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It will be impossible in the brief 
space of time allotted for this discus- 
sion to measure out anything like even 
handed justice to the men and women 
who were the pioneers in temperance 
and Prohibition journalism in this coun- 

try. Many of these men and women 
deserve to have volumes written in their 
praise, for they were the men and wo- 
men who laid deep‘and strong the very 
foundation stones of this great reform. 
Many of them did this too at very great 
sacrifice, and very often at the risk of 
their lives. 

The writer of this paper was not one 
of the first to enter this field. Years 
before he founded the old -Lever in the 
city of Grand Rapids, Michigan, others 
were in the field and doing valiant ser- 
vice for the cause. 

'A*lipng the very first to take up the 
work of Prohibition journalism was the 
Rev. John Russell, now known in all 
parts of the country as the “father of 
the Prohibition party.” In 1864 he be- 
gan the publication of the Peninsular 
Herald in the city of Romeo, Mich., 
where he happened to be located at the 
time as the pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. In 1866 he removed 
the paper to Detroit where he continued 
to edit and publish it for about nine 
years. Later his son, Mr. Chas. Rus- 
sell, became the editor and publisher of 
the paper. The Peninsular Herald was 

undoubtedly the very first paper pub- 
lished anywhere to advocate unreserv- 

edly the organization of the national 
Prohibition party. It was a thirty-two 
column naper, pages 19 by 26 inches, 
and every stickfull of the matter which 
went into it was set up in its own office. 

The Northern Independent, published 
at Auburn, N. Y., by the Rev. Wm. 
Hosmer, was the first paper of any con- 
siderable strength which came to the 
help ol the Herald. 

A little later in the history of the 
movement numerous papers sprang into 
existence, and did good service for the 
cause. Among these was the Delaware 
Signal, published at Delaware, Ohio, by 
Thomas Evans jr. The Signal was one 
of the most outspoken and fearless pa- 
pers in defense of the right ever printed 
anywhere. The spirit which ran through 
it was not not unlike the spirit which 
actuated Wm. Lloyd Garrison, when he 
said in the first number of the Libera- 
tor, “I will be as harsh as truth, and 
as uncompromising as Justice. On this 
subject I do not wish to think or speak 
or write with moderation. I will not 
excuse; I will not retreat a single inch 
and I will be heard. The apathy of the 
pSfipk-rs enough to make every statue 
leap from its pedestal, and to hasten the 
resurrection of the dead. Posterity will 
bear testimony that I was right.” 

The Review of Minneapolis was pub- 
lished for years by Mr. L. Bixby of that 
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city, and who doubts that the splendid 
work now being done in Minnesota is 
more or less traceable to the influence 
of that paper. 

The XVI Amendment was published 
in the city of Buffalo for years and did 
splendid service for the cause. 

The New_ Era of Springfield, Ohio, 
was for a time the most successful and 
widely circulated paper in the Prohibi- 
tion party movement. It was well edited 
and very creditable in its typographical 
appearance and during all of its earlier 
history always had the ring of true 
metal in all of its utterances. 

The Patriot Phalanx of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, under various names has al- 
ways done most excellent service for 
the cause. Its veteran editor has seen 
many long years of service, and does 
not even yet seem to grow weary in 
his well doing. Many other papers be- 
longing to the earlier stages of the 
movement there are, or have been which 
deserve tavorable mention. 

The old Lever, of which the writer 
was the editor and publisher for about 
eleven years, came into existence on 

April 20, 1878, in the city of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. At about this time 
the Reynolds “Red Ribbon” movement 
was sweeping over Michigan like a 

prairie fire, and from all parts of the 
state the demand was coming up for a 

paper which would stand for the home 
as against the saloon. Believing that I 
could give to the cause a paper which 
would do the cause good I quietly 
dropped out of the ministry, removed to 
Grand Rapids, and with only one six 
months’ subscription paid in advance 
sent out to the world the first number 
of The Lever. The paper was very 
warmly received from its very first is- 
sue. In less than three years it had a 
bonafide circulation of 10,000 copies in 
Michigan alone. Thinking men and wo- 
men had rallied round me, as they had 
never rallied around a paper before, so 
far as I knew. As I am more familiar 
with the early history of my own paper 
than any other, I will beg indulgence 
which I recount some of this history. 

I had not been in the paper work very 
long hefore I began to see very plainly 
that the moral suasion of the Reynolds 
Red Ribbon movement was entirely in- 
adequate to cure the evils which were 

coming thick and fast out of the saloon. 
The satanic influences of the saloon 
were thrown around the men who were 

trying to reform with such skill and 
evident purpose that they fell almost 
in spite of themselves so that very soon 

nothing was left of this Red Ribbon 
club more than a mere name. They 
seemed to vanish away as the morning 
dew vanishes before the rising sun of 
a warm summer day. I was compelled 
therefore to take higher ground almost 
before I had got well started with the 
paper. 

At about this time an effort was be- 
ing organized in Michigan to induce the 
Republican party which was very 
largely in the ascendency in the state, 
to submit a constitutional amendment 
to the people of the state, for their 
adoption or rejection at the polls. Up 
to this time I had always acted with the 
Republican party and believed it to 
be the real temperance party of the 
country. I could see no good reason 

why the party should not make “sub- 
mission” one of the planks of its plat- 
form, and I therefore championed the 
movement to the very best of my ability, 
through The Lever. So vigorously was 
this idea pushed by the paper, and the 
leading workers of the state that, when 
the party convention came, an un- 

equivocal declaration was made in favor 
of it. This put the party in a dilemma 
which led to a fight which landed The 
Lever and many of its friends in the 
Prohibition party. 

Mr. David H. Jerome had been the 
Republican governor of the state for the 
preceding two years. During the agita- 

tion of the question which had been 
going on during the entire two years of 
his term as governor, Mr. Jerome had 
very unwisely, yet very persistently op- 
posed the amendment idea. What did 
the party do but select this anti-amend- 
ment Jerome to stand on its pro- 
amendment plajform, and go into the 
campaign in that way. 

The Lever took the position that the 
Republican party was either insincere in 
putting submission into its platform, or 
dishonest in selecting an anti-submission 
candidate to stand on that platform. 
The paper therefore led the submission 
forces in a very vigorous fight against 
the head of the ticket. The outcome 
was what might have been expected. 
When the campaign closed Mr. Jerome 
found himself very badly defeated; 
while every other candidate on the 
ticket was elected by a very handsome 
majority. 

The storm which let loose its pent-up 
fury on The Lever and its editor, after 
this campaign closed, was really re- 
markable for its intensity and bitter- 
ness. Almost any number of men, and 
women too, who had been in the very 
forefront in the battle for submission 
during the preceding two years now be- 
came as bitter as gall against The Lever 
and against all who stood with it for 
downright honesty in dealing with the 
question. Pictures of jails, jibbets, 
hangman’s ropes, skulls, crossbones, and 
other suchlike interesting things came 

through the mails to The Lever office in 
great numbers. Some of them even 
came from preachers of the everlasting 
Gospel of “peace on earth, good will to 
men.’’ 

When this storm had in part sub- 
sided and the atmosphere had cleared 
up a little, I began to see that the paper 
must still take higher ground if any- 
thing substantial was ever to be accom- 

plished toward the final overthrow of 
the American saloon. I therefore 
turned to the Prohibition party and 
said, “We will fight it out on this line 
if it takes a lifetime.” 

At this time The Lever was located 
in Detroit, whither it had been moved 
from Grand Rapids for the sake of the 
wider field. Already the paper had at- 
tracted much attention from beyontj the 
boundary lines of the state within which 
it was published, and during the winter 
which followed, Mr. John B Finch came 
to Detroit and suggested taking the 
paper to Chicago and making it the 
head of the party movement in the na- 
tion. By a little effort, an arrangement 
was made to absorb the Liberator which 
was then being published in Chicago, 
and in March, 1884, The Lever packed 
up its belongings, and during a single 
night removed to the Windy City of 
the Great Northwest. The paper lo- 
cated at 87 Washington street, precisely 
the location selected by The National 
Prohibitionist twenty-five years later. 
The national headquarters were located 
in the same building. 

Up to this time the Prohibition party 
had not made very much of a stir in the 
policies of the country, while it had 
been in the field with national candi- 
dates for three campaigns, it had so far 
polled only about ten thousand votes, 
in the whole country, and the old par- 
ties had not yet learned to worry very 
much about what it did or did not do. 
Plans were at once laid however, to 
give the party a boom. 

At about this time Miss Frances E. 
Willard who was then a Republican 
conceived the idea of petitioning the 
old parties to put some sort of a tem- 
perance plank into their platforms. She 
accordingly drew up a carefully worded 
memorial which called upon these par- 
ties to declare in their respective plat- 
forms in favor of the homes and against 
the saloons. This was duly signed by 
the national officers of the organization, 
and by them in a body presented to the 
several platform committees. The me- 
morial was treated with silent con- 

tempt by both the Republican and Dem- 
ocratic platform committees. By the 
Republican committee it was treated 
with a little worse than contempt. 

After the adjournment of the commit- 
tee it was found on the floor of the 
committee room foul with tobacco spital 
and other filth. In this condition it was 

picked up by some thoughtful person 
and delivered over to the Chicago His- 
torical Society for preservation. 

The Prohibition party convention of 
that year had purposely been postponed 
till after the old party conventions had 
been held. The main object in the post- 
ponement was to know what the old 
parties would do with the Willard me- 
morial. When this memorial was ig- 
nored the way it was the last link that 
held Miss Willard, John P. St. John, 
and a host of others like them to the 
Republican party had been severed, and 
the way was cleared for the hottest 
Prohibition fight that had ever been 
known in this country. From one end 
of the land to the other the people were 
stirred as they had never been stirred 
before. When the end of the struggle 
came and when the votes had been 
counted it was found that Mr. Blaine 
had been elected to remain at home 
and Cleveland to go to the White 
House, not because the people loved 
Blaine less, and Cleveland more, but 
because they loved their homes more 
than they did either of the old par- 
ties with the American saloon thrown 
in. 

The Lever played a very important 
part in that most remarkable campaign. 
That was admitted by everybody. It 
was even admitted by the politicians of 
the country who, after the campaign 
closed, amused themselves for a time 
by using the United States mails to re- 
mind The Lever editor of skulls, cross- 
bones, and the like. Since that time the 
battle for Prohibition has been on in 
this country in dead earnest, and doubt- 
less will stay on till the last American 
saloon has closed its doors forever. 

The battle which The Lever fought 
for the cause during that campaign was 
alike in kind and quality with the bat- 
tle which every other Prohibition paper 
in the country fought. I only note the 
case of The Lever because I was be- 
hind the scenes and know more of the 
details than it was possible for me to 
know in the case of any other paper. 

The men and women who were early 
in the field of temperance and Phohibi- 
tion journalism were of necessity made 
of sterling stuff. They were men who 
had convictions, and who had the cour- 
age to stand by them. Though they 
were years in advance of public senti- 
ment thev dared to stand alone, even 
while those for whom they toiled 
hurled at them contumely, scorn and 

FAMILY OF FIVE. 

All Drank Coffee from Infancy. 
It is a common thing in this country 

to see whole families growing up with 
nervous systems weakened by coffee 
drinking. 

That is because many parents do not 
realize that coffee contains a drug—caf- 
feine—which causes the trouble. 

“There are five children in my fam- 
ily,” writers an Iowa mother, “all of 
whom drank coffee from infancy up to 
two years ago. 

“My husband and I had heart trouble 
and were advised to quit coffee. We 
did so and began to use Postum. We 
now are doing without medicine and 
are entirely relieved of heart trouble. 

(Caffeine causes heart trouble when 
continually used as in coffee drinking.) 

“Our eleven-year-old boy had a weak 
digestion from birth, and yet always 
craved and was givjn coffee. When we 
changed to Postum he liked it and we 
gave him all he wanted. He has been 
restored to health by Postum and still 
likes it. 

“Long live the discoverer of Postum!” 
Name Given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read “The road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. “There’s a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


