
ROCKFORD JAIL EMPTY 

Prohibition Is Given by Police Chief as 

Cause for Decrease in Crime 

SOME EVASIONS OF LAW 

Lax Ordinance in Force Governing Sale in 
Drug Stores—Wagon Run by 

Brewery Agent 
[Editor’s Note:—This article, head-lines included, is a 

verbatim reproduction from the Chicago Daily News of 
June 2. It may be accepted as “Exhibit A” in refutation 
of the stories of “awful results” in Rockford told by the 
liquor interests.] 

[Special Correspondence of the Chicago Daily 
News.] 

Rockford, III., June 1—At the close of the first 
month of Rockford’s dry rule reports showed 
that arrests for drunkenness have been cut down 
to less than one-third the number in the same 

period last year. The patrol wagon made less 
than one-fourth as many trips and the police 
court has been held for one-fitth the length of 
time. Chief Bargren, who voted against local op- 
tion [Local option is used in this article, by mis- 
take, for no-license.—Editor of N. P.~\ declares 
that he is astonished at the remarkable way in 
which the new rule is working out and that he is 
now a hard and fast convert. 

“If the question were to come up again tomor- 

row for a vote I believe that the result would be 
a tremendous victory for local option,” he said. 

Lockup for Tramps Now 

From May 7 until the last day of May there 
have been thirteen drunkards arrested in Rock- 
ford. For the corresponding time last year forty- 
four were recorded. The city jail is empty, a con- 

dition common now, but last year unheard of. 
One peculiar feature is that the total arrests 

for the month were about the same as for last 

year, as this season the city was visited by no 

fewer than eighty-two tramps from Cnicago. 
They were lodged in jail and then sent on. 

Of the thirteen “drunks” arrested since local 

option went in all except two secured their liquor 
at Beloit on the interurban line. They were ar- 

rested as they alighted from cars and had no time 
to cause a disturbance here, vjne of the others 
became intoxicated upon a near-beer called “Billae 
Sundae,” which was sold as containmg less than 
two percent of alcohol. The saloonist who is said 
to have sold it is now on bonds awaiting trial. 

A circus day and three weeks of hot weather 
have passed without any drunken men being no- 

ticed on the streets. 
The city council, however, has passed a farcical 

ordinance which in no way restricts the sale of 

whisky by druggists. Efforts are already under 

way to have the ordinance repealed and a new 

one substituted. 

Watch on Interurban Cars 

“I am more than pleased with the way the local- 

option law has worked out in Rockford,” said 
Chief Bargren. ‘‘We meet all the interurban cars 

and are trying to make it impossible for a drunk 
to get into the city.” 

The officials of the interurban railway are work- 

ing at the other end of the line by refusing to 

allow drunken men to embark for Rockford. 

They have been unable to prevent men from car- 

rying bottles in their pockets, but watch them 

carefully lest they take drinks on the cars. 

Vacant Saloons Are Rented 

Out of the fifty-three saloons that were forced 
to close about one-third continued business as 

soft-drink parlors. Almost all the vacated places 
have now been rented. One retail merchant who 
wished to get a store on West State street was 

unable to secure a location in spite of the fact 
that the saloons had gone. The Blewfield saloon, 

LIBERTY 
BY JOHN RUSKIN 

Editor’s Note:—In his book, “The Queen of the Air,” John Ruskin, who will live forever, in 

history as one of the greatest of the nineteenth century’s writers and thinkers upon social ami 
ethical topics discusses the idea of liberty—what they now call “personal liberty”—in language ) 
that fits the situation of today as exactly as if it were written in Chicago in 1908. 

It is of small importance to any of us whether 

we get liberty; but of the greatest that we deserve 

it. Whether we can win it, fate must determine; 
but that we will be worthy of it we may ourselves 
determine; and the sorrowfulest fate of all that 
we can suffer is to have it without deserving it. 

I have hardly patience to hold my pen and go 
on writing, as I remember (I would that it were 

possible for a few consecutive instants to forget) 
the infinite follies of modern thought in this mat- 

ter, centered in the notion that liberty is good for 
a man, irrespectively of the use he is likely to 
make of it. Folly unfathomable! unspeakable! 
unendurable to look in the full face of, as the 
laugh of a cretin! You will send your child, will 
you, into a room where the table is loaded with 
sw'eet wine and fruit—some poisoned, some not? 
—you will say to him, “Choose freely, my little 
child! It is so good for you to have freedom of 
choice; it forms your character—your individual- 
ity! If you take the wrong cup or the wrong 
berry, you will die before the day is over, but you 
will have acquired the dignity of a free child!” 

You think that puts the case too sharply? I 

tell you, lover of liberty, there is no choice offered 
to you but it is similarly between life and death. 
There is no act, nor option of act, possible, but 
the wrong deed or option has poison in it which 
will stay in your veins thereafter forever. Never 
more to all eternity can you be as you might have 
been had you not done that—chosen that. You 
have “formed your character,” forsooth! No; if 
you have chosen ill, you have de-formed it, and 
that forever! In some choices it had been better 
for you that a red-hot iron bar struck you aside, 
scarred and helpless, than that you had so chosen. 
“You will know better next time!” No. Next 
time will never come. Next time the choice will 
be in quite another aspect—between quite differ- 
ent things—you, weaker than you were by the 

evil into which you have fallen; it, more doubtful 
than it was, by the increased dimness of your 
sight. 

No one ever gets wiser by doing wrong, nor 

stronger. You will get wiser and stronger only 
by doing right, whether forced or not; the prime, 
the one need is to do that, under whatever com- 

pulsion, until you can do it without compulsion. 
And then you are a man. 

in one of the best business locations, is now occu- 

pied by the J. F. Tracy grocery store. 
The Law and Order League has four detectives 

at work on the rumors of illegal selling of liquor, 
and but one arrest has followed. It was discov- 
ered that the “Billae Sundae” beer contained over 

two percent of alcohol and the sale was ordered 

stopped. Analysis was taken of all the “hop teas” 
and imitation beers sold. 

One man took out an express license and is 

delivering beer throughout the city. He is in the 

employ of a Chicago brewery and contends that 
he is merely delivering what is ordered through 
Chicago. He will be arrested and the case tested. 

MEDICAL MEN MEET 

Society for Study of Inebriety in Session in 

Chicago 
One of the interesting events of last week in 

Chicago was the meeting of the Society for the 

Study of Inebriety in connection with the session 
of the American Medical Association. On Wednes- 

day a luncheon was given in the Auditorium ho- 

tel, attended by the members of the society and a 

large number of prominent Prohibitionists of 

Chicago and vicinity. Many very strong speeches 
were delivered by visiting physicians who are 

members of the society, one of the most notable 
utterances being that of Dr. L. D. Mason of 

Brooklyn, who said: 

“Our Chief Executive talks of race suicide; 
why does he not dwell upon the psychical, physical 
and mental death, the living death of the drunk- 
ard? College professors are worrying about the 
exhaustion of the fuel supply. They would do 
well to contemplate the outlook for the exhaustion 
of brain supply. Paternalism in govern- 
ment is a good thing, but the paternalism that 
licenses the saloon is doing more harm than can 

ever be retrieved by what good it may accom- 

plish.” 
Many of the papers which were read at the dif- 

ferent sessions will be published in The National 
Prohibitionist during the coming months. 

Before I entered upon my official duties as governor, 
while I was a strong temperance man, I was in no sense 

of the word a Prohibitionist, believing that a state Pro- 
hibition law was of doubtful utility. But after a year 
as chief executive, I am an intense Prohibitionist, having 
been made so by the mothers, wives and children who 
have come to my office for the purpose of securing pardon 
or stay of execution for their sons, husbands, fathers. 
In many instances for murders committed in nearly all 
cases which under the influence of whisky.—Governor C. 
C. Comer of Alabama. 

KNOXVILLE’S CONTINUED WOES 

Month of May Shows Continued Falling Off 
in Crop of Drunks in Tennessee City 

Knoxville, Tenn., June 3—(Special correspond- 
ence)—The marvelous decrease in arrests in this 
city, both for drunkenness and for general of- 

fenses, has continued through the month of May. 
The grand total has been increased by a consider-^/ 
able number of arrests in unlawful liquor-selling, 
but even with that considered the showing of 
May is as follows: Total arrests, 230; arrests for 
drunkenness, 93. This is a decrease of 130 in the 
total arrests and of 112 in the arrests for drunk- 
enness, as compared with May of 1907, when the 
saloons were open. Placed in tabular form, the 
showing is as follows: 

Total Drunk- 
Arrests. enness. 

May, 1907 360 205 
May, 1908 230 93 

Decrease. 130 112 
The showing for the first five months of Knox- 

ville’s first year of Prohibition in the matter of 
arrests for drunkenness is as follows: 

ARRESTS FOR DRUNKENNESS 
1908. 1907. 

January 79 172 

February .106 216 
March .112 229 
April .104 244 
May 93 205 

Total five months.494 1,066 

A note appearing in one of the daily papers of 
Chattanooga is highly suggestive of the relation 
of the liquor traffic to legitimate business. The 
note refers to the arrival in that city of a river 
steamer, having on board five cars of potatoes, 
one car of “Postum” and four cars of merchan- 
dise—and three carloads of whisky. It ought not 
to take the average business man long to figure 
it out that those potatoes and the “Postum” and 
the other goods are going to be sold in competi- 
tion with the whisky, and the whisky “will have 
the pole.” A little further thought might develop 
the suggestion that though those potatoes may 
have been raised in a county that is “dry” by 
local option, the gin mills of Chattanooga will* 
be vitally related to the far-away local option 
farmer. 

The statistics of every state shows a great amount <of 
crime and misery attributable to the use of ardent spirits 
obtained at these retail liquor saloons than to any other 
source.—The Supreme Court in Crawley vs. Christenson, 
137 U. S. 86. 


