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Following quickly upon its overwhelming victory at the polls, the liquor trade during 
the past few days has given evidence of its reckless spirit in savage attacks upon two of 
the most prominent reform leaders of the nation. 

The cold-blooded assassination of former United States Senator Carmack at Nashville 
and the attempted murder of Prosecuting Attorney Heney at San Francisco by an exposed 
saloonkeeper, were both vivid flashlights showing the real villainy at the heart of the drink 
traffic. 

In this connection an incendiary editorial appearing in the Champion of Fair Play, 
Chicago, on Saturday last is rather startling. “The average temperance speaker,” declares 
the “Official Paper of the Liquor Trade of the West,” “is an anarchist at heart, and we can 

easily realize how he and his dupes would gloat over the destruction either by torch or the 
bomb of the property of those whom they imagine are their deadly enemies.” It would be 
easy to imagine this sort of fiery misrepresentation acting like a lighted match in a powder 
magazine in the hands of a saloon thug. 

Instead of success teaching prudence, the liquor traffic seems to have suddenly become 
intoxicated with its triumph and still more villainy may be expected. 

Meanwhile, the Prohibition forces of the nation should press forward with all their 
strength along the line of concrete local organization. 

Let us make the spring elections of 1909 the red letter goal of all our party endeavors 
for the next ninety days. 

The returns so far at hand are imperfect indications of what the total vote for Chafin 
and Watkins throughout the nation will be, but altogether, noting both the gains, as well 

►as- the losses in some sections, there is assurance that our party is stronger and has secured 
a larger following than ever before at the polls for its Presidential standard bearers. 

Out of all the unexpected fluctuations at the ballot-box this year, perhaps the most 
significant development which now appears is the utter rout an,d Waterloo which met the 
long-used fallacy of “non-partizan” endeavor against the drink traffic. 

Politicians and liquor leaders alike have apparently united in a concerted effort to 
strike down every prominent temperance and Prohibition leader remaining in the old par- 
ties. The staggering defeat of Governor Harris in Ohio, the similar failure of Governor 
Hanly’s friends in Indiana, the defeat of Judge Artinan and Judge Christian, in well- 
known Eepublican districts of the Hoosier State, the defeat of Congressman Hepburn in 

Iowa, the pronounced victory of Speaker Cannon in Illinois, despite all the opposition 
which was focussed upon him, and the many lesser defeats in local option contests in 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, Minnesota and other states, all unite to reveal the weakness and 

danger of the “non-partizan” method. 

The splendid stand made by the Prohibition party in the face of this vast expenditure 
of ill-advised “non-partizan” zeal for the temperance cause is emphatic proof of the 

strength and stability of our principles. 
The only hope for national Prohibition is through partizan political action. 
The “non-partizan” fallacy has proved a boomerang which the liquor men have been 

quick to seize upon to prolong their life and prevent union of the temperance and Prohi- 
bition forces. 

There can be no longer any doubt that the battle line is already drawn between the 
Prohibition party and the whisky forces alined with the dominant political organization 
behind President-Elect Taft. 

Almost daily more evidences of the disintegration of the old Democratic organization 
reach headquarters. 

We believe the hour is at hand when the brave, independent believers in Prohibition 
heretofore affiliated with the democracy will themselves question the expediency of longer 
remaining with that demoralized and moribund political institution. 

The sunrise of the new era in American politics can already be seen upon the horizon. 

Let us press forward and spread the good tidings to all the people. 
“ON TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN 1912.” 

THE ILLINOIS SITUATION 

Whisky Ring Wins the Legislature—Frauds 
Against Prohibition Candidates Clear 

[From the Illinois Headquarters Bulletin.] 
As far as can be ascertained at the present time 

the liquor men have secured a triumph in the 
election of the Illinois legislature. Of the one 

hundred fifty-three members of the lower house 

ninety-four were indorsed either before the pri- 
mary or before the election by the Illinois Liquor 
Dealers’ Association. Of these ninety-four, ten 

had also the indorsement of the Anti-Saloon 

League. Without counting these ten, the liquor 
men have a clear majority of seven in the house. 

This means undoubtedly that there will be no 

advance legislation by this legislature. It cer- 

tainly means that the county option feature of 

the local option bill cannot be passed. Some at- 

tempt may even be made to repeal the Sunday 
closing law and amendments may be proposed 
to the local option law that will weaken it. Look- 

ing at the election returns, the liquor men will 

say that public sentiment on the saloon question 
is suffering a reaction. This of course is not 

true, but looks to be true because of the elec- 

tion returns. Thousands of temperance men who 

ordinarily vote old party tickets, but who had 

decided to vote the Prohibition legislative ticket, 
were whipped into line at the last minute and 
thus helped the whisky men to gain their victory. 
Two weeks before election there was every indi- 
cation that the vigorous campaigns being waged 
by many Prohibition candidates for the legisla- 
ture would be successful. Never before in the 
history of the party had such a campaign been 

made, but during the last two weeks the pres- 
sure of party obligations was brought to bear 
upon temperance men in the old parties to such 
an extent that this year there was polled a larger 
straight vote than for many years in Illinois. 

The Prohibitionists polled a legislative vote 

from 50,000 to 75,000 larger than ever before. 
Three Prohibition candidates for the legislature 
who had previously been elected to that body 
secured more votes than they did when elected, 
and yet were far behind. 

Evidence is ample everywhere throughout the 
state that the Prohibition candidates for the leg- 
islature lost thousands of votes by fraudulent 
counting on the part of election officials. There 
is absolutely no doubt about this. From district 
after district reports have come to headquarters 
that where old party voters desired to cast their 
three votes for the Prohibition party candidate for 
representative, placing a cross in front of his name, 
this was usually counted but one for him and one 

vote for each of the candidates on the old party 
ticket. This is directly contrary to the law 
passed by the legislature stating how the votes 

should be counted, but in precinct after precinct 
throughout the state the election officials per- 
sisted in so counting the ballots. This was due 
in part to inadequate instructions which they had 
on the subject, and due in part to the influence 
of the old party precinct captains. 


