
thought it necessary to do this has it remained for these 
reformers and agitators of the present day to discover 
the evil and to raise a cry against it? 

One large result of the meeting—probably the 
only very important result—was the raising of a 

huge fund to fight Prohibition. Two years ago 
brewers in convention decided to levy an 

assessment of two cents on each barrel of beer 
produced by the association’s members, but only 
one cent of the tax on each barrel has been 
called in. This convention decided to call for 
the remaining cent on each barrel at once, and 
this will make available, long before election, 
almost a quarter of a million dollars to circulate 
the pro-beer falsehoods. 

REFORM BUREAU AT SARATOGA 

Crafts and Howard at Great World Congress 
in Session This Week 

Washington, D. G, June 14—(Special corre- 

spondence)—Friday, June 19, will be Interna- 
tional Reform Bureau day at the Saratoga Tem- 

perance Congress, with a program covering the 
entire day devoted to world wide reform. Among 
the speakers for the day will be National Super- 
intendent Wilbur F. Crafts, Clinton N. Howard, 
Gen. A. S. Daggett, Albert Sidney Gregg and 
Dr. George W. Peck. At the evening mass meet- 

ing to be held in Convention hall, Dr. Crafts 
will speak on the world wide war against drink, 
and at nine o’clock make way for Clinton N. 
Howard, who will give “A Ride Across the 
Century,” the fifth section of his water wagon 
ride addresses. 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CONVENTION 

Howard with Water Wagon Address at Young 
People’s Centennial 

Pittsburg, Pa., June 13—(Special correspond- 
ence)—The young people’s national centennial 
convention of the United Presbyterian church 
will be held at Buffalo, N. Y., the week of July 
29, with 3,000 delegates attending, with sessions 
devoted to missions, education, civic righteous- 
ness and temperance. The entire evening of 

July 30 will be given over to an address by Clin* 
ton N. Howard for “A Ride on the Water 
Wagon,” which members of the committee have 
heard delivered in other cities and have re- 

quested for the convention address. 

DECATUR “HARD HIT” 

Drunk Crop of Illinois No-License Town 

Almost Ruined 

Decatur, III., June 8.—(Special corre- 

spondence) — With yesterday the city of De- 
catur closed its first month of experience with 
local Prohibition, the no-license law having 
gone into effect on May 8. A part of the re- 

sults appears in the fact that, although during 
the same month of 1907 there were sixty-four 
arrests for drunkenness in this city, during the 
month that has just passed there were but thir- 

teen, a fraction over one-fifth of the number 
of last year. 

Added to this is the fact that while there 
were seventeen arrests for disorderly conduct 
and disturbing the peace from May 7 to June 7 

of 1907, there have been but seven such arrests 

during the same time in the present year. 

For more than twelve years this publication 
has kept out of politics. Neither our news nor 

our advertising columns have ever contained a 

political announcement or an editorial expression, 
except that we have always opposed the Prohibi- 
tion party and its principles, and we do today.— 
Wholesalers’ & Retailers’ Review. 

THE “RUIN” OF ASHEVILLE 

How North Carolina’s Famous Resort “Suffers** from Lack of Saloons 
and Hotel Bars—A Touching Story 

BY W. P. WHITTINGTON 
Editor’s Note:—A good many papers have been commenting upon the fact that Buncombe 

county, N. C., where Asheville, the great winter resort is situated, voted Prohibition by so large 
a majority in the recent election in North Carolina. The city of Asheville voted out its saloons 
some months ago and the papers gave great prominence to the action of a Mr. Roebling, who 
owned a patch of land in the vicinity and who moved away in quite spectacular fashion. Mr. 
Roebling’s property was represented as an estate of marvelous size and magnificence, and 
many prophecies were indulged in as to the calamities that were likely to fall upon Ashe- 
ville with the Prohibition policy, calamities which, it was prophesied, would lead to a reversal 
of the vote within a short time. How far the prophecy came from actuality may be judged by 
the vote which has just been taken, and why the people voted that way is strongly set forth 
in the following resume of the situation by one of the leading citizens of the city: 

Our people in the city and throughout Biin- 
combe county are delighted with the results of 
Prohibition and would not return to the old 
saloon condition for any consideration whatever. 
Our saloons went out of business on the first of 
January of this year, and I can safely say that 
business has improved in almost every line in 
which the people of this section are engaged. 
Of course, we have no saloons and the liquor 
men say: “Everything is awful dull in Ashe- 
ville.” The liquor men told us that if we closed 
the saloons we would kill the town and drive the 
hotel men out of business; but the contrary has 
been the effect. Our business men in Asheville 
generally are more prosperous than ever before. 
Our banks have weathered the storm of the 
worst panic in years. We have had fewer mer- 

cantile failures than any whisky town of the 
same size in the country. 

Our hotels and boarding-houses have had the 
most prosperous season they have had for years, 
and our travel has been phenomenally large. 
There is a great deal of building and general 
improvement going on, and there are no vacant 

houses to amount to anything in the city. Bat- 

tery Park Hotel, the largest in the city, and the 
one most extensively patronized by tourists, who, 
by the way, the liquor men told, would quit 
coming to Asheville if we took the barroom from 

Battery Park Hotel, has had decidedly the best 

spring season for five or six years. 
Real estate has advanced and is active. 
The market-house men tell me that laborers who 

used to come to their places of business on Satur- 

day night and buy five to fifteen cents’ worth of 
meats and foodstuffs now spend from twenty-five 
cents to a dollar, and are sober. The grocery 
business has been better than usual and the dry 
goods men are satisfied with their business. As 
for morals and sobriety, the improvement has 
been such as to surprise the opponents of the sa- 

loons themselves. 
The streets in front of the barrooms are no 

longer filled on Saturday evenings by profane and 
drunken crowds, and places where ladies did not 
dare to pass alone are now quite respectable. 

Our county criminal court tried every case on 
the criminal docket and left a clear record at our 

last term of court, which is the first time such a 

thing has occurred for fifteen years. Our police 
courts have far less to do than usual. The rec- 

ords show that in the first four months of 1908 
there were only 147 arrests for drunkenness. Yet 
the saloon advocates say that Prohibition does 
not prohibit. 

I want to say further that the improvement in 
the surrounding country is equally as noticeable. 
The citizens who formerly came to the city and 
spent their money for whisky, got drunk and 
went home and abused their families and neglected 
their business, now come to town and spend their 
money for the necessaries of life and the comfort 
of their families, take their purchases back home 
and are greeted by happy wives and children, and 
pursue their farm labors and have better pros- 
pects for crops this year than for many years 
before. 

Asheville, N. C., May 15, 1908. 

DID NOT REPUDIATE PROHIBITION 

Atlanta’s Chamber of Commerce Denies Re- 

ported Action Against Georgia’s 
New Law 

Atlanta, Ga., June 10—(Special correspond- 
ence)—Some of the daily papers and the liquor 
papers have been publishing what purports to 

be a statement denouncing the Prohibition law 

adopted by the Chamber of Commerce of this 

city. It is sufficient to say that the Atlanta 
Chamber of Commerce has never adopted any 
statement of any kind, denouncing or even criti- 

cizing Prohibition law. This assertion is vouched 
for by Mr. Walter G. Cooper, the secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, in a statement pub- 
published in the Atlanta Georgian. 

The stuff published by the liquor papers is 
similar in character to a denunciatory resolution 
adopted by the Chamber of Commerce of the city 
of Savannah, a body which is practically con- 

trolled by one of the brewers who finds his busi- 
ness seriously embarrassed by the prohibitory law. 

LOUISIANA GOING DRY 

Another Big Parish Votes Out the Saloons— 

State Prohibition Demanded 

Lake Charles, La., June 10—(Special tele- 
gram)—Yesterday Calcasieu parish, having four 
thousand square miles of territory and fifty thou- 
sand people, voted “dry” after a sixty days' 

whirlwind campaign. With eighteen precincts 
yet to hear from, the majority for Prohibition 
is twelve hundred. The precincts not yet re- 
ported are confessedly “dry” territory, and the 
majority can hardly fall below seventeen hundred. 

This gives Louisiana thirty-two “dry” parishes 
out of fifty-nine, being sixty-eight percent of the 
territory and seventy-six percent of the popula- 
tion now under local Prohibition law. A hard 
fight will be made in the legislature for the sub- 
mission of a state Prohibition law and if it be 
submitted it will be carried overwhelmingly. 

New Hampshire’s Lesson 
For about half a century, until 1903, New 

Hampshire had a defective Prohibition law. 
In that year the law was repealed and a license 
law enacted in the name of “reform.” The 
following statement of drunks committed to 
houses of correction in the state shows one of 
the results: 
1901 663 
1902 437 
1903 838 
1904 .1,337 
1905 .1,637 
1906 .2,181 
1907 (11 months, termination of fiscal year changed).1,870 

How Touchingly Pious 
[From Truth, Detroit Liquor Paper.] 

The trouble and bad feeling that exists in so many 
of the Protestant churches today is caused by some of its 
preachers who attempt to speak upon the subject of tem- 
perance who do not know the first principle of human 
nature. Plow much more ood they would do if they devoted more of their valuable time sticking to the more 
beautiful stories the Bible tells? 

Next time you hear a loud-mouthed denunciation of 
the preachers for political activity, ask the denunciator 
how much he pays to the support of any church or clergy- 
men.—The Nashville Tennessean. 


