
the scope of the plan was enlarged and, besides acquiring the New Voice, the Home Defender was included in the 

combination, compelling the assumption of the heavy load of debt under which that paper was crushed. The total 

obligation largely exceeded the sum originally contemplated and bore down heavily upon the shoulders of those 
who carried the burden. 

The outcome has been that, while the paper itself has been self-sustaining from the first day of its existe 
it has been possible, through the generosity of friends of the cause, and the confidence of those who have been 

willing to take life subscriptions, to so largely reduce the total indebtedness that its ultimate extinction, once 

seemingly so remote, and, in the judgment of many, so improbable, now lies, if all of us continue to work together, 
within the possibilities of the near future. 

Of the editorial policy of this paper for the future comparatively little needs to be said. The National 

Prohibitionist will continue to be the advocate of the prohibition of the liquor traffic through state and national 

laws enacted and administered by the Prohibition party. It will continue to set forth the inefficacy of half-way 
and compromise measures of every manner and sort. In the future, even more than in the past, it will emphasize 
those important facts of political science and sound logic which demonstrate that the Prohibition party method 

is the only reasonable method of combating the drink evil. It will endeavor, with more earnestness than ever before, 
to guide and assist in the work of creating a real Prohibition party organization, of filling the lamentable gaps that 

at the present time exist in our party machinery and creating, where it does not exist and strengthening where it 

does exist, a real Prohibition party working force. 
Of the business policy of the paper it need only be said that it is our purpose to push strenuously forward 

in the course which has been laid out, to place this paper upon a solid foundation in order that it may do its work 

efficiently and thoroughly. It is purposed, too, to carry on a campaign to widen the paper’s influence, covering, 
every part of the country and constantly progressing toward the ideal long ago set up, of putting a Prohibition 

paper into the hands of enough of the American citizenship to make a real impression on the political thought and 

action ot the American people. 
Thousands who read these lines and rejoice in the success that they record, will instinctively inquire what 

part they can have in this work. In the pages which follow detailed answer will be given along several different 

lines Here we may point out only a few particulars: 
One of the most important items of assistance in the work that may be rendered by any subscriber is the 

prompt renewal of his own subscription. The importance of this and the necessity of the method of advance 

payment which has been adopted are emphasized elsewhere. 
Perhaps the most important word which we can say in this connection is this: If every reader who now 

knows that his or her subscription renewal is due, will start a payment for the same to the office of The National Pro- 

hibitionist within six hours after reading these lines, the echo of the act will be a cheer of victory all along the line, 
for The National Prohibitionist will take stronger hold upon its work and will swing forward with swifter, surer 

pace If in addition to this, every such reader will double his remittance and send, with his own renewal, a new 

subscription which he may secure from some of his neighbors, that act alone will go far toward achieving the-<" 
complete solution of our problems. 

In addition to this every reader is respectfully requested to notice what is said elsewhere m this papercon- 

cerning the life subscription proposition. It has in it great possibilities for the ad\ancement of our work. 

It is possible for practically every reader of this paper to take part in subscription-getting. While there 

are many who are enlisting with the promise to secure at least ten new subscribers, it lies within the power of all who are 

readers of this paper to have some part in the work. The securing of an average of one new subscriber by every 

reader will give The National Prohibitionist probably three times as large a subscription list as any Prohibition 

paper has had in the history of the party. 
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W^ith thanks to one and all, with the most sincere appreciation of kindly deeds and words from a multitude 

of comrades too great to be named, it is my privilege, in behalf of my faithful associates, to invite you to re- 

newed effort along the line of a far-reaching propaganda that shall win the attention, the respect and finally the 

support of the multitude of good citizens of this great nation for the Prohibition party. 

November 23, 1908. _p»~ia»n«._ 
THE PAPER IN PARTY WORK 

Relation of Subscription Getting to the Vital 

Item of Local Organization and 
Local Activity 

Prohibitionists should learn the lessons in prac- 

tical politics taught by the recent election. One 

of the most important and most evident lessons 

is the need for constant local activity. 
It must be admitted that public sentiment 

throughout the nation was never more favorable 

to the complete overthrow of the liquor traffic 

than now; yet the election returns appear to 

show that only a comparatively few more thou- 

sand men so declared themselves this year than 

four years ago. The Prohibition party never had 

better campaigners for its Presidential and Vice- 

Presidential candidates. There was an enthusi- 

asm that seemed to promise splendid results. But 

it is unfortunately true that the Prohibition party 
has not pushed its organization thoroughly into 

the townships and election precincts of the na- 

tion. 
We have learned that large and enthusiastic 

conventions and splendid candidates cannot alone 

carry an election. Salvation from the saloon sys- 

tem is not a mere matter of conventions, candi- 

dates and platforms, but of honest, earnest, en- 

thusiastic, and persistent local work by those 

who make themselves felt in their own communi- 

ties and who pay the price of victory in toil and 

sacrifice. 
The great need of the Prohibition party now 

is not so much national leadership as it is local 

leadership. The man who carries his own elec- 

tion precinct for the Prohibition party is greater 
than he who makes many speeches. 

The local leader should always adapt his plans 
to the immediate local needs, while never di- 

verging from the fundamental principle that gave 

birth to the party and has held it together for 

nearly forty years. But with all his various plans 

there is one line of work that is always in order 
and fits every local condition. 

It is important that the local worker shall 
not work alone. He needs and ought to have the 
active cooperation of every Prohibitionist, man 

and woman, in his community. Indeed, the local 
worker’s name should be Legion, for he should 
be many. 

This condition is perfectly attainable. The 

local leader should see to it that every man and 
woman in his community who professes adher- 
ence to the Prohibition party receives and reads 
The National Prohibitionist from week to week. 
It is more important that our own Prohibition- 
ists read their leading party paper than that those 
who are not Prohibitionists shall read it. It will 

put iron in their blood. 
If our own workers can be armed with the 

truths and arguments presented in The National 

Prohibitionist, they will double their working 
power in this reform. If all who now vote the 


