
THEi|EMPIR.E STATE 
State Prohibition Headquarters, Oswego, 

N. Y., June 6—State Chairman Pitts attended 

/t¥rsr county conventions of Dutchess and Madison 
counties last week, delivered some addresses and 
spent the remaining time at headquarters on ar- 

rangements for the Congressional and senatorial 
conventions. 

Holding of county conventions and election of 
state, national, Congressional, and senatorial 
delegates is going steadily forward, and fully one- 

fourth of the delegates are elected. 
As reported before, the conventions are running 

thrice the usual size, the number of contributors 
to party funds is twice as large, and we have 
three times as much pledged as ever before on 

June first. 

CHAIRMAN PITTS 
The Leader to Whom York State Is Rallying. 

Another encouraging feature is that practically 
every delegate elected from every county has 

^ pledged himself to attend the state convention, 
and there have usually been contests over posi- 
tions on the national delegation, one county with 
but a single delegate to elect having seven can- 

didates. 
Dr. J. A. Hartman, Albion, N. Y., chairman of 

the committee upon arrangements for New York 
state’s delegation to Columbus, has completed ar- 

rangements and is preparing a statement to be 
sent every New Yorker intending to attend the 
convention at Columbus. 

Every Prohibitionist not elected as a delegate, 
hue who intends to attend the national convention, 
should at once send his name to both Chairman 
C. E. Pitts, Oswego, and Dr. J. A. Hartman, Al- 
bion—to the former that his name may be sent 
with others to counties having vacancies, and to 
the latter that he may be sent full particulars as 

to transportation, etc. 
The national convention will be the greatest in 

our history and every New Yorker should bend 
every energy to attending. It will be an event 

long to remember. 
As most of our supplies were printed montfis 

earlier than usual, demand for funds comes much 
earlier, but although we have thousands of dollars 

pledged, money is coming in slowly as yet, and 
we need it badly, as we have several hundred dol- 
lars in printing bills to be paid immediately. 
Every New York Prohibitionist is urged to pay 
as much of his pledge as possible immediately. 

Dutchess county Prohibitionists held a large 
convention Monday, nominated a strong local 

ticket, elected delegates to all conventions, and 

reorganized for the campaign. The Hon. W. W. 
Smith presided and County Secretary Brown was 

secretary. The local papers gave columns to the 
convention. State Chairman Pitts delivered an 

address upon party work and growth, and it is 

safe to say that Dutchess county Prohibitionists 

are far more determined than ever to push the 

fight to victory. Last fall they more than doubled 

their vote in the county. 

Through the hard work of Chairman Hay of 
Madison county the Prohibitionists held one of 
the most enthusiastic county conventions of their 
history Thursday, nominated a county ticket of 
leading citizens of the county, adopted a broad- 
guage platform, applauded an earnest speech by 
Chairman Pitts, selected Mr. Hay county chair- 
man and reorganized by election districts along 
state lines. Local papers gave two columns to 
the convention, printing the platform in full, and 
also part of Mr. Pitts’ speech. In the evening Mr. 
Pitts addressed a large audience at the close of 
a fine literary and musical program, upon the 
“Onward Sweep of the Great Prohibition Wave: 
How to Bring It to New York,” and at its close 
a collection of $96 was received, which was di- 
vided equally between the county and state com- 

mittees. 

Dr. Ernest L. Tiffany, the state superintendent 
of Venango work, who is attending county con- 

ventions in Southern New York on behalf of the 
state committee, reports remarkable exhibitions of 
interest in the Prohibition cause and the Prohibi- 
tion party. He has just attended the conventions 
of Livingston, Steuben, Schuyler, Ontario, Yates 
and Wayne counties.. At these six conventions 
last year there were sixty-six delegates present. 
This year the delegates total one hundred and 
seventeen. Last year $161 was raised at the con- 

ventions and this year $265. Prof. J. L. Da- 
vies of the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary presided 
at the Livingston county convention, and Profes- 
sor Perry A. Carpenter, a member of the faculty 
of the seminary, was nominated for school com- 

missioner and will make a canvass to win. At 
Mt. Morris, where Dr. Tiffany spoke after the 

Livingston county convention, the W. C. T. U. 

pledged $24 for the party’s campaign fund. The 

Schuyler county convention was held on Memo- 
rial Day at Watkins. Miss Marie Brehm, for- 

merly president of the W. C. T. U. af Illinois, 
was present at the Wayne county convention at 

Newark. In connection with these conventions 
Dr. Tiffany has addressed audiences in a large 
number of central and western New York points, 
meeting with a most cordial reception every- 
where. A very remarkable feature has been the 
fact that the local papers have given large space 
to the reports of the conventions and meetings. 

PROHIBITIONISTS BEATEN IN COURT 

New York Judge in Remarkable Decision De- 
nies Party Rights Accorded by the 

Law 

Oswego, N. Y., June 9—.(Special correspond- 
ence)—Although the Prohibition party has just 
lost the first round in the battle for election 
officials in towns where they are in first or sec- 
ond place, by the adverse decision of Justice 
Andrews, they are not in the least discouraged. 
Upon the trial of the case the judge had taken 
the party’s side in an argument with the Demo- 
crats’ attorney, and a favorable decision was ex- 

pected. However, the decision just handed down 
is that the Prohibition party is not entitled to in- 
spectors of election in such towns, upon the 
ground that the two largest parties in the state 
are entitled to them, the judge declaring “uncon- 
stitutional” two sections of the election law 
which specifically state that they shall be ap- 
pointed from the two parties polling the highest 
vote in each town. 

In arriving at his determination that the cri- 
terion must be the state vote, the learned court 
overlooked the very important fact that, at the 
time when the law compels the appointment of in- 
spectors (within thirty days after election), it is 
impossible to determine which parties poll the 
highest and next largest vote in the state, for 
the reason that the vote of the state is not can- 
vassed until December 15—some two weeks later, 
and that at the time the appointment of inspectors 
is necessary only the vote of the town is before 
the town board, the appointing board. 

The party’s attorneys are preparing papers for 
a speedy appeal to the appellate division at 

Rochester, where the cases will be argued and 
submitted at the first term early in September. 

The importance of the question requires that 
the cases be pushed through to the Court of Ap- 
peals for a final settlement of the law, and the 
Prohibition committee and its attorneys have 
every reason for believing that they will be ulti- 
mately successful. 

In connection with this matter, Prohibitionists 
will be pleased to know that the conviction of 
Editor Cornell (two years ago) for alleged libel 
of “Boss” Stowell, the trial of which was before 
Judge Andrews* has been reversed by the appel- 
late division upon the ground that Judge Andrews 
erred in refusing .admission of much of the 
editor’s evidence sought to be introduced to prove 
that he told the truth. Editor Cornell of the 
Patriot (Ind. Rep.) and Editor C. B. Brower of 
the Hannibal News were indicted for alleged libel 
in having published certain resolutions about 
Stowell, and had the conviction of Cornell been 
sustained Editor Brower, who publishes the 
doughty Prohibition party paper at Hannibal 
must have stood trial. It will be recalled that the 
trial of Cornell was a ten-day sensation. The 
editor was defended by nearly a dozen Republi- 
can, Democratic and Prohibition attorneys. Mr. 
Pitts was attorney for Brower. 

Chairman Pitt says: “We do not in the least 
doubt that we shall reverse Justice Andrews’ in 
this election board fight, as in the fight for jus- 
tice for the editors. There will be no let-up until 
we reach the highest court. If laws giving the Pro- 
hibition party its rights are ‘unconstitutional’ we 
want to know it.” 

PROHIBITION ANNUAL MEETING 

Workers of a Booming New York City to 

Rally on Saturday 
Schenectady, N. Y., June 6—(Special corre- 

spondence)—On Saturday, June 13, the annual 
meeting of the Schenectady County Prohibition 
organization will be held in the First Baptist 
church of this city. Dr. E. L. Tiffany, state su- 
perintendent of Venango work, will be present 
and will address the meeting. He will also speak 
in the Emanuel Baptist church in the evening. 
On Sunday, June 14, he will speak three times, 
in Trinity Methodist Episcopal church at 10:30 
a. m., the First Methodist Episcopal church at 3 
p. m., and in Scotia, a suburb of Schenectady, at 
7:30 p. m. The organization is rapidly gaining 
strength under the efficient work of County Or- 
ganizer M. S. Lacknard. 

ILLINOIS LEGISLATIVE SITUATION 

What the Workers Are Doing to Capture the 
Next General Assembly of Prairie 

State 

[From Illinois’ Headquarters Bulletin.] 
Each day is adding interest to the legislative 

situation in Illinois. Mr. Blake, the legislative 
superintendent, spent a week visiting the various 
colleges interviewing the men who are to work 
as organizers all over the state this summer. At 
Taylor University, at Upland, Ind., fifteen men 

were contracted, three of these being professors. 
Good conferences were held at several colleges 
in Illinois. The situation looks brighter each 
day. 

Several conferences have been held already by 
the Hon. Clay F. Gaumer, and the Hon. John R. 
Golden. Mr. Gaumer’s conference at Decatur was 

well attended, and a substantial legislative fund 
was raised. Nominations were made for state 
senator and representative. At Champaign, Dr. 
J. B. Mandeville was nominated for representa- 
tive, and George Thompson, an able young at- 

torney of Bement, for state senator. There is a 

good show for the election of these men. A legis- 
lative campaign fund of over $200 was raised. At 
the conference at Viola on June 4 a substantial 
fund was raised, and nominations were made for 
representative. At Princeton the conference was 

well attended and nearly $200 was raised. 
The Hon. John R. Golden has been holding 

conferences in southern Illinois. This has always 
been a rough field as compared with the north- 
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