
THE LINCOLN CHAUTAQUAS 
Story of Illinois* Novel Method of Prohibition Propaganda — The Tale of Wilson's Big Tents in the 

Prairie State 

“Say, kids, there is a circus cornin’ to 
town,” exclaimed a boy in Mt. Sterling, 
111., the other day, as bedraggled wagons 
loaded with show paraphernalia rolled 
into town after a long drive across the 
country. On top of one outfit was a 

man, who might have been the star 
performer, clown or bareback rider— 
that breezy, western cowboy, “Clint” 
Marston, one of the smoothest fellows 
that ever traveled the road. 

“Nah, tain’t neither,” said another kid, 
"that’s the Chetakway coinin’ in. Why 
don't you read the hig red posters that 
tells yell all about it?” 

It ivas the Chautauqua with canvas, 
poles, guyropes, flags and banners with 
a good bit of show baggage. They had 
driven across the hills, forded the 
streams to reach little Brown county. 
This was done to avoid excessive ex- 

press charges that the Burlington road 
wanted to squeeze out of the Chautauqua 
managers. Since the twelfth of May, 
these five outfits have been moving every 
Monday to conquer five new towns. 
This is the third season. 

While the management is under the 
Prohibition state committee and the 
watchful eye of State Chairman Alonzo 
E. Wilson, the title, “The Lincoln Tem- 
perance Chautauquas” is catchy and 
popular, being a broad invitation to all 
forces to unite and combine in an effort 
to uplift the people along anti-liquor 
lines. The success has been marvelous, 
notwithstanding strong political opposi- 
tion and many unforeseen obstacles. In 
the line of competition there has been 
the street fair, the carnival, summer 

theaters, bad vaudeville shows, Sunday 
baseball and the low grade circus. After 
a hard fight, many of these have been 
driven from the field and the Lincoln 
Temperance Chautauqua comes off more 

than conqueror. It is the remarkable 
fact that the street fair has been badly 
crippled and the people have been get- 
ting a tremendous uplift through the in- 
fluence of these Prohibition shows. 

'file Lincoln Temperance Chautauqua 
is not a circus, it is not a theater, it is 
not a religious meeting, but it combines 
all of the good qualities of these and 
gives the people a line of entertainment 
that is marvelous because of its low 
price and high quality. 

Wnile the street fair has been prac- 
tically ruined and driven out of business 
in Illinois, the carnival is the newest 
innovation, but merchants who have be- 
come interested in both, have voted first 
prize to the Chautauqua for drawing 
power and bringing business to the 
town. The attendance has exceeded the 
most sanguine expectations, and in many 
of the towns farmers have left their 
fields and people have driven for fifteen 
and twenty miles every day to attend 
this novel show which has for its chief 
aim the indoctrinating of the people 
with the Prohibition idea and everlast- 
ing antagonism to the liquor traffic. 

Men atid women of all denominations 
and political affiliations, including the 
merchants on the square, get into the 
Chautauqua bandwagon to make it “the 
biggest thing yet.” Old party men often 

| work harder than party Prohibitionists 
in selling season tickets and making the 

j affair a success. That all are pleased is 
evidenced by the many committee reports 
sent in from each town after the closing 
session. The newspapers almost uni- 
versally commend the plan and say good 
things about the Lincoln Temperance 
Chautauqua. More than 400,000 people 
have attended the Chautauquas thus far 
and by the end of the season the attend- 
ance will exceed a half-million in the 
120 towns visited this year. 

season will exceed $40,000. Of this 
amount, $12,000 will have been turned 
over to local committees for their 
share of the expenses and to conduct 
their local work. It is likely that a 

good, big half of all of this money is 
contributed by old party temperance 
men who approve of Prohibition agita- 
tion and like to see things doing along 
temperance lines, although, for various 
reasons, they may not vote the Prohibi- 
tion ticket. Some of these men who 
work on committees and sign Chau- 

The plan is original with Illinois and 
is conducted on the circuit idea. Five 
tents were pitched on May 12, in five 

contiguous counties in Southern Illi- 
nois. The opening session is Tuesday 
afternoon and the closing meeting, al- 

ways a union service of all the churches, 
comes Sunday night. The array of talent 
make the circuit during the week, 
changing every day except Sunday, tal- 
ent remaining over the Sabbath where 

they appear on Saturday. Each Chau- 
tauqua has a new program each day. 
Speakers give two lectures each day, 
afternoon and night, and the singers or 

entertainers help to fill out the pro- 

gram. More than half of the lectures 
are on Prohibition and the average is 
higher this year than heretofore. The 

big tent has a superintendent who is 
the general manager, business agent and 

platform man. An assistant h'',r,c fo 

watch the door receipts, look after the 

comfort of the talent and spread the ad- 
vertising matter. These canvas taber- 
nacles will hold a thousand chairs and 

1 more than once their capacity has been 
taxed and in one town it required two 
of these big tents to accommodate the 
people who came from all parts of the 
county to the assembly. 

The magnitude of the enterprise may 
be judged when it is considered that the 
cost of running these five Chautauquas 
is $225 per day. This may not seem 

much to some people, but when it is 
remembered that it is in the interest of 
reform work and the money has to be 
raised on that basis to some degree, it is 
no easy task. The total receipts for the 

tauqua contracts are circuit judges, mem- 

bers of the legislature, county officers, 
old party candidates for high office, yet 
at heart with the “dry” party in its cru- 

sade against drink. The beauty about 
the financial plan is that it is on a 

strictly cash basis. There are no pledges 
to collect at some future date with the 

subsequent loss for shrinkage and collec- 
tion. The single admission for each 
session is twenty-five cents, except on 

Sunday, when usually free will offerings 
are taken. Often on the Sabbath the 
collections reach $75 and sometimes ex- 

ceed $100. Season tickets, transferable, 
are $1.00. The people who contribute to 

the enterprise can make no complaint 
about the money being used elsewhere, 
for they see the work done in their 
town. 

Are there entertaining features? 
Yes. The Nevin Quartet is better than 

many college glee clubs. They put up 
an entertainment of readings, solos and 

quartet music that is easily worth a half- 
dollar, and much better than many city 
folk pay seventy-five cents and one dol- 
lar to hear. With them is John A. 
Nicholls, the dashing orator from Massa- 
chusetts. The Meneleys, with their or- 

gan chimes and marimbaphone, are bet- 
ter than a minstrel show and some liken 
them to the Hawthorne Club or Ideal 
Entertainers, who are supposed to be 
the best of their kind in lyceum work 
in Ohio. With the Meneleys is Dr. 
Vibbert, the old war-horse who is al- 
ways scholarly, cultured and high grade 
in his addresses. The Mezicks are fine 
religious singers with cultured voices. 

The Sutfins are always popular with 
their Prohibition and religious songs. 

Blain, the Good Templar veteran with 
his stereopticon entertainments never 

fails to please the young people and 
children who come in great crowds to 

his show. His associate has been Mrs. 
Florence D. Richards, of Ohio, who is 

a power for good on the platform. Now' 

he has Major Merwin, of Connecticut, 
who tells the favorite story of how he 

travelled with Abraham Lincoln making 
Prohibition speeches before the war. 

People sit almost breathless as they hear 

his testimony about the first American 

being against the liquor traffic. Frank 

Regan, one of America’s best cartoon- 

ists, entertains as well as instructs and 

makes hundreds of votes for the Prohi- 

bition party with his lecture on The 

Fool Taxpayer.” Hector, with his great 
war lecture, “The Battle of Shiloh,” has 

been a big attraction and now his place 
is taken by Miss Lillian Phelps, of Can- 

ada, who has in her repertoire a fine 

[ lecture, “Rome, the Eternal City.” 
Thus the program is full of many en- 

tertaining features which are added to 
1 
by the local committees who furnish 
band concerts and various additional 
numbers. The educational work is strong, 
total abstinence is not forgotten. The 

social evil is touched upon, and only 
eternity will reveal the number of girls 
down the state who have been savet^Jfc^— 
Mrs. Richards’ talks on the white slave 
traffic. The religious feature is promi- 
nent and people have actually been con 

verted in these Prohibition tent meet- 

ings. Why not, for this is political 
sanctification and brings out the highest 
type of practical Christian living by 
teaching men to show their Christian 
belief and life at the ballot box. The 

political features are not of the cam- 

paign stump order but are along lines 
to fit the occasion. No bitter denun 
ciation is heard, but in a kind way the 
truth is presented, appealing to the 
heart of Christian and patriotic men to 

support a political party that stands 
everywhere against the liquor traffic. 
This practical method of reaching the 
people with Prohibition party truth has 
won thousands of converts, has stimu- 
lated and encouraged veteran Prohibi- 
tionists and has popularized the Prohibi 
tion party movement in the Prairie 

I State. 

Chautauquas have been valuable in the 
local fights against the saloons and be- 
cause of these hundreds of meetings, 
many towns are now without the dram- 
shop. Superintendent Marston has been 
traveling since early May and in Octo- 
ber he was for the first time in a saloon 
town, which shows how well the Chau 
tauqua towns have been cleaned up. 
This is because most of these towns 
have had the Lincoln Temperance Chau- 
tauqua in previous years. Thousand^of 
homes have been brightened, wives and 
children made glad, drunkards reclaimed 
and Christian men given a clear con- 

science because of the Lincoln Temper- 
ance Chautauqua movement. And this 
is worth while to the state. 


