
monument of patient investigation. 
Taken all in all the gathering has been of great 

interest and will produce lasting results. The 
book which is to embody a full report of its pro- 

ceedings should have a wide sale. 
As for myself, of all the things that happened 

at the congress I shall, perhaps, longest remem- 

ber the splendid sermon which Clinton N. Howard 
preached the Anti-Saloon League, id ct omnc 

genus, when, turning to the Anti-Saloon leaders 
of New York state, wdio sat upon the platform 
when he delivered his great address, he said: 

“Gentlemen, some of you have been much in- 

terested in getting ward option and precinct 
option and county option from the legislature of 
the state of New York. I want to tell you that 
if you want local option the thing to do is to 

demand Prohibition. The legislature of New 
York will give you county option on a golden 
platter, if you once show them that you have 

the courage to demand what you really want— 

the Prohibition of the liquor traffic.” 
Before closing this article I ought to put on 

record here the names of the gentlemen who have 
acted as the committee of promotion that made 
possible this celebration: William T. Wardwell, 
Alfred L. Manierre, Henry M. Randall, J. H. 

Durkee, chairman, C. J. Taft, secretary, Levi 
Hoag, John McKee, and Clias. E. Robbins. 

These gentlemen have labored for more than 
two years and from the members of the com- 

mittee have come, in large part, the funds for the 
prosecution of the promotion work and for the 
payment of its expenses. 

SEABORN WRIGHT 

Sketch of the Southern Statesman Whom Many Urge for Pro- 
hibition Presidential Nomination. 

Editorial Notes—Some time since The National Prohibitionist expressed the opinion that 
the Hon. Seaborn Wright, the subject of the sketch which appears below, seems to be in a position 
where he might do a great service for the Prohibition cause. Up to the present time Mr. Wright 
has not signified any decision and there is no public information as to whether he intends to move out 
of the Democratic party and pitch his tent in the camp of clean politics, or will struggle on a little 
longer in the impossible task of saving the nation from the drink curse through political parties 
owned by the liquor interests. Whatever may be Mr. Wright’s final conclusion, the article which 
follows will be highly interesting as a vivid picture of the personality of a man who has contributed 
much to the remarkable growth of the Prohibition movement through the southern states. 

THE HON. SEABORN WRIGHT 

Atlanta, Ga., June 22.— (Special correspond- 
ence.)—From many northern states come letters 
almost daily urging a distinguished Georgian to 

make the race for the Presidency on the Prohibi- 
tion issue. Georgia is the storm center of the 
Prohibition movement which is sweeping through 
the South. One of its most conspicuous and 
trusted leaders is the Hon. Seaborn Wright, who 
for a quarter of a century has fought consistently, 
with great energy and ability to drive the license 
system from the South. Without him Georgia 
would not be under Prohibition and his influence 
has contributed much to the cause in the other 
states. Speaking nightly to audiences of from 
three to ten thousand people, he has had marvel- 
ous success in changing sentiment and arousing 
the people for the abolition of drink. Only the 
other day in the Louisiana legislature, which he 
was invited to address, the members, including 
the anti-Prohibition delegation from New Orleans, 
rose enmasse, stood on their chairs, waved their 
arms and shouted under the sway of his eloquence. 
This is the man, who on a moral question can 

transform the political convictions in a whole 
county with but one speech. The men in Ameri- 

can politics who can do this are exceedingly 
scarce. Lincoln was one such and some have ven- 

tured to say, here is another Lincoln, the man 

who will lead America in its fight against the 
organized liquor traffic. 

Seaborn Wright possesses a most charming 
personality. His winning smile, his high pene- 
trating voice, his unquestioned sincerity, his spot- 
less life, his devotion to high ideals, his keen 
political acumen, his ability as a constitutional 
lawyer, his record as a statesman, all combine to 
make him a leader among men. 

Seaborn Wright is the flower of the South—the 
old aristrocracy, but without an aristocratic hair 
in his head. His father was a large slave holder, 
yet he, by his gentleness and kindness, is ever a 

recognized protector of the negro. He is rich, but 
the friend of the poor. He is great as a citizen, 
lawyer and man, but is simple, modest and 
most approachable. 

Born near Rome, Floyd county, north of At- 

lanta, November 30, 1857, he is now in the prime 
of life with a possibility of a great political record 
before him. His education was obtained in Mercer 
University, from which he was graduated in 1875. 
He was married to Miss Anna E. Moore, daughter 
of W. A. Moore, who for many years was an ex- 

tensive drg goods importer in this city. Five boys 
bless their beautiful home at Rome and the oldest, 
Barry Wright, a lawyer but twenty-two years of 
age, has just been elected a member of the 
Georgia legislature to succeed his father. The 
Wright family are all members of the Presbyterian 
church into which Mr. Wright came soon after his 
marriage, his wife being of that faith. He was 

raised a Baptist and when in this city generally 
worships at Dr. Broughton's Baptist Tabernacle. 

All his life Seaborn Wright has lived in Rome. 
He is an extensive farmer and fruit raiser, having 
many plantations. His 20,000 peach trees are cov- 

ered with fruit, which will be marketed within the 
next fortnight. On his place is water power and 
some days he may be fbund at the mill grinding 
his wheat. He loves God’s great out-of-doors and 
delights to mingle with the flowers, roam the 
fields and woods. 

Judge Augustus R. Wright, father of Seaborn 

Wright, was one of the most famous lawyers at 

the Cherokee bar, a member of the Federal Con- 
gress before the war and a judge of the superior 

court of Georgia. He was a strong Union man, 

supported Douglas and fought secession until 

the passage of the ordinance, then went with his 
state and served in the Confederate Congress 
throughout the war. He belonged to the peace 

party of the Confederacy. The mother of Seaborn 
Wright was Addie Allman, a native of North 
Carolina. 

Seaborn Wright has never been classed as a 

Bourbon Democrat, but a man of utmost inde- 

pendence in political action. For the most part 
of a third of a century he has been in the Georgia 
legislature and conspicuous as a leader in that 

body. Hundreds of his friends of political influ- 
ence wished him to be governor and United States 
Senator and these offices may have been within 
his grasp, but he never aspired to them. His leg- 
islative campaigns have been peculiar, inasmuch 
as he has been elected at various times as a 

Democrat, Populist, Prohibitionist and Independ- 
ent. His last appearance in that body will be at 

the coming regular session which opens this week. 
In 1896 there was a coalition of the Populists and 
Prohibitionists with Prohibitionists on the 

Populist ticket headed by Seaborn Wright 
with state-wide Prohibition the issue. This 
candidate was supported by Tom Watson, 
Sam Jones, Walter B. Hill, John Tem- 
ple Graves and other noted Georgians. Col. 
Frank J. Sibley, now a member of the Prohibi- 
tion national committee was one of the man- 

agers of that campaign. Seaborn Wright polled 
96,000 votes which was three-fourths of the 

white vote, but was defeated by the heaviest 
negro registration ever known. 

Mr. Wright has rendered valuable service to 
his state in shaping her legislation for many 
years. 

“DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY” 

A Few Cases in Point in the Study of thfi^ 
Saloon as a Contributor to Happy 

Home Life 

Detroit, Mich., June 16—(Special correspond- 
ence)—We are frequently told, now-a-days, that 
drink plays only a very minor part in the di- 
vorce evil. Probably, if all the particulars of 
divorce cases were published, we should find that 
many cases of cruelty and infidelity, in the 
trials of which the drink is not mentioned, 
actually have their origin in whisky and beer. 
Sometimes, there is reason to believe, the feature 
of drunkenness is purposely omitted from pub- 
lished reports, for reasons best known in news- 

paper offices. 
Yesterday seven women were granted divorces 

from their husbands in this city. Of the seven 

cases three were, on the surface, drink cases. 

The published reports suggest drink in three of 
the others. 

In the first case tried the complaining wife tes- 
tified : 

He came borne about two in the morning and 
wanted a lunch. When I didn’t want to set it 
out for him, he hit me in the neck. Then I ran 
to a neighbors and sent a private detective over 
to ask him to take a Turkish bath and sober up. 
Did he do it? I should say not. He sent back 
word that he would put my coffin against the 
wall under the telephone and he described the 
shroud he was going to buy for me, so I didn’t 
go near him any more. 

“He used to come home two or three times a 
week drunk and abuse me. I left him twice but 
he would promise to be good and I would'go 
back.” 

Another case is reported in brief: 
“Gusta Grossman will get a decree because her 

husband drank and deserted her in 1905.” 
In another case the report says: 
“Bertie Gilson testified that her husband Alison 

dragged her across a room and tried to hold her 
face against a hot stove. That happened in 
Centerville and she left him because he came 
home drunk so often. They were married on 
Christmas day, 1895.” 


