
STAGE OF THE DENVER AUDITORIUM WHILE THE W. C. T. U. WAS IN SESSION 

—By Courtesy of The Union Signal. 

NATIONAL W. C. T. U. CONVENTION 

Sketch of the Great Gathering of Temperance 
Women in Denver 

Thirty-fifth annual convention of the national 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union met in 
Denver on October 23 and continued in session 
until October 28. The National Prohibitionist, 
on account of the space required in the numbers 

immediately before and immediately after the 

election, found it impossible to present a report 
of the convention’s proceedings. The present 
article is not even an attempt at a report at this 
late day, but an effort to give some due and 

proper notice to the important event as a matter 

of history and to indicate the appreciation of 
Prohibitionists everywhere for the work of the 

great order. The Union Signal, the able organ 
of the W. C. T. U. movement, contains the fol- 

lowing stirring summary of the convention and 
its work: 

“The National Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union touched ‘high water mark’ in the organ- 
ization’s history at the thirty-fifth annual conven- 

tion, just closed. The note of victory sounded 
at Nashville, Tenn., one year ago, was caught 
up at Denver with greater enthusiasm and 
determination, for the rapidly whitening map of 
our country was the best possible evidence that 
we have wrought to some purpose. The year’s 
accomplishments, aside from the gain in Pro- 
hibition territory, include an unprecedented gain 
in membership—20,463 above all losses—an in- 
crease of more than $1,000 in the amount con- 

tributed to the Frances E. Willard Memorial 
Fund, and a balance of $8,597.69 in the treasury, 
with no ‘bills payable’. On matters of policy the 
convention was conspicuously harmonious. Two 
new officers— corresponding secretary and treas- 
urer—were elected; one new department, that of 

cooperation with missionary societies, was 

adopted; a College Y secretaryship was created; 

MRS. LILLIAN M. N. STEVENS 

National President of the W. C. T. U. 

Mrs. Stevens needs no introduction to the Prohibi- 

tionists of the United States who have known her as the 

head of the \V. C. T. U. ever since the death of Frances 

Willard. She is a native of Maine, born at Dover in that 

state, and in 1S74 assisted in organizing the W. C. T. U. 

in Maine. From 1877 she was president of the Union in 

her own state and vice-president of the national W. C. 

T. U. from 1894 until her election as president. 

two white ribbon missionaries to the Orient, 
Mrs. Katharine Lent Stevenson of Massachusetts 
and Miss Ruth Frances Davis of Wisconsin, 
and a missionary to Mexico, Mrs. Nelle Burger 
of Missouri, all under commission from the 
World’s W. C. T. U., were consecrated to this 
special service and bidden God-speed. Pians for 
the coming year provide for an extension of the 
work in many directions. The Convention 

_ 
of 

1909 was voted to Omaha, Neb. Atlantic City, 
N. J., Baltimore, Md., and Seattle, Wash., ex- 

tending the invitations for 1910.” 
The convention was held in Denver’s great 

Auditorium and opened on Friday morning, 
October 23, every national officer present, save 

the treasurer, Mrs. Harriet Brand, who laid down 
her life and work last July. Mrs. Frances 
Graham of New York led the music as the great 
convention sang “Coronation”, and then after 

reading the Crusade Psalm, the historic hymn of 
the Crusade, “Give to the Winds Thy Fears.” 
The Union Signal significantly remarks that the 
W. C. T. U. has no longer any fears to give 
to the winds. “The winds of heaven have scat- 

tered them long ago.” 
At the conclusion of the opening services and 

ceremonies the national president, Mrs. Lillian M. 
M. Stevens, delivered the president’s annual ad- 
dress, a document of much length, covering a 

wide scope and dealing with a great multitude 
of the important phases of the drink question 
and the Prohibition reform. On Friday afternoon 
Mrs. S. M. D. Fry presented the report of the 
corresponding secretary. Much to the regret of 

many workers Mrs. Fry leaves the active work 
of the W. C. T. U. in which she has been en- 

gaged so long, this year. 
During the afternoon of the first day Mrs. 

Beauchamp of Kentucky read to the convention 
the editorial which appeared in The National 
Prohibitionist of that week, and the convention 


