were not in the slightest 
degree represented in the dominating gang in 

either end of the Capitol. 
In the House of Representatives there were 

to be found, indeed, a few clean, patriotic men, 

seriously desirous for public welfare, but it was 

not their patriotism, nor yet the adverse view of 

an intelligent opposing majority, that directed 
action in the House. It was the autocratic gavel 
of an ignorant, profane, brutal old boss, whose 
action was controlled by something as far as 

possible removed from a desire for public wel- 

fare. 
In the Senate a few states were represented by 

men whom it is not painful and shameful 
to think of as Senators of the United States, but 
other states, like the great state of New York, 
were “represented,” as usual, by corrupt ring- 
sters, convicted boodlers and imbecile roues, with 
a sprinkling of the paid agents of commercial 

pirates. 
And yet they tell us that we must keep the old 

parties in power, because we “cannot trust the 

reins of government in untried hands.” 

THE RETREAT OF METHODISM. 

We are reluctant to voice any unkind criticism 
of the action of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, but, viewed with 
all possible charity, the displacing of the ring- 
ing, time-honored declaration: “No political party 
has a right to expect, nor ought it to receive, 
the support of Christian men so long as it stands 
committed to the license policy or refuses to put 
itself on record in an attitude of open hostility 
to the saloon,’’ to make way for the spineless, 
new pronunciamento: “No candidate for any 
office which in any way tnay have to do with 
the liquor traffic has a right to expect, nor ought 
he to receive, the support of Christian men, so 

long as he stands committed to the liquor in- 
terests or refuses to put himself in an attitude 
of open hostility to the saloon,” seems about the 
saddest case of taking a brave flag back to a 

cowardly regiment to be found in all history. 
The new declaration sounds a note that is at 

discord with every truth of moral politics. It 


