
THE TRAFFIC’S ATTITUDE 
The Champion of Fairplay, the organ 

of the retail liquor business in the city 
of Chicago, in a recent number pub- 
lishes an editorial which reveals in bold 
relief the present attitude of the liquor 
business. The situation is perhaps some- 

what serious, in view of the fact that in 
Chicago, at least, the liquor power is 
absolutely dominant in the municipal 
government. It controls the mayor, the 
police force, to a lamentable extent the 
courts and has just elected its choice to 

the office of state’s attorney—so that the 
"authorities” of whom the liquor paper 
speaks are the creatures of the saloon 
and as much under its domination as the 
very bartenders. As a result, if it 
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chooses to strike down its opponents, 
whether by lawless violence or through 
corrupt processes of the law, it has every 
opportunity for doing so, and the edi- 
torial gives unquestionable token of a 

disposition to so exercise its power. Of 
the allegations made in the editorial it 
is enough to say that they are thor- 
oughly ridiculous. That bomb-throwing 
in the gambler’s war in Chicago is any- 
thing that any enemy of the saloon has 
any part in, not even the most drunken 
liquor editor or paper in the city be- 
lieves. That any Prohibitionist or any- 
one inspired by Prohibition influences 
has committed incendiarism against the 
distilleries is equally untrue and the as- 

sertion is equally nonsense. The pre- 
tended quotation from a Prohibitionist 
is wholly unimportant and was probably 
never uttered by any Prohibition 
speaker. The editorial reads as follows: 

Chicago has been startled by over a 
score of the most daring attempts to 
blow up saloons with dynamite bombs. 
The police have the theory that it is 
the result of a gambler’s feud. 

As a matter of fact, there is very 
little gambling in Chicago [! ! !] and 
any feud that may have existed among 
the gambling fraternity in times gone 
by has long since died out. The cause 
of these outrages must be sought else- 
where. 
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“He helps 
twice 

who helps 
quickly.” 

Recently several disastrous fires 
have occurred in distilleries, both in 
Peoria and elsewhere, which have 
proved a deep mystery to the authori- 
ties. 

A fire destroyed a portion of the Woolner 

distillery at Peoria, and $125,000 worth of 
whisky was destroyed at Samuels’ distillery 
at Deatsville, Ky., both within the last week. 
A month ago $300,000 worth of whisky was 

destroyed at the Greenebaum distillery in 
Woodford county, Ky. There was no gam- 
bler’s fued connected with these. 

It is not a great while ago that a myste- 
rious fire took place at the Cook brewery of 
this city. All of these fires have been un- 

doubtedly of incendiary origin, and so far 
the authorities have been unable to solve 
the mystery or to capture the culprits. 

Now, who are the firebugs and bomb 
throwers? Is it not possible that some poor, 
weak-minded persons have been stirred up 
to commit these crimes by the wild ha- 
rangues delivered from Prohibition pulpits? 
Anyone who has listened to the unbridled 
tongues of the average Prohibition orator, 
whose audiences are chiefly made up of 
weak-minded persons, cannot but doubt the 
evil influences that they would have on their 
hearers. 

Just fancy a statement of this character, 
delivered by one of these ranting lecturers 
and imagine the effect it would have on 

some weak-minded enthusiast: “If the peo- 
ple of the United States fully realized the 
destruction by saloons of all that makes ex- 

istence worth having, if there was no other 
way of stopping the perpetrators from it, 
they would stand the saloonists up in ranks 

against dead walls and spatter their brains 
out with musketry.” 

Did ever Spies and Parsons utter such 
anarchistic words as these? Never. Yet it 
was claimed that milder language inflamed 
the mind of the bomb thrower to commit 
his crime, and Spies and Parsons were held 
to account and suffered the penalty of the 
law. 

The average temperance speaker is an 

anarchist at heart, and we can easily realize 
how he and his dupes would gloat over the 
destruction either by the torch or the bomb 
of the property of those whom they imagine 
are their deadly enemies. 

If Spies and Parsons were hanged for 
inciting others to commit crimes, what about 
our preachers and temperance orators whose 
unbridled tongues are let loose daily upon 
the liquor interests of this country in lan- 

guage similar to that quoted above if anyone 
within hearing should be detected in one of 
these outrages? 

It would be well for the authorities to 

seriously consider this theory when search- 

ing for the culprits of the bombs and torches 
that are now attacking the liquor interests of 
this country and watch the incendiary talk 
of men who do not profess to be Socialists 
and carry the reg flag, which the police seem 

to be so deadly afraid of, but under the 
cloak of religion preach hell and damnation 
to men engaged in a business which they 
think is wrong, but which has the sanction 
of both civil and divine law. 

PECK AND THE MAINE LAW 
The Transcript of Portland, Maine, 

comments upon the stories told by ex- 

Governor Peck of Wisconsin, concern- 

ing the failure of the prohibitory law 
in that state, in part as follows: 

He says, among other things in 
effect, that because we do not allow 
an open saloon in the state of Maine 
it prevents rich automobile parties 
from coming here. He says that the 
hotel business suffers because they 
do not sell rum. This is really laugh- 
able to any one who is acquainted 
with the facts, yet coming from the 

source it does, many might possibh, 
believe it. 

As a matter of fact, the hotels in 
Maine are doing a greater business 
this year than ever before in the his 
tory of the state. 

As to automobile parties, \v« do 
not inquire as to their wea'kTh or 
financial standing; vve do know,' how- 
ever, that they are pouring into the 
state, and we are welcoming them, 
and it is enough to say that they con- 
duct themselves as ladies and gentle 
men, pay their bills and go away. 

The governor further goes on to 

say that he was accosted by a pretty 
little girl, thirteen or fourteen years 
of age, who offered to conduct him 
to a place where he could get a drink, 
and says: “Now, what do you think 
of that?” 

If we had been the interviewer we 

would have told the ex-governor in 
the first place that we did not be- 
lieve it, and, assuming that it was 
true, we never would have mentioned 
it if we had been in his place, for fear 
there might be something in our 

make-up or attitude to lead the child 
to suspect that we needed a drink, 
and that the story sounds very much 
like a whisky advertisement. 

As we have stated in these col- 
umns before, we know the value of 
the present prohibitory law, regard- 
less of what its enemies, either in or 
out of the state, may say, and one 

thing is certain, that the open saloon 
does not flaunt her shame and dis- 
grace in the eyes of our young men 

CLEVER WIFE 

Knew How to Keep Peace in Family 
It is quite significant, the number of 

persons who get well of alarming heart 
trouble when they let up on coffee and 
use Postum as the beverage at meals. 

There is nothing surprising about it, 
however, because the harmful a limpid in coffee—caffeine—is not present in 

Postum, which is made of clean, hard 
wheat. 

“Two years ago I was having so 

much trouble with my heart,” write a 

lady in Washington, “that at times I 
felt quite alarmed. My husband took 
me to a specialist to have my heart 
examined. 

“The doctor said he could find no 

oreanic trouble, but said my heart was 

irritable from some food I had been 
accustomed to eat, and asked me to 
remember what disagreed with me. 

“I remembered that coffee always 
soured on my stomach and caused me 

trouble from palpitation of the heart. 
So I stopped coffee and began to use 

Postum. I have had no further trouble 
since. 

“A neighbor of ours, an old man, 
was so irritable from drinking coffee 
that his wife wanted him to drink 
Postum. This made him very angry, 
but his wife secured some Postum and 
made it carefully according to direc- 
tions. 

“He drank the Postum and did not 
know the difference, and is still using it 
to his lasting benefit. He tells his 
wife that the coffee is better than it 
used to be, so she smiles with him and 
keeps peace in the family by serving 
Postum instead of coffee.” “There’s a 

Reason.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle 

Creek, Mich. Read “The Road to 

Wellville,” in pkgs. 
Ever read the above letter? A new 

one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


