
The Progress of Civilization. 

An oration delivered before the Herder Lodge 
on the lWth inst. by Eli B. Felsenthal. 

In the domain of nature nothing hap- 
pens fortuitously, the motion of the 
heavenly bodies, the change of the sea 
sons, the ebb and flow of the tide are 

governed by laws fixed and immutable. 
While the laws which govern events in 
the political, the literary, the scientific 
and the religious history of the world 
cannot be laid down with equal preci- 
sion, a closer study of history will, nev- 

ertheless, disclose a regular law of de- 
velopment and progress. I believe that 
a general civilization pervades the hu- 
man race, and that it augments at every 
epoch, that there is a course for hu- 
manity to run—a destiny for it to ac- 

complish ; and the nations which have 
passed away have transmitted from age 
to age, something to their successors 
which is never lost, but which grows 
and continues as a common stock, and 
will thus be carried to the end of all 
things. Each day finds us in advance 
of the day before. We are continually 
growing wiser and better, and those who 
speak of the good old times when this 
or that evil was not, forget in the maze 

of the present the imperfections of the 
past. Nay, these are the good times, 
and they are becoming better every day. 
Thanks to the efforts of the great men 

who to-day guide and sway our thought 
and actions—thanks to the bold, brave 
men who fling aside venerable notions 
and falsehoods and in their stead give 
us living truths. 

1 said we were continually advancing 
and growing better, but this progress is 
slow at times. Every generation is in 
advance of its predecessors, but there 
seems to be a limit for each generation, 
and as each generation has its sutlers 
and camp followers who are always at a 

safe distance to the rear, and who are 

rather a hindrance than an assistance, 
so too there is the picked guard in the 
van. the hardy pioneers of thought, 
while the majority are simple soldiers, 
in the battle of progress ready to fol- 
low if some one will only take the lead. 
Fortunately for the world, such leaders 
have always appeared with the necessity 
for them. 

Though always influenced by the spirit 
of the time in which they lived and, as 

it were the result of that spirit, still 
they were generally, still splendidly in 
advance, and for this reason considered 
as crazy enthusiasts, eutopists, or if 
they were leaders in religious move- 

ments, stigmatized as heretics. They 
were men of undaunted courage and full 
of their personal power and their power 
over the destinies of others. And these 
are the true elements of greatness. 
You will find then by a study of history 
these three facts: first, the development 
and progress of the human race gov- 
erned by a general law ; second, the 
great movements which have occurred 
at certain periods as factors of this prog- 
ress and as evidence of it, and third, 
the great men, the leaders in the great 
movements, likewise factors in this 
progress and evidence of it. These 
facts may not appear upon a casual 
glance, but search will reveal them. 

I shall illustrate by a cursory refer- 
ence to some of the great historical 
movements which have occurred since 
the beginning of the Christian era. 

The first movement and one which 
has effected our modern civilization 
was the overrunning of Italy, France 
and Spain by the hordes of northern 
tribes and the overthrow of that mighty 
city upon the seven hills which had 
held the whole known world under her 
control. To one who lived at that time 
it must have seemed as though all the 
civilization of ages, which was pre- 
served by the Romans and to whose 
store they had added, was to be thence- 
forth forever blotted out, and that the 
world must again return to its former 
state of ignorance and darkness. But 
this very chaos and confusion of ele- 
ments proved to be most salutory for 
the future progress of civilization, for 
the foundation which supported that 
vast fabric called Rome had already 
Deen sapped and tne eternal city 
would have perished by reason of her 
own weakness. But, as it was, when she 
did fall they swarmed about her ruined 
palaces, a hardy race of untutored bar- 
barians, but these barbarians possessed 
an element entirely wanting in the Ho- 
man, the feeling of personal liberty and 
independence, which has united with 
Roman civilization to form the most 
progressive, active and energetic races in 
the world—the Anglo Saxon and the 
Teutonic, liising out of this confusion 
of people and of ideas which followed 
the fall of Rome, and as a sure sign of 
the approaching improvement, appears 
Charlemagne. As a warrior, a states- 
man, and a law-giver, we find him ac- 

tively engaged in an endeavor to build 
up a State. He appeared too soon upon 
the arena, and before the world was 

ready for his advent. His death left a 

vacancy which could not be filled, and 
the State fell for the want of a guiding 
hand. The influence of his reign, how- 
ever, was not lost, and some of the seeds 
he cast fell upon good soil. Exactly 
what influence the feudal system that 
breaking up of races into petty king- 
doms, had upon the progress of civiliza- 
tion, what influence the crusade exerted, 

which in fool-hardy cause brought 
about the destruction of thousands, ex- 
actly what part the multitude of minor 
events played it would be difficult in- 
deed to say, but each was necessary for 
the grand denouement, and the result 
was a step towards the emancipation of 
the mind, towards enlarged and liberal 
ideas. This spirit soon produces great 
men and great discoveries. A daring 
mariner opens up a new continent to 
Europe’s astonished gaze. He dies poor 
and in prison. A Guttenberg discovers 
the art of printing.—he is looked upon 
as possessing an evil spirit—he is un- 

flinching. A monk discloses the com- 

pounds of gunpowder, and changes the 
mode of warfare. Paper made of linen 
is first used. The art of painting in oil 
is discovered, and soon an Angelo and 
Rubens immortalize their names and 
their art. The expansion of ideas- to 
which everything up to that period has 
contributed makes itself felt as w-ell 
in the religious world, and Martin Lu- 
ther bids defiance to the Mother Church. 
We are able to discern in the light of the 
present, that the coming upon the scene 
of Luther was not only not phenomenal 
but to be expected. The great Reform- 
ation was a necessity, it was the result 
of the spirit of the age—and itbegat Lu- 
ther, it begat a man who with all his fail- 
ings, and they were great, was still a 

grand spectacle. He fought for the 
emancipation of the human soul, he 
contended that he had a right to think, 
a right which even in the nineteenth 
century is still denied in religious mat- 
ters. Yes. even in matters of science— 
lot us not iorget it. 1 he same expanding 
of the mind makes itself felt in the lit- 
erary and scientific worlds, and soon a 

Shakspeare in literature, a Bacon in 
philosophy, a Galileo and Newton in 
astronomy and science give to the 
world from which they have drawn their 
stock of information, a sublime litera- 
ture, a better system of philosophy, the 
one scans the starry vault with his tel- 
escope, while the last gives us the law 
of gravitation. The movement crosses 
the ocean in the next century and as- 

sumes a political aspect. A nation of 
free minds grow restless under the op- 
pression of an imbecile monarch, and 
throw off its yoke. Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Franklin, and Thomas Paine were 

as much influenced by the age in which 
they lived, as they themselves influenced 
that age—they were historical necessi- 
ties. They were rebels and daring adven- 
turers in the eyes of the mother coun- 

try ; but they were bold patriotic men 

in America. Their success established 
a nation for the world, a name for them. 

The French Revolution was the result 
of the same forces which brought about 
our own. The great inventions which 
have marked the present century, the 
subjects of so many declamations and 
commonplaces, are the result of this 
expansion of the mind. In the religious 
world again great changes are at hand, 
already the distant rumbling of cannon 

is heard which shall be brought to bear 
upon the religious ramparts. Already 
aJVoltaire and Paine, a host of German 
free-thinkers, an Ingersoll, Huxley, 
Tyndall and Darwin are laying the train 
which when ignited will undermine the 
bulwarks of religious systems. Already 
t he fate of the Bible as an inspired book 
has been sealed. We are not yet ready 
to write the history of the present. 
Posterity will do that tor us, and it will 
assign to each of the great men of to day 
his proper place. We call these m en 

infidels, heretics, fanatics. Future his- 
torians will say of them they too con- 

tributed their quota to the advance- 
ment of the human race. It will say of 
them—-They were the champions of fore- 
thought—No great movement has yet 
been brought about except under the 
cloak offanatacism. It ill-becomes us 

in this century to use such a weapon of 
defence and thus to stigmatize those who 
advocate their honest opinions. Let us 

keep in mind the history of the past and 
never forget that reason will gain the 
day. All credit to him who stands bold- 
ly forth and strenghtened by his convic- 
tions dares fight for her supremacy. The 
crown of thorns which an ungrateful 
generation places on his head, history 
will replace with a wreath of immor- 

Chicago, Feb. 17th 1880. 

A Cross Bal>y. 
Nothing is so conducive to a man’s re- 

maining a bachelor as stopping for one 

night at the house of a married friend 
and being kept awake for five or six 
hours by the crying of a cross baby. All 
cross and crying babies need only Hop 
Bitters to make them well and^ smiling. 
Young man, remember this.—Ed. 

Sacred Concert 
BY THE 

Chicago Orchestra, 
Every Sunday Afternoon, 

—AT— 

NORTH-SIDE TURNER HALL 

A. ROSEMl'KER, Leader. 
Admission 15c— To commence at 3 P. M. 

uhibipsi 
RESTAURANT 

No. 1 110 La Salle St. 

The finest resort for everybody, especially 
for merchants from the country, coming’ to the 
city, as they will find there always on draft: 

3 DIFFERENT KINDS OF 

Imported Beers 
(Bohemian and German.) 

A Full Stock of 

WI3STHS3 
the best brands, and SELECT MEALS a la 
Carte, at all hours. 

CHOICE IMPORTED AND D0ME2TI" CICARS, 
and everything required in a first-class 

Restaurant. 

LARGEST STOCK 

OF 

PIANOS AND ORGANS 

CHICAGO 

AT 

W. W. KIMBALL’ S, 
Cor. State & Adams sts. 

3. Deschauer. Geo. A. Christmann. 

Drs. Deschauer & Christmann, 
JD ENTISTS, 

Rooms 8 & 9 Staats-Zeitung Building, 
ill. E. Cor. Washing ton St. & 5th Ave. 

Entrance on 5th Ave. CHICAGO. 

Dr. H. BERHARD, 

123 State St„ 
Cor. Madison. Boom 22. 

TAKE THE ELEVATOE. 

JAMES L. LEWIS, 
DSimsT 

Worth West Corner State & 12th Streets. 
Fine Work at Reasonable Prices. 

G-. 1VH E R Z^ 
MANUFACTURER OF 

Cigar Boxes, 
AND DEALER IN 

CIGAR MAKERS’ SUPPLIES, 
209, 211 & 218 Superior St. 

$10 to$1000 
Invested in Wall St. Stocks 
makes fortunes every month. 
Book sent free explaining ev- 
erything. 

I Address Baxter & Co.,Bankers, 17 WallSt., N. Y 

Anser OLager von 

Knabe- und Bauer-Nimms, Orgeln 
n. Musik-Instrumenten aller Art- 

——ist nach- 

No. 182 WABASH AVENUE 
verlegt, und kietet die größte Auswahl im ganzen Westen. Auswärtige Kaufen welche Bestellungen per Po in 
senden, und sich auf unser Urtheil in der Auswahlder gewünschten Instrumente verlassen, dürfen sicher darauf rech- 
nen, vasz sie ebenso uverlässig bedient werden, als wenn sie selbst in Begleitung von Sachkeunern ihren Einkauf 
machen würden. An diesen Geschasttzgkundsatzen haben wir als langer ieit25 Jahren festgehalten. 
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Tsserold, 
Fabrikant von 

G-rannoL, Sq.uare and. XJ'prlgln.t 

W- 
Fischlein 

cis-O 

Pcanos, 
248 Wabafh Ave» Ehicago, Illinois. 

Diese Instrumente wkrdcn von den besten deutschen Musiclchrcrn km- 

Revaraturen werden sorgfältig ausqcführL 
sf 
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GEO. LOESCII, Director. CHAS. BIERWIKTH, Manager. L. MARCUS, Prompter and Pianist. 

Me guess}: Qssheztrctssz. 
Ollices; 

113 RANDOLPH STREET, Room 2, Kingsbury Block, 
Or, LYON & flEALT’S MUSIC STORE. 

*3" Best of Music furnished for Concerts, Private Parties, Weddings, Etc. 

Frol. AIM Mr, 
OF CHICAGO ORCHESTRA, THE POPULAR SOPRANO. 

Respectfully announce that they will preside and furnish music for Pntrrtninmonta 
Receptions, Weddings, Picnics, Ralls and other festivities Are “in receipt of TmuS compositions. For details and particulars please call at, or address Professor Alhe? 
TERMS MODERATR 

113E' RandoIPh Street’ or at Residence, No. 144 Eugene Street, City 

, RE-OPENED. 

! Hotel Frankfsirt 
HENRY BERG, Proprietor, 

N.E. Cor. Wabash Ave. & Madison St 

CHICAGO 

American and European Plan, 
The Hotel is admirably situated, being in the heart of the business center, and contains 190 

iirsb-class guest’s rooms, including co m.’ ercial sample rooms, &c. 

Grommessgfullrw 
174 & 176 MADISON STRASSE, 

zwifkhcn While-Straße und 5th Amsan 
0 

Rhein- und frsgnziifische Weine- 
Brandies* Champagaer, 

und feinste 

Alle unsere Waare für ächt garantirt und für Familiengebrauch besonders empfohlen. 

\ SCHMIDT 
R- Beet 35}an 

9—35 oRAMoS^2- 

THOS. GRIFFIN, 
RENOVATOR OP 

Feathers, Mattresses, 
j^URNITURE AND pAF^PETS, 

BY STEAM. 

4SF*New Bedding of all kinds at the Lowest Prices. 
All kinds of Upholstering done to order. 

262 State Street, CHICAGO. 
Order hy mail promptly attended to. 

T\T g~\rriX f We havre >n our pos 
itl \J liV Cj session a copy of “A 
Treatise on the Horse and His Diseases,” by 
Dr. B. J. Kendall, of .Enosburgh Falls, Ver- 
mont. It is nicely illustrated with 35 engrav- 
ings, and is full of useful horso knowledge. 
Every horso owner should have a copy of it. 
We can furnish the books at 25 cents per copy. 

ASK TO SEE IT. 


