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EXCURSION TO 

Columbus, Ohio 
Via 

PENNSYLVANIA LINES 
Account of the 

Prohibition National 
Convention 

Tickets sold July 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th 
and 14th, good returning until July 24th. 

Fare from Chicago $10.50 for the 
'round trip. 

Special train leaves Chicago 9:45 
p. m., July 13th, and 10:00 a. m., July 
14th. 

Excellent service returning. 
For full information address 

C. L. KIMBALL, A. G. P. A., 
No. 2 Sherman St., Chicago, 111. 

Prohibition Sheet 
Music 

Written and Sung by Alvin M. Thatcher, 
the Celebrated Singer 

Three Great Songs 
"Be True to Our Flag,” 25c 
"On the Firing Line,’7 20c 
"Help Us Rescue Our Boys,” 20c 

The three songs will be sent to any ad- 
dress for 50 cents. Address 

The National Prohibitionist 
87 WesKlntfton’St. CHICAGO 

A COMEDY OF ERRORS 
BY MAJOR JAMES A. DOUGLAS 

It is hardly remarkable, in view of 
the fact that all sorts and conditions of 
"literary people” have been drafted into j 
service to write articles about the \ 
"Prohibition wave,” that we should 
have some curious and wdnderful in- 
formation thrust upon us from the 
pages of periodicals, the editors of 
which a year ago had never dreamed 
of the Prohibition movement. It lias 
remained, however, for the Broadway 
Magazine, in its article, “The Greatest 
Problem Since Slavery,” written by 
Carrington A. Phelps, to achieve the 
heights of the erroneous. Perhaps it 
ought to be said for Mr. Phelps that 
the matter that he puts before the pub- 
lic bears all the earmarks of having 
been obtained in a certain office located 
exactly between 108 and 112 East One 
Hundred Twenty-fifth street, New 
York, and he is probably not to blame 
for the total of errors that his article 
contains. 

With a grim accidental humor the 
article is prefaced by an editorial note 
which announces that “This article 
gives for the first time, all the tremen- 
dous facts of the case in panoramic 
detail.” 

It must strike the most prejudiced 
reader as a highly remarkable thing 
that in the eight pages of his article, 
Mr. Phelps never once mentions the 
Prohibition party, and that the names 
of only two people ever connected with 
the Prohibition party appear, Frances 
Willard and Neal Dow. Even when the 
election of Mr. Dan R. Sheen to the 
Illinois legislature from the whisky 
city of Peoria, is mentioned, Mr. 
Sheen’s name is suppressed and the in- 
cident is distorted as the election of “an 
Anti-Saloon League man.” 

To note the numerous errors in de- 
tail would be impossible within the 
scope of this article, but a few of the 
more glaring may be pointed out. On 
page two hundred eighty-seven, talking 
about what Mr. Phelps calls “the 
drunken period of American history,” 
he says: 

“Everybody drank. The annual consumption 
of malt and alcoholic liquors was fifty quarts 
to the family, or about double what it is 
now.” 

If Mr. Phelps had indulged in the un- 
usual exercise of “reading up” on his 
subject before writing his article, he 
would have discovered that the present 
per capita consumption of liquor in the 
United States is 23.53 gallons. Accord- 
ing to the last census the average 
American private family contains 4.6 
persons. This gives a per family con- 

sumption of 108.238 gallons per annum, 
or a minute fraction less than 433 
quarts. Further than this, if Mr. Phelps 
had consulted the United States Sta- 
tistical Abstract he would have dis- 
covered that never in the history of the 
country was the per capita liquor con- 

sumption so great as it was during the 
latest fiscal year, and that in 1840, which 
is supposed to lie in the depths of the 
“drunken period,” the total per capita 
consumption of all kinds of liquors was 

only 4.19 gallons. 
Upon the same page Mr. Phelps 

perpetrates a slander upon the memory 
of Dr. Billy J. Clark. He says: 

“Along in 1808 a New Yorker, named 
Clark, persuaded some forty friends to eschew 
liquor and confine their attentions to beer 
alone.’’ 

However, one could hardly expect an 
amateur of Mr. Phelps’ caliber to know 
that beer, in the sense in which we 
understand the term todav, was prac- 
tically unknown in the farming com- 

munity where Dr. Clark formed the 
first temperance society, and that the 
chief reason for its omission from the 
pledge was the fact that it was not in 
common sale nor a common drink for 
intoxication, and that the only appear- 
ance of anything bearing the name 
“beer” was in the home-made brews 
of the housewives of the neighborhood. 

On page two hundred and eighty- 

eight, speaking of the work of the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, 
Mr. Phelps says: 

“One of the greatest weapons employed by 
the VV. C. T. U. was the introduction of 
‘effects of alcohol’ literature into the school- 
books. Most of this literature was exagger- 
ated and so much of it not founded on scien- 
tific fact that some ten years ago it was 

investigated and corrected by a committee of 
fifty, appointed largely through the efforts of 
temperance leaders.” 

It is hardly worth while at this late 
date to point out in detail Mr. Phelps’ 
mistakes in this matter. In no essen- 
tial particular was the school literature 
endorsed by the W. C. T. U. ever found 
to be exaggerated or inaccurate. The 
investigation by the “Committee of 
Fifty” was not an investigation but a 
hostile attack from pro-liquor interests, 
the “Committee of Fifty” being an or- 

ganization, not appointed by temperance 
leaders but self-appointed from among 
drinking men hostile to the Prohibition 
idea. Nor were the text-books in ques- 
tion ever “corrected” by those critics. 

On the first page of his article, page 
two hundred eighty-five of the maga- 
zine, Mr. Phelps represents Ohio as 

haviffg seventy counties voting “dry.” 
In point of fact, not a single county has 
yet voted at all under Ohio’s county 
option law, though a very few counties 
have probably now voted out the saloon 
in all their townships. 

In the same paragraph North Caro- 
lina is represented as “likely to go ‘dry’ 
within a year,” when at the time when 
the article was written a campaign was 
on in North Carolina, culminating in an 
election on the twenty-sixth of May. 

Again speaking of New York, Mr. 
Phelps says: 

“Out of nine hundred and thirty-three New 
York townships the Anti-Saloonists have made 
three hundred and twenty-four dry.” 

Probably Mr. Phelps did not know 
that New York had that many “dry” 
townships before the Anti-Saloon 
League was organized in the state. 

New York, June 13. 

THE 

NATIONAL PROHIBITIONIST 

A Veteran Worker Gives Generous 
Praise to This Paper’s Efforts 

Editor of The National Prohibi- 
tionist: I see in The National Prohi- 
bitionist a most valuable tool for build- 
ing our movement into organic form. I 

have had much experience in Prohibi- 
tion newspaper work. When I ran a 
local paper it was almost a triumph if 
I could get hold each month of a half- 
dozen original items of Prohibition 
news. Your facilities are such that you 
get scores, if not hundreds, of such orig- 
inal news items every week. 

I profit by The National Prohibition- 
ist, because I see in its columns a re- 
sume of Prohibition progress over the 
entire field. Its statistics are strong. 
All in all, it makes me a better in- 

formed man. 

Again, 1 profit by it because it keeps 
me close to the course of pure principle. 
It "sails by the stars." Its wise edi- 
torials keep me from drifting. Its de- 
mand for "Prohibition backed by a Pro- 
hibition party” seems to me to be funda- 
mental. It speaks a logic which needs 
no apology. It has an aim. It seeks 
to get somewhere. It has no need to 
trim or veer with every whim of pub 
lie sentiment. It holds that true princi- 
ple is the advance, agent ox sentiment. 
It illustrates that a compass is a better 
guide than a weathercock. Such teach- 
ing is good for me. 

Comparing The National Prohibition- 
ist with other journals, I see points 
of superiority in it. The religious 
papers, having a larger constituency, 
are usually double the price, and yet 
the journalistic enterprise and news- 

gathering qualities are overwhelmingly 
with you. Even take The Commoner, 
in which Mr. Bryan appeals to an enor- 
mous constituency, its paper-stock is 
coarse and cheap, but its regular price 
is $1 per year, while your special offer 
gives frequent opportunities for rates 
below that price. 

For forty years Prohibitionists ha.vt 
worked on constructive lines, building 
up a platform ability, a propaganda of 
organization, and a literature. I regard 
The National Prohibitionist as the 
flower and fruitage of all this work, anc 
I for one, am proud of such a journa 
to speak my views. 

A. R. Heath. 
Chicago, June 16, 1908. : 

WHAT DID THEY SAY? 
Editor of The National Prohibition 

ist:—Here is what the Republican plat 
form declares on the great temperanct 
question: 

“What does a man love more than life; 
Hate more than death or mortal strife; 
That which contented men desire; 
The poor possess, the rich require; 
Tl*e miser spends, the spendthrift saves, 
And all men carry to their graves ?” 
Ask a Republican if he can guess it. 

H. F. Dittmann. 
Philadelphia, June 24. 

Don’t Buy Any Fence at Any Price 
until you get my "Leader Fence Book” and learn how to secure the cheap- 
est and best all-wire held and yard fence made. Pay no royalty to trusts 
or factory combinations. I challenge any and all fence makers to equal 
the "Leader Fence” in strength, durability and price. 

I make the Leader Fence in the most economically run fence factory in 
this country, of the very best galvanized steel wire, and sell it direct to 
you at world-beating prices. Or, I will sell you the wire and all materials 
at wholesale prices and furnish you the Perfection Fence Machine, with 
which you can build the fence right on the posts at home. I am the 
All-Round Leader Fence Man. Write today for my FREE fence book. 

H. L. FAHRNEY. MANAGER. 
LEADER FENCE CO., Dept. 998, ST. CHARLES, ILL. 
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hlgh-claaa nickel silver ware, 
guaranteed never to tarn lab ! 
paid $10.00 for a set of silver 
could not surpass these goods,. 
for appearance or wear. W« 
replace them any time within 1 
if unsatisfactory. Ton can n 
silver setFBBB. 1 

Sell 34 of our Iris, —Spar t 
and Swastika Luck Cross Hat P 
10c each. Send ua the $2.40 ai 

14-piece silver aet is yours FBI 
The Pins are new and very a 

tive. They can hardly pass a 

Plan to secure a 20-piece set 
tO-piece Dinner aet without eif 

Write to ua now. We will 
pins prepaid. 
i Roger Morris Co., 

D«Vts 108 
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