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A Time for Caution 

Editor of The National Prohibi- 
tionist :—Probably many have noticed 
that people who usually are level- 
headed become somewhat excited in 
the increasing interest of a Presiden- 
tial campaign. I am willing to admit 
that enthusiasm is of great service in 
all good causes, but I am equally posi- 
tive, from a somewhat careful observa- 
tion of campaign workers, that it is 
better to keep reasonably cool in such 
a time, rather than to be swept off one’s 
feet by enthusiasm. I would like to 

urge, with reference to the approach- 
ing conflict, that great care be taken by 
speakers and editors, not to make too 
glowing statements about prospective 
success, a largely increased vote, and 
emphatically to plead that the thought 
that the issue will be “settled in 1908” 
be kept in its proper place. 

While not calling myself an old man, 
hence not claiming the wisdom of age, 
yet I have participated somewhat active- 
ly in the last six Presidential campaigns, 
in some of them devoting considerable 
time to campaign work on the public 
platform, and one of the things which I 
think has been a source of disappoint- 
ment and discouragement, has been the 
glowing representation of a largely in- 
creased vote for our candidates made 
by platform speakers and our news- 

papers. T confess that I have more 
than once been chagrined to find that 
those who professed to be prophets have 

Have you read the startling truths In the Book 
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fallen so far short of being dependable. 
How many times we have been told 
that the indications were that our vote 
would be greatly increased over previous 
state or national elections, only to find 
a slight gain when the returns were 

published, or to face an actual loss. 
An inspection of the files of our pa- 

pers during political campaigns com- 

pared with those same publications con- 

taining election returns would easily 
confirm my statement. Now, this has 
taken place, not because of any inten- 
tion to deceive, but because of an enthu- 
siasm and hopefulness that have not 
been grounded upon the bed-rock of 
fact. When one’s expectations have 
been raised to a high pitch, the failure 
of their realization can but result in 
disappointment, discouragement, and 
lack of confidence. 

So I urge that in the presentation of 
statistics and all information for our 

voters, or to make voters, great care 
be taken to present only reliable and 
dependable information. 

As a party we have never needed 
greater calmness, coolness, wisdom, 
guidance, in our deliberations and de- 
cisions than now. It is no time for 
roseate prophecies, for rapturous enthu- 
siasm, for shallow belief in a speedy 
triumph of our principle. Calm reason- 

ing, discriminating judgment, careful 
action, clear discernment of conditions, 
steadiness of purpose, and unswerving 
fidelity to the truth are some of our 
needs during the next seven or eight 
months. 

I The Rev. Dr.] Alva H. Morrell. 
Laconia, N. H. 

The Prohibitionist and Liberty of 
Conscience 

The Editor’s Notion:—In giving this 
letter to the readers of The National Pro- 
hibitionist, we desire to introduce the writer 
as one of the truest and most loyal Prohibi- 
tionists of the great state of Minnesota, a 
man whose devotion to and service for the 
cause demand for him a hearing. In consid- 
erable part we agree with him in his conten- 
tion, though he rests upon the Seventh-day 
and we are of those of whom the Apostle spoke 
when he said, “another esteemeth every day.” 
Still we feel very clear that, while law must 
not inflict a burden upon the smallest honest 
minority, the people have a right to protect 
by law the quiet and rest of the day that is 
so very generally regarded as a Sabbath. Yet 
we feel equally clear that law must make rea- 
sonable provision for the protection of the 
minority in their Sabbath rest and worship, 
and that Sunday laws must be framed and 
administered in a reasonable Christian spirit. 
It seems to us that a community where the 
large majority rest upon Sunday may object 
to and legislate against the noisy freight-han- 
dling of railroads or the invasion of riotous 
excursionists; but we do not see that the 
orderly following of a peaceful occupation by 
a minority who observe another rest day can 

reasonably be objected to or legislated against. 
Their work is not a serious disturbance of the 
day’s quiet, nor is it a scandal to any enlight- 
ened conscience. We doubt if under any in- 
terpretation of its powers the state has the 
right to command any man to observe a Sab- 
bath, but there is no doubt that the state has 
the duty of commanding all men to refrain 
from the wilful or improper disturbance of any 
man’s Sabbath. We feel, too, that Mr. Clarke 
overlooks the duty of the state, in a “civiliza- 
tion” like ours to protect men who work in 
the employ of others in their right to rest. 
As for Sunday laws and liquor selling, it 
seems to us that there are two or three phases 
of the question that need to be considered 
separately. For a “Christian sentiment” that 
forbids a man to sell liquor on Sunday, be- 
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cause it is “wrong to break the Sabbath," and 
licenses him to sell on the six other days of 
the week and break human hearts—for such 
“Christian sentiment” we have only contempt. 
The law against Sunday liquor selling being 
upon our statute books, it seems to us that it 
must be enforced, both because its violation is 
an object lesson in anarchy that threatens all 
our institutions of civilization, and because, 
owing to the unemployment of the masses 

upon that day, Sunday becomes, without a 

Sunday closing law, the special day of the 
saloon for robbing the people. 

Editor of The National Prohibi- 
tionist:—Your correspondent, Dan R. 
Sheen, gives utterance to many good 
things, but none greater than this: “It 
should be the fixed purpose of the 
Prohibition party to stand for liberty 
of conscience and equal rights to all 
honest and industrious people, and this 
regardless of nationality, creed, color 
or sex.” 

I would like to see that one of the 
planks in every state and national 
platform. That has a broader meaning 
than most people imagine. More than 
once have I been called upon to face 
the charge that Prohibitionists do not 
stand on that platform, but are prac- 
tically opposed to religious equality, and 
in days now past I had to confess that 
there was ground for such an insinua- 
tion. I will briefly explain presently. 

I am yet in the fifties, but have been 
a party Prohibitionist a long time, re- 

ceiving from the party honors of which 
I am justly proud, on its tickets and 
in personal contact with our greatest 
leaders, Hale Johnson, Levering, Stew- 
art, Calderwood and others. My first 
Presidential vote was for Grant for 
his second term. My second for Hayes 
and Wheeler, and in both those cam- 

paigns I went the rounds with a male' 
quartet in their praise. But in those 
campaigns my eyes were opened to the 

unholy alliance of their party leaders 
with the rum traffic. The Presidential 
candidates were indeed men of honor 
and served their times well, but al- 
ready had the rum traffic gotten its 
firm hold upon the two great political 
parties. This fact observed and other 
circumstances, led to my change of pol- 
itics. Two or three times I came near 

backsliding because of sectarian wire 
pulling in the party. And especially on 

this great principle of equal rights and 
religious liberty. But that danger is 
almost gone, and I firmly believe that, 
if wise counsels prevail the Prohibition 
party will be the advocate and defender 
of these liberties. 

It has been the habit of some well 
meaning Prohibitionists to introduce 
resolutions and planks at state conven- 

tions calling for Sunday laws and the 
defense of the day by legislation. All 
such attempts are based upon the sup- 
posed religious sanctity of the day and 
are efforts to legislate in strictly mat- 
ters of conscience. There are over one 

million citizens in the United States 
“honest and industrious” and law abid- 
ing, and thousands of them faithful 
Prohibitionists who conscientiously ob- 
serve the Seventh-day or Saturday as 

the Sabbath of divine appointment: 
Jews, Seventh-day Baptists and Sev- 
enth-day Adventists. The last two have 
figured most prominently in temperance 
agitation. They are a minority, but with 
as sacred rights as the majority. Sun- 
day legislation has defeated its own ob- 
jects almost universally. Enforced idle- 
ness has and will work injury to morals 
and temperance. Much bluster and in- 
jury to Prohibition come from the 
many promises of candidates to en- 

force Sunday-closing acts. “There, did 
not our Republican mayor close saloons 
on Sunday?” And temperance people 
were fearfully fooled as to a great re- 

form, and kept in the old party ranks. 
Only one advantage, if any, has re- 
sulted from any Sunday-closing laws, 
and that seems to be in having work- 

men a little more sober on Monday 
morning for labor. But the religious 
features of such laws are only entering 
wedges to greater infringements of re- 
ligious convictions. It all savors of the 
uniting of church and state and we 
know the horrors of all that. These 
laws are remnants of old blue laws and 
other laws that have led to persecution 
and intolerance. This is a day to re- 

spect every man’s honest religious opin- 
ions and if we believe others in error 
on such matters, we have a lawful way 
of argument and Christian treatment to 
win if possible to our faiths. Civil 
law has no possible mission in making 
men live up to other’s creeds. Civil 
law never made a holy Sabbath nor 

promotes its true observance except as 
it guarantees equal rights to all in 
those matters and protects all in free- 
dom of service to God. 

The dominant issue for Prohibition- 
ists is the abolition of the drink traffic, 
and civic righteousness. And to declare 
in favor of “liberties of conscience and 
equal rights to all,” would strengthen 
and broaden its mission and win to it 
the truest statesmen of the day. 

Before we go any further let us know 
if indeed it is the “fixed purpose of the 
Prohibition party,” to thus stand for 
these broad principles. 

H. D. Clarke. 
Dodge Center, Minn. 

The Sick Devil 
[Frank Foxcroft, in the May Atlantic] 

The liquor interests have taken alarm at the 
outlook of Prohibition in the South and are 
starting tardy movements of reform in the 
hope of averting further disaster. One of their 
organs candidly remarks that “various forms 
of viciousness seem to fasten to the liquor 
traffic with the tenacity of barnacles.” Why 
have these various forms of viciousness es- 

caped attention hitherto? Why has the liqjjftf'’ trade as a whole presented a solid frontto 
every movement for their elimination? It is 
the old story: 

When the devil was sick, 
The devil a monk would be; 

When the devil got well, 
The devil a monk was he. 
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Some of the world’s great men have 
worked during the day and studied 
eVenings to fit themselves for greater 
things. But it requires a good consti- 
tution generally to do this. 

A Ga. man was able to keep it up 
with ease after he had learned the sus- 

taining power of Grape-Nuts, although 
he had failed in health before he changed 
his food supply. He says: 

“Three years ago I had a severe at- 
tack of stomach trouble which left me 
unable to eat anything but bread and 
water. 

i “The nervous strain at my office from 
6 A. M. to 6 P. M. and improper food 
caused my health to fail rapidly. Cereals 
and so-called “Foods” were tried with- 
out benefit until I saw Grape-Nuts men- 
tioned in the paper. 

“In hopeless desperation I tried this 
food and at once gained strength, flesh 
and appetite. I am now able to work 
all day at the office and study at night, 
without the nervous exhaustion that 
was usual before I tried Grape-Nuts. 

“It leaves me strengthened, refreshed, 
satisfied; nerves quieted and toned up, 
brain-waste restored, and intellect 
brightened. I would have been a liv- 
ing skeleton, or more likely a dead one 

by this time, if it had not been for 
Grape-Nuts.” “There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., 
Creek, Mich. Read “The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


