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Today Chicago is tilled with marching delegations, music and banners. 
Tomorrow the liepublican convention meets in the Coliseum, but the action of that body 

in every important detail is absolutely certain. 
Not a single speaker from the chairman down is likely to utter a word of sympathy with 

or recognition of the greatest national issue of the hour. 
Not a solitary candidate for President or Vice-President who will be proposed will be 

urged for the nomination on the ground of known antagonism to, or unfriendliness for, the 

liquor traffic. 
The Presidential standard bearer may be named on the first or the fortieth ballot, but 

one thing is sure: * 

For President, the convention will nominate a man, who, whatever his “high moral char- 
acter,” it will be deliberately guaranteed in advance that he is satisfactory to every brewer, 
distiller, and saloonkeeper in the nation. 

For Vice-President, the convention will name some state’s “favorite son” who, however 
clean “personally,” will go gagged into the campaign, and will not dare once open his mouth 
to defy or attack the drink curse. 

Finally, the convention of this party that forty-eight years ago nominated Abraham 
Lincoln on a dominant moral issue declaration, will this year adopt a long platform, which, 
despite the fact that Prohibition is today as manifestly the supreme issue as was slavery then, 
will ignore the question and attempt to checkmate the present agitation by an absolute silence 
on the subject. 

A startling development on this complete disregard of the Prohibition reform is fur- 
nished today by Chairman Wilson of Illinois, which should be given the widest publicity. In 
the light of current events the time for this sort of political gagging of free speech is past. 

Mr. Wilson in this interview says: 
“A conspiracy seems to exist between the two leading national parties to ignore the liquor 

question in their platforms. 
“The interview with William J. Bryan, given to the Associated Press and published in many 

papers throughout the country on June 12, declared ‘I do not expect it [Prohibition] to be made 
an issue by either the Republican or the Democratic national conventions.’ 

“Mr. Bryan says he has received many letters on this subject and has answered them all the 
same way. One which was received by a friend in Texas confirms the recent interview and con- 

tains this remarkable sentence: 
‘I think that I am sufficiently informed to predict that the Prohibition question will not be 

discussed in the platforms of either of the leading national parties.’ 
“It appears that there is an understanding between the two leading national parties to ignore 

this question which has forced itself to the front in American politics and that Mr. Bryan is aware 

of this fact. 
“Who was Mr. Bryan’s informant? Mr. Bryan says that he thinks he is sufficiently informed. 

It would be very interesting to the voters of America to know the source from which this informa- 
tion came. It will be observed that Mr. Bryan says it is sufficient. I call upon Mr. Bryan to ex- 

plain to the country this amazing statement in both his interview and letter. If he declines to do 
so the people will watch with interest the action of the two great conventions which will settle the 
question as to whether or not there has been an agreement as Mr. Bryan intimates.” 

The Prohibitionists have it in their power to compel every party in the United States 
to break silence whether concerted or otherwise, and show its true colors on the liquor issue 
this year. 

Last week the party Prohibitionists of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Florida held their con- 
ventions with every prospect of making effective and well-organized campaigns. 

The committee on general arrangements for the Prohibition national convention at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, July 15, 16, have issued a timely memorandum of hotels, restaurants and 
boarding houses with other information, which every one should have who expects to go, and 
which will be sent on request. 

We thank those who have so promptly responded to our request last week to make fur- 
ther remittance on account of their subscriptions to the 1908 fund and trust that others who 
read these words will do likewise. These are days of magnificent opportunities, which re- 

quire unusual liberality on the part of our friends. Faithfully yours, 

Chairman Prohibition National Committee. 

LEWIS FOR VICE-PRESIDENT 

New England Names Well-Known Prohibi- 
tionist for Second Place at Columbus 

Boston, June 13—(Special correspondence)—A 
number of New England Prohibitionists, looking 
over the field, have determined to present the 
name of the Hon. J. B. Lewis for the Vice-Presi- 
dential nomination at Columbus. 

Mr. Lewis’ qualifications are so well and widely 

THE HON. J. B. LEWIS 
The Leader Whom New England Will Back for 

Vice-Presidential Nomination 

known as to hardly need recitation. He has been 
one of the foremost of New England Prohibi- 
tionists for many years. His work and generosity 
in behalf of party and cause are known every- 
where. He has served as a member of the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts with great distinction 
and commands the respect not only of party Pro- 
hibitionists everywhere, but of his fellow citizens 
in the Bay State of all parties. 

Mr. Lewis is at the head of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Pledge Signing Crusade and is, as well, a 

prominent member of the National Temperance 
Society.' 

NEW ENGLAND’S WAR PATH 

How the Delegates from “Down East” Will 
Come to Columbus 

Boston, May 13.—(Special correspondence)— 
Preparations have been made to carry the dele- 
gates from the New England states to the na- 
tional convention at Columbus, over the Boston 
& Albany, the New York Central, the Lake Shore 
and the “Big Four,” the train leaving Boston 
at 1:45 p. m., on Monday, July 13, and arriving 
in Columbus Tuesday morning at 10:30. Maine 
and New Hampshire delegates will join the train 
at Boston or Worcester. Vermonters will come 
in at Albany, Connecticut’s contingency at Spring- 
field, and Rhode Island’s at either Boston or 
Worcester. '-—4 

Ticket agents at delegates’ home stations will 
be able to give all particulars and to reserve 
berths. The train will carry a dining car and 
serve meals en route. 

The fares arranged to Columbus and return 
are as follows: From Boston, $24.85; Worcester, 


