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THE GREAT CONVENTION 

The national convention of the Prohibi- 
tion party, upon the gathering of which we 

have centered so much of hope and expecta- 
tion, is almost at hand, and it seems to us 

that every Prohibitionist now ought to pause 
and thoughtfully ask himself, What can I 

do to make that' convention the greatest pos- 
sible success? 

There are numerous answers, of which the 
first that will suggest itself, possibly, is the 
matter of attendance. To us it seems of the 

highest importance, not merely that there 
should be a good attendance at the Colum- 
bus convention, but that there should be an 

attendance which will make an impression 
upon the whole American people. Some of 
us are perhaps inclined to look upon con- 

vention attendance too much as a privilege 
and too little as a duty. Yet a duty it is, 
both because great attendance will make the 
convention itself, in its work, its nomina- 
tions and its platform, more valuable to the 

party and the cause, and because attendance 
will challenge the attention of the whole na- 

tion. Let the press dispatches from Columbus 
tell the people on the evening of the first 

day of the convention that that city is liter- 

ally overwhelmed with hosts of Prohibition- 
ists that have come down upon it, that the 
convention hall is packed to the limit and 
overflow meetings being held at a half-dozen 

points in the city, and that fact, displayed 
upon the first page of practically every news- 

paper in the land, as it would be, will preach 
Prohibition more loudly than we have ever 

been able to preach it by the speeches and 
literature of a whole campaign. 

Coupled closely with the thought of at- 
tendance will be the spirit and attitude of 
mind in which we ought to rally at Colum- 
bus. If any man has doubts, if any man has 
discouragements, if any man has pessimistic 
ways of looking at things, let him salt them 
carefully down or put them in cold storage 
somewhere and come to Columbus without 
them. In all probability he will never need 
them again after the Columbus convention, 

so he might throw them utterly away before 
lie starts. Let us come in a spirit of brother- 
hood. There have been conventions when we 

have met with the knowledge of impending 
conflicts. Today there are none in sight. Let 
us come believing every other Prohibitionist 
as faithful to the cause, as anxious for pub- 
lic welfare as we, and determined to join in 
a union of wisdom and brotherly love that 
shall exalt the cause above every other com 

sideration, and determined that, in every 
choice of the convention, whether in candi- 
date, official or platform, we will be dictated 
solely by supreme devotion to the cause. 

It will hardly fail to suggest itself also to 

every loyal Prohibitionist that the national 
commitee ought to be enabled to come up to 
this convention on a strong financial footing. 
We realize that the months just past have 
been months of money panifc, that many a 

man has found an unaccustomed stringency 
in his affairs. We realize, too, that many 
Prohibitionists have had heavy claims upon 
them for local and other lines of Prohibition 
work, but it seems to us that there are spe- 
cial reasons why every possible contribution 
should be made, every possible pledge paid to 
the national committee before the national 
convention meets. 

And finally, let us suggest that the near 

approach of this convention ought to re- 

double activity in Prohibition party work 
along every line. If your maximum of effort 
up to the present time has been—let us say, 
fifty percent, double it now. In the three 
weeks that intervene before the sitting of the 
convention let. us hold more meetings, make 
more speeches, secure more pledge-signers 
and find more new readers for Prohibition 
papers than ever before in a like period of 
the party’s history. 

THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION 
The man who is satisfied with the kind of 

government which has been administered in 
the United States during recent years, per- 
haps has every reason to be perfectly satis- 
fied Avith the nominations made and the plat- 
form adopted by the Republicans in their 
national convention in Chicago last Aveek. 
True, to a sensitive mind it may have been 
slightly unpleasant to find the platform 
praising Mr. Roosevelt in such unstinted 
and almost hyperbolical terms, and to know 
that that platform, if not dictated by Mr. 
Roosevelt himself, verbatim et literatim, 
Avas at least prepared under his personal su- 

pervision. It might, too, have annoyed a 

man of high moral ideas to see the notorious 
“Boss” Cox, over Avhose elimination from 
politics such rejoicing was heard only a few 
short months ago, again in the saddle and 
in apparent control of the Ohio delegation, 
and a delegate of moral and religious charac- 
ter could hardly fail to be shocked at the 
abundant patronage which the saloons of 
Chicago, and even Chicago’s viler resorts, re- 

ceived from the representatives of the party 
of “great moral ideas.” 

But all this, from the standpoint of a poli- 

tician in touch with the ideas that have con- 
trolled in Washington during the past twelve 
years, might be regarded as the small dust 
of the balance. '— 

Yet, thank God, there are some citizens in 
this country—and their number increases 
hourly—who do not look upon things from 
the standpoint of official Washington, and 
these, although many of them count them- 
selves as members of the party that held its 
convention in Chicago last week, can hardly 
be blamed for feeling deep dissatisfaction 
with the outcome of that great occasion. 
More than any disgust that may be felt over 

an exhibition of enormous self-conceit, more 

than any resentment toward a machine-made 

platform and a machine-chosen candidate, 
forced, willy nilly, down the party’s throat, 
with perhaps the most brutal exhibition of 
machine rule ever given, the absolute ignor- 
ing of the greatest moral issue of the age by 
the convention of a party that professes to be 
the representative of the moral in politics, 
must make a profound impression upon the 
honest citizen. 

As never before in American history peo- 
ple are aroused over the infamy of the drink 
traffic. The demand for a settlement of the 

problem that it presents in politics is as 

widespread as the nation. The voice of the 

people has spoken upon the subject wherever 
there has been the faintest opportunity to be 
heard; and the administration that has sat 

silent in Washington and has refused the aid 
that could have been given the movement in 
federal lawmaking now has the assurance to 
rise before the moral people of America and 
declare itself the very height of the moral 
ideal in politics and demand its own perpet- 
uation in power upon a platform that gives 
to the political question that stands supreme 
in the minds of at least fifty million loyal 
Americans exactly the same consideration 
that it gives to the idea of discovering the 
north pole. 

One does not need to prove a bad character 
for the nominees of that great convention; 
one does not need to “muck rake” its pro- 
ceedings ; one does not need to prove its plat- 
form antagonistic to the progress of the day; 
in the fact that it has chosen candidates ac- 

ceptable to the liquor interest, in the fact 
that in this supreme hour of American his- 

tory it ignores the greatest moral and polit- 
ical issue—in that fact it stands proved that 
the Republican party cannot serve as the 
governmental agency of a man who believes 
in clean politics and moral progress in gov- 
ernment and that it has no claim upon the 
ballot of any such man. 

THE CENTENNIAL CONGRESS 
The World's Centennial Temperance Congress, 

which has just been held in Saratoga, must not 

by any means be measured by its attendance ox 

by the amount of attention which it has attracted 
in the public press. 

There were, indeed, many people present at its 
meetings and a reasonable amount of space was 

accorded it in the press dispatches, but it has a 

significance and importance far greater than that 


