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THE ELECTION 

The slow process of official canvass makes 
it impossible to give any complete returns 
or reliable estimate concerning the vote for 
Chafin and Watkins. However, there is 
much ground for encouragement in com- 

parison with the first fragmentary returns 
that were received. It now appears that the 
loss in Indiana is not so serious as at first 
anticipated. The most reliable estimate 
places our vote in that state in excess of 
eighteen thousand. This means a net loss 
of about five thousand, due to the terrific 
efforts to secure support for the Republican 
candidate. In Illinois, wdiere four years ago 
the vote was in excess of thirty-four thou- 
sand, the canvass, so far as completed, indi- 
cates that we may expect about thirty thou- 
sand votes. The situation in Ohio has few 
grains of comfort. The Prohibitionists of 
that state seem to have been led away in 

very large numbers, and to have sacrificed 
both the state and the national ticket in their 
wild infatuation with local-optionism. 

Upon the other hand, from many parts 
of the country returns are in the highest 
degree encouraging. New York still shines 
as a splendid example of what fidelity and 

courage can do in the face of tremendous 
odds. Pennsylvania has handsomely in- 
creased her vote in spite of a local option 
craze. Michigan and Wisconsin send good 
reports from all parts. The news from Cali- 
fornia continues to be cheering. Colorado 
has doubled her votes and in the smaller 
states gain is almost universal. 

It still appears true, as we predicted last 
week, that the completion of the official count 
will show that the wiping out of the Prohi- 
bition party was the one item of the great 
politico-whisky plot which failed. Non-par- 
tizan movements were beaten and routed at 
almost every point, but the Prohibition party, 
in the face of such stress and strain as it 
never before experienced, stood fast and 
swelled the volume of its protest against the 
saloon and political wickedness in high 
places. 

THE TRAFFIC IN GIRLS 

The appalling revelations of the article by 
United States District Attorney Sims, found upon 
other pages of this paper, can hardly fail to pro- 
duce a profound sensation in the mind of every 

right-thinking citizen. Prohibitionists, who were 

first to raise the alarm against this evil, cannot 
otherwise than feel gratified that their assertions 
of its existence and of its wide spread and its 
serious menace receive such clear and convincing 
confirmation. 

For the purpose of awakening a sleeping public 
and rousing a dormant public conscience, the 
article by Mr. Sims is most excellent; but it fails, 
unfortunately, to point out numerous facts con- 

cerning the evil and numerous relations of the 
evil to other facts and conditions which are likely 
to be overlooked unless attention be called to 
them. 

Mr. Sims says nothing about the relation of the 
traffic in girls to the traffic in drink, but every 
student of the question knows that the two are 

intimately associated. At this point, perhaps, is 
the association most intimate—that the traffic in 
girls hides behind the corrupt political conditions 
which the traffic in drink has created and main- 
tains. There are other items of corelation. The 
saloon and the saloon dance hall are chief among 
the traps used by the slave trade. The slaver is, 
with probably no exceptions, the creature of and 
the graduate from the saloon and its school of 
morals. Intoxicating drink plays a foremost part 
as one of the agencies in the act of girl-stealing, 
and is one of the chief means by which the vic- 
tims are kept in subjection. 

Mr. Sims fails, too (and very naturally), to 

point out the guilty complicity of old party na- 

tional, state and municipal government with this 
terrible evil. The traffic in girls is an evil to be 
laid squarely at the door of the kind of govern- 
ment that the Democratic and Republican parties 
give us. Without official protection it could not 

exist for a day. 
True, the national government has aroused 

itself sufficiently to enact, and to make some at- 

tempts to enforce, legislation to prevent the inter- 
national traffic in girl slaves; and state govern- 
ments have materially improved their laws in 
many ways during the past three or four years; 
but the situation is still disgraceful—a blistering 
shame chargeable to the men who control the 
policies of the two great political parties. 

By no means the least of the criticisms to 
which the national government is open in the 
matter is the fact that in the city of Washington, 
under direct federal control, with the President 
of the United States as supreme as a czar, the 
slave markets are wide open. 

Any careful student of the question knows that 
in very large part the whole evil centers about 
the existence of the slave market. So long as 

enormous vice preserves, forbidden, indeed, by 
law, but sanctioned by the political policies of the 
parties in power, exist in all our great cities, 
movements like that which Mr. Sims has headed 
amount to very little. 

There are m the city of Chicago at the present 
moment dozens of slave pens from which slave 
girls of our own race, born among us, have been 
taken or escaped more than once, telling the most 

awful stories. Occasionally somebody has been 

punished. Recently two young men, for an of- 
fense infinitely worse than murder, were sent to 

prison from this city for terms of a few months. 
But these slave pens still stand open and the busi- 
ness of vice goes on in them. 

The slave markets and slave pens of Chicago 
and our other cities, which make the traffic in girls 
inevitable, exist, not only by the consent of the 
police chiefs and the mayors, but with their su- 

pervision and approval, and with the consent and 
approval of the “respectable” party leaders who 
create police chiefs and mayors. 

And our state governments look on with ap- 
proval and our national government looks on with 
approval, while more than fifty thousand girls are 

every year dragged to slavery worse than death. 
Mr. Sims' article is valuable and in many 

spects excellent, but so long as we fail to 
before the people these other facts we have failed 
to give the information that the people need. The 
public must be told that such terrible things as 

Mr. Sims describes can take place in Chicago 
because George Shippy is chief of police, and 
Fred A. Busse is mayor of Chicago and Charles 
Deneen is governor of Illinois, and Theodore 
Roosevelt is President of the United States, and 
they all, good men and bad men, are bound to- 

gether by a party policy that stands for the 
traffic in girls, just as it stands for the traffic in 
drink. 

NEW YORK'S SUCCESS 

Without intention to depreciate the splendid 
work done by Prohibition workers in all the 
states, The National Prohibitionist is moved to 
call particular attention to New York. Condi- 
tions in that state were probably more adverse 
than in any other state in the Union, and the 
process of disintegration which, only two years 
ago, dropped our vote to the lowest point that 
it had touched since 1884, augured poorly for the 
outcome. 

The spectacle that was presented in New York 
when even ministers of the Gospel, who had for 
years been Prohibitionists, took their stand along- 
side political corruptionists and brewery owners 

to reelect to -the governorship of the state an 

ex-liquor seller and a champion of “personal lib- 
erty,” was little less than appalling. 

But the Prohibition party comes out of the 
panic, not merely saving the day sufficiently to 
remain on the official ballot (which was about all 
some of the most sanguine hoped for) but actu^ 
ally increasing its vote, and bringing itself back 
to a better stand than it has occupied at any time 
since the “split” at Pittsburg. 

New York state workers have a right to feel 
proud and deserve the heartiest congratulations 
and thanks from the Prohibitionists of the whole 
nation. From State Chairman Pitts down to the 
humblest worker who “kept the faith” and did his 
best, they have played the man in man fashion 
and their fidelity and courage make one of the 
brightest spots on all the map. 

A MATTER FOR THINKING 
Elsewhere in this paper there will be found a 

press dispatch which professes to give a report 
of happenings and utterances at an Anti-Saloon 
League conference which took place in Des 
Moines last week. 

We are not aware of the existence of any facts 
which warrant the expressions attributed to the 
League leaders, but there do seem to us to be 
plenty of facts to warrant very close and careful 
thinking upon the part of the Prohibition party 
regarding the Anti-Saloon League. When the 
field is looked over it is easy to discover that 
people were prevented from voting the Prohibi- 
tion ticket, not by the liquor papers and their 
wild rantings, not by the old party press, which 
was largely impotent, but by the Anti-Saloon 
League, which left no stone unturned and no 

method untried to lead away Prohibitionists to the 
support of old party candidates, even when those 
candidates were the openly avowed enemies of 
the Prohibition movement and running with the 
most cordial endorsement of the liquor interests. 

Under great provocation, for many years, the 
Prohibition party has treated the League and its 
numerous attacks with uniform courtesy and 
moderation, and we ought to meet this situation 
very calmly and strive most earnestly to maintain 


