
The Sunday School Lesson. 

SERIES FOR 1896.—FIRST QUARTER. 

Studies in the Gospel According to Luke. 

THE BOY JESUS. 

January 1®. 1800. 

I.esfton II.: l.ulse H. 40-®*- 

INTRODUCTION. 
Tlie evident object of Luke, in 

writing the Life of Christ, is to tell the 

story of a Son of God who, in his matur- 

ity, became a Witness of God and the 

Saviour. He therefore passes quickly 
over the early years of Jesus. He repro- 

duces the pre-natal traditions; he re- 

counts from previous records the mar- 

vellous incidents attending his birth 

and infancy; then, with a single excep 

tion, he leaves the succeeding thirty 

years of his life in obscurity.-The 
single exception to the prevailing 
silence as to the preparatory years of 

Jesus, is our lesson to day. We have 

one scene in the boyhood of Jesus; and 

the purport of this scene is its evidence 

that Jesus, however exceptionally born, 

was a true Son of Man. He shared the 

limitations of our common humanity. 
His spiritual life, like his bodily stature, 

was a growth.-“His development/’ 
says Farrar, “was a strictly human de- 

velopment. He did not come into the 

world endowed with infinite knowledge; 
but as Luke tells us, ‘he was gradually 
advanced in wisdom/ He was not 

clothed with infinite power, but experi- 

enced the weakness and imperfections 
of human infancy. He grew as other 

children grow, only in a childhood of 

stainless beauty,—as the flower of roses 

in the spring of the year, and as lilies 

by the waters. There is for the most 

part a deep silence in the evangelists 
respecting this period; but what elo- 

quence in their silence. May we not 

find in their very reticence a wisdom 

and an instruction more profound than 

if they had filled many volumes with 

minor details?” 

LESSON STORY. 
If direct light on the formative 

period of Jesus’ life is not abundant, 
side-light, gained by modern research, 
clothes with visibility much of his early 
experience. 

The house he lived in was such as car- 

penters of Nazareth have lived in ever 

since; for fashions are staid in the East. 

A stone house, thirty feet long, nearly as 

wide; with a flat roof to which stairs as- 

cend on the outside; with no windows 
in the walls, the door serving alike for 

ventilation and for light. The one room 

of the house was a carpenter’s shop, a 

parlor, a kitchen, a bed room. The 

furnishings, aside from the carpenter s 

tools, were a stool or two, with which 

to occasionally vary the custom of sitting 
upon the earth floor; some mats or mat- 

rasses which served for beds; some 

sacred leaves of the Law were the Bole 
ornament of the walls. 

In such a place, surely in a place no 

more luxurious than this, Jesus passed 
his early years. 

But Borne modifying facts are to be 

remembered. Life in Nazareth was an 

open air life. There were no hard win- 
ters with their indoor confinement. 
Home-love and home-associations sanc- 

tified the humble dwelling. “Be it ever 

so humble, there is no place like home.” 
Jesus lived with brothersand sisters; 
and while they may not have fully shared 
his deeper life, he doubtless found joy 
in their companionship, and entered 
heartily into their innocent sports and 

daily employments. 
The scenery surrounding the village 

of Nazareth muBt have been an import 
ant factor in Jesus’ education. Naza 
reth was a village, then as now, con- 

taining about three thousand inhabit- 
ants. Flowing through one of the 
streets from the westward hills, was a 

stream of pure water; in the market or 

green, thiB stream fell into a reservoir. 

Here was the center of the village 
social life. The outlook from various 
openings in the craggy borders of the 
village, has awakened many a beholder 
to an inexpressible sense of the beauti 
ful and sublime. Robinson, in his 
"Researches,” describes the view from 
the plateau above the town, and the 
suggestions of the scene: "Seating my- 
self in the shade of the rock, I remained 
for some hours upon the spot, lost in the 

Contemplation of the wide prospect, and 
of the events connected with the scenes 

around. In the village below the Sav- 
iour of the world had passed hie child- 
hood: and although we have few partic- 
ulars of his life during those early years, 
yst there are certain features of nature 

which meet our eyes now, just as they 
once met hie. He must often have vis- 
ited the fountain near which we had 

pitched our tent; his feet must have 
wandered frequently over the adjacent 
hills, and his eyes doubtless gazed upon 
the splendid prospect from this Very 
spot. Here the Prince of Peace looked 
down upon the great plain, where the 
din of battles had often rolled, and the 
garments of (be warrior been dyed in 
blood; and he looked out, too, upon the 
sea over which the swift ships were to 

bear tfee tidings of hie salvation to na- 

tions and continents then unknown. 
How hae the ttttral aspect of things been 
changed, fatties and bloodshed have 
indeed hot ceased to desolate this un- 

happy 'Country, and gross darkness now 

covete the people; but from this region a 

light went forth which has enlightened 
the world and unveiled new climes; and 
now the rays of that light begia to be 
reflected back from distant talee and con- 

tinents, to illumine anew the darkened 
land where it first sprang up. 

While Jesus was not "learned,”—that 
ie, he was not a graduate of one of the 
great schools in Jerusalem where the 

scribes and the priests were taught,— 
yet he was not without early school 
privileges. Connected with the one syn- 
agogue at Nazareth was a school, taught 
by a duly qualified scribe; in this school 
Jesus doubtless gained a substantial 
education. The literature taught was 

the best then in the world; it has been 
preserved to us in the Old Testament. 
Various other proverbial sayings which 
were in Jesus’ day impressed upon the 
memory of the young, have come down 
to us. This is one of the sayings in the 
synagogue-schools: Make the best of 
your childhood; youth is a crown of 
roses, old age of thorns.” Here is an- 
other of these sayings: ‘‘Do not-fear 
death; it is only a kiss if you fear God.” 
Here is another of these sayings, which 
suggests the great hope which waB 
afterward made effective in the Gospel. 
•‘Trust in the mercy of God, even if the 
sharp sword be at your throat: He for- 
sakes none of his creatures to give them 
up to destruction.” 

Religion was the fountain of his home- 
life; it was the central theme of his 
school-study; and with his inner life 
the peaceful influence of nature harmo- 
niously blended. The grace of God was 

upon him. 
1. Jesus Accompanies his Par- 

ents to the Passover in Jerusa- 
lem,—vs. 40-42. 

At twelve he reached the first crisis in 
his life. At this age all Jewish boys 
must be set to the learning of some 
trade. He was now required to fulfil all 
the religious duties imposed by the Mo- 
saic law. He was now first privileged 
to accompany his parents in their pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem to attend the great 
national feast, the Passover. 

That he was eager to see the great 
city; to behold with his own eyes the 
wondrous temple, where he had been by 
his parents dedicated in his infancy; 
that he had even hilarious joy in the 
foot journey of seventy miles from his 
home to the capital, mingling with the 
hundreds of thousands going on the 
same joyous religious errand, is all im- 
plied in the brief descriptive touches 
given in the record. 

2. He Became Absorbed in the 
Teaching of the Rabbis in the 
Temple Court,—ve. 43-50. 

Note what chiefly interested the 
youthful Jesus at the feast. It was 

customary on certain of the feast days 
for renowned teachers of the law to 
teach the people in the Court of the 
Women. The instructions of these doc- 
tors at other times could be obtained 
only for a price. Now the whole He- 
brew population was invited to freely 
share the instruction which only such 
teachers as Hillel and Gamaliel could 
impart. The people were even invited 
to ask questions; to state their personal 
difficulties in their religious experience. 
The learned teachers endeavored to 
supply the need of popular religious 
guidance. 

To mingle with the hearers of these 
recognized teachers of the Jewish re- 

ligion was the most interesting and ab- 
sorbing of all the attractions which 
Jesus found in the holy city. To be 
among the inquirers, to state the prob- 
lems which had already become his in- 
ner companions, this was the pursuit in 
which Jesus at once engaged. In this 
pursuit he forgot the passing of time. 

After two dayB, the sacrifices having 
been meanwhile offered, the pilgrims 
were privileged to return to their homes. 
It seems to have been pre arranged that 
Joseph and Mary Bnd Jesus should thus 
early start for Nazareth. But Jesus 
had been from the first left to himself. 
He was a boy, surely, who could be 
trusted. He had found some shelter in 
the city; or to sleep in the open air would 
have been to him no hardship. His 
food bag or some friendly person sup 
plied him with sustenance. He was ac- 

corded a temporary independence. And 
he could not leave the feast in its midst, 
while such a privilege was his of learn- 
ing from the Jerusalem schools, which 
were otherwise barred from him all his 
life. It was his duty to profit by the 
manifold boon which had now come to 
his inner life. 

Joseph and Mary, on the third day ot 
the feast, started homeward. It shows 
the free life Jesus lived in bis youth, 
and the parental confidence which was 

reposed in him, to be told that they had 
gone a full day on their jouney before 
they learned that he was not of their 
company. Then, inquiry among their 
kinsfolk and neighbors in the caravan 

failing to give them any news of their 
son, they returned to Jerusalem. Ar- 
riving in the city they searched a full 
day among the people and iu the places 
where they expected to find him, but not 
in the temple enclosure. 

At last they went to the temple, And 
there, among the adult pupils of the 
great teachers, they saw their son. They 
could but observe that the young buy 
had an unwonted deference jpaid to him. 
tlis questions betokened a religious ex- 

perience unparalleled for depth and 
breadth in one of his years. Son, Bald 
his amazed mother, why hast thhUU thus 
Sealt with us t behold thy father and I 
have sought thee, sorrowing. Chiding 
is mingled with reverence in these won- 

drously maternal and beautiful words. 
His reply (the first recorded words 

of Jesus) possesses a like natural charm: 
How is it that ye sought me/ Why did 
they seek him in the city, and not in the 
temple? Wist ye not that I must be in 
my Father’s house / 

That the parents did not understand 
this saying, in the sense of comprehend- 
ing it, we cannot think strange. But 
that their boy was now beginning to 

feel a mysterious call to the divine mis- 
sion of which they themselves had had 
in the same temple court in his infancy 
remarkable premonition, we cannot 
doubt. 

3. He returned Home with his 
Parents,—vs. 51-52. 

Such was the quality of the early life 
of Jesus. Great truths and great pur- 
poses were beginning to stir in him. 

Nevertheless, his time to enter upon 
his mission was not yet. It was the 
Jewish law that one should not be a 

public teacher until he wbb thirty years 
old. Jesus knew it was wise for him to 

abide by this law, and employ all the 
years preceding in preparation for the 
work which was in due time to become 
known to him. 

So he went down again into the com 

mon paths of life, and fulfilled all home- 
ly virtues and daily duties, and ennobled 
all his tasks. In this obscurity he grew 
year by year in stature and in the wis 
dom which a pure heart only appre- 
hends. 

TEACHING POINTS. 
Introductory,—By a specimen scene from 

tbe boyhood of Jesus we are left to judge of bis 
life during the first thirty years. 

(f.) v. 4042. Jesus’ life In Nazareth. lie had 
a good yet humble home; he had religious pa- 
rents. Nature taught him Its lessons. He had 
the benefit of the synagogue school.— It was 

the era of the synagogue, the precursor of the 
Christian church.—Jesus was well-born and 
wed bred.-We have In the few touches given 
of his early life the picture of a perfect boy. 

(2.) v. 43-60. His experience in the temple. 
The going of Jesus with his parents to tbe pass- 
over Festival in Jerusa'em signifies that he was 

emerging from the period of childhood. The 
responsibilities of life were now placed upon 
him-His prefereuce for the Instruction of the 
scholars In Jerusalem, above all the other at- 
tractions of the city, exemplifies his character. 
-We see In him no disobedience of Ills parents 
but behold him entering upon a life of conse- 

cration which his parents cannot fully under- 
stand.-He would now (according to one ren- 

dering of the original) be about his father’s 
business; according to the revised version, he 
was henceforth to be found In his Father’s 
house. The worl 1 Itself was thenceforth to 
him his Father’s house. 

(3.) V. 51,52. He was subject to his parents. 
The patience of Jesus during the long period of 
his preparation Is moral heroism.—It maybe 
that the reason why he was eighteen years at 
his work as a carpenter, and but three years In 
his public ministry, Is that he might show In 
his example the comparative dignity and great- 
ness of humble and obscure tasks,— His moth- 
er believed in him. Her heart treasured all the 
prophecies of his exceptional future. 
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1896. 
Are You Willing to Listen to a Sug- 

gestion? 

Thr New York Tribune's broad columns 
aud large print make It the easiest paper In tbe 

country to read, either on tile cars or at home. 

Henry Romelke, propletorof tbe largest News 
paper Clipping Agency In the world, testifies In 
a publ shed card, that bis clippings for over 

4,000 clients show that The Tribune contains, 
“day by day and week by week, far more orlgl 
nal matter than any dally newspaper In New 
York City." He proves the fact by figures. The 
Weekly ranks tbe aame. 

Business men find the market reports of Tub 
Tribune absolutely without an equal. The 
Tribune Is the only newspaper In New York 
City whose reporters actually visit all the differ- 
ent markets In person. 

The Tiubune now prints the beet and fresh- 
est humorous pictures of the day from the 
comic press of two continents, and suppl es 

plenty of other entertainment 
By Its spec'al telegrams and correspondence, 

Its able editorials and hlgb literary character, 
The Tribune maintains a sp endld position In 

the regard of Republicans and lovers of music, 
art, and good books. 

The Tribune's society news Is known every- 
where for excellence. Its Fashions have a'- 

wajs been of special value, aud changes of style 
are, as a rule, foretold In The Tribune sooner 
than In other LSWepapers. 

The New York Tribune Is recognized, of- 
ficially, as tbe leading newspaper of the Repub- 
lican party. 

As for Farming and Labor, Th b Tribune has 

for SO years demanded, and yet demands, that 

every possible dollar's worth of food and com- 

modities, consumed by tbe American people, 
Shall be produced by tbe American people. 
For this cause. The Tribune labors in Its vari- 

ous editions scs days In every year. 
A man Is judged by tbe newspaper be takes. 

He wbo reads The Tribune Is wide awake, 
progressive, respectable and capable, worthy of 
tbe confidence of business and social friends. If 
you area young man. you will live In a rut all 

your life (except by catering to that which Is 

base) if you feed your mind upon newspapers, 
full of scandal, vulgarity and Inanity. Think 
for a moment of tbe people wbo read newspap- 
ers of that class. On theotherhand.THETRiB- 
unk bas probably the largest clientele of the 
very people wbo can help to Improve a young 
man's position of any newspaper In the United 
Mates. Associate yourself with them. 

Mr. Horr continues towrlte for The Tribune, 
Sample copies free. Daily, f 10 a year. Bun- 

hat, separately, *2.00, Semi-Weekly. *2.00, 
Weekly, *i.oo. Tribune Almanac for 1896, 25 

cents. 
THE TRIBUNE, New York. 

Taking Care of the Cat. 

Where the presence of any kind of poi- 
son is suspected prompt and energetic 
action is necessary. A liberal dose of 
uke-warm water, slighted salted, will 
almost always act as an emetic, but 
when the case is urgent, it iB better to 
administer at once a generous quantity 
of sweet oil or melted lard. After such 
an experience the cat will usually need 
a course of cod liver oil and a generous 
diet, and if there seems to be resultant 
intlamation of the stomach—the symp- 
toms of which are frequent vomiting and 
refusal of food—one grain of trisnitrate 
of bismuth twice a day will be found 
beneficial. A little powdered sulphur 
made into a paste with lard or unsalted 
butter and smeared upon the front paws 
now and then is an excellent thing to 

keep a cat in good condition, but care 

should be taken that there is no expos- 
ure to cold or wet until after the effects 
of the medicine have passed off. Raw 
meat should never be given save in cases 

where other food is refused and it is 
necessary to build up the system; then 
it should be given in small quantities, 
and be perfectly fresh and free from fat. 
—Ladies' Home Journal 

Care should bo taken not to dry off to 
soon the young heifer in her first year 
of milking, as this habit formed early in 
life, will cling to her subsequently. She 
should continuously have a ration to de- 
velop muscle and the milk organs—a di- 
luted or extended grain ration, instead 
of concentrated foods. 

CONSUMPTION 
To the Editob—Please inform your read- 

ers that I have a positive remedy for the 
above named disease. By its timely use 
thousands of hopeless cases have been per- 
manently cured. I shall be glad to send 
two bottles of my remedy free to any of your 
readers who have consumption if they will 
send me their express and post office address. 
T.A.Slocum, M.C.. 183 Pearl St. .New York. 

ft LARGEST MANUFACTURERsfm 
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This work was prepared by a com- 
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with the design of embodying two fea- 
tures: The production of the best 
available music,and publication in se- 
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separately. 
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Sample copies, 10 cents. Price of the 
three combined: Manilla covers, $20 
per hundred. Sample copies, 20 cents. 
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BACK TO THE 

Old "(testament 
FOR THE 

MESSAGE OF THE NEW. 
An Effort to Connect More Close- 

ly the Testaments; to which 
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BY 

Anson Bailie Curtis, B.D. Ph.D. 
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AY 
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tribute Id any way to advancement, prosperity 
and success. 
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12mo. 218 pp. Bj Mail, 88 Cent*. 
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THIS VOLUME CONTAINS 

I. An Accurate Translation of the 
New Testament. 
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III. A Chronological Arrangement of 

the Text. 
IV. A Brief and Handy Commentary. 

By J. W. HANSON, D.D. 
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DYSPEPSIA 

prepares the way for worse ills to come. 

Ripans Tabules annihilate dyspepsia. One 

gives relief. 

Ripans Tabules: Sold by druggists, or by 
mail if the price (50 cents a box)ls sent to 
The Ripans Chemical Company, No. 10 
Spruce St., New York. 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

Devoted to the Interests of Universalist Sunday Schools 

OSCAR F. SAFFORD, D. D. Editor. 
Mrs. OLIVE POND AMIES, Conductor of Primary Dept. 

With Able Assistants. 

The Helper will follow In Its Lessons the International Series—the series of Sunday 
School Lessons which is without an equal in the history of Sunday Schools,and is now in use in al- 
most the entire Sunday Schools of Protestant Christendom. Tnls Series is still growing In favor; 
it is expected that the next International Sunday School Convention, which Is to meet In Boston 
during the summer of 189G, will report that the Series Is studied by not less than TwkntvMil- 
lions of Sunday School Scholars. 

The Lessons for 1890 will be, for the first six months, 
The Life of Christ according: to Luke. 

This Gospel, the “Universalist Gospel,” the “Gospel of Christ’s Humanity,” will be, in these 
Lessons, Interpreted by the Universalist Standard of Thought, and In the full light of modern 
scholarship. There can be, for Universalist Sunday Schools, no more Interesting or Important les- 
sons than will be found in this Half Year with the Evangelist Luke. 

The Lessons for the second six months, beginning in July, will be 

Jewish History from the Beginning of David’s Reign till the 
Time of Solomon. 

This is the most thrilling and fascinating period of Old Testament History. 
The Helper presents Three Grades of Lessons; 
The General Lesson, on Lesson Sheets for the pupils, with extensive Lesson Aids for the 

Teachers In the Helper. 
Home Studies, with sheets coutaiDlng spaces for Written Answers In the Home—a method 

o' Sunday School Study which includes all the merits of the "Inductive Method.” 
Primary Lessons, with Lesson Sheets for young scholars, and Aids to Primary Teachers In 

the Helper. In this department there will be found tills year a due regard given to the best 
Modern Methods. 

The Helper has reason for encouragement In the fact that It has been the recipient, for 
some years, of an ever enlarging patronage of Universalist Sunday School Workers. With the In- 
creased means at its command it expects to be in the future yet more worthy of the favor which It 
solicits. 

The Helper Is published at One Dollar per year; when accompanied by six lesson shsets 
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Papers each twelve cents per year. Home Study Sheets, six lessons a Sunday for a year, fifty cts. 
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Study of the Gospel of St. John, 
TOGETHER WITH 

An Interlinear Literal Translation 
OF THE 

Greek Text of Stephens 1550, 
WITH 

THE AUTHORIZED VERSION 

Presented in the Margin for 
Ready Reference. 

AND 

The Various Readings of the Editions 
of Elzevir, i6a4,ariesbach, Lach- 

mann, Tlschendorf, Tregeiles, 
Alford, and Wordsworth. 

By J. I*. Jttaelean, Fh. It. 
Univorsalist pastor at Greenville, O., and 

Author of “The Mound Builders,” 
“Antiquity of Man,” etc. 

Price, $1,50,—Net. 

This Introduction to the Gospel of St. 
John will tie found particularly valuable to all 
students of the New Testament. 

"The volume appears to contain all the data 
for a thorough understanding of this most Im- 
portant of the New Testament writings, or at 
least the one which has been made the subject 
of greatest controversy among Biblical critics.’’ 

"In addition to the wealth of literature from a 
wide field which our author brings to hear, the 
Greek text, with Its Interlinear translation, will 
be found of great value to scholars who have 
grown rusty In their classics.”—Inter Ocean. 

Crown Sco. 250 pp. Cloth. 
Price $1.50,—Net. 

Sent on receipt of price, by mail, postage 
paid. 
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Three DOCTRINAL BOOKS. 

BIBLE PROOFS 
Begins with Genesis and traces the great doc- 
trine of the final holiness and happiness of all 
mankind to the end of Revelation, giving the 
prominent passages, and Just enough of com- 
ment to weld the whole together In an nnbroken 
chain. It Is a most efficient missionary, giving 
the Scriptural Proofs of the great doctrine of a 
world’s salvation In a mannner so convincing as 
to be unanswerable. Price as cents. 

THE BIBLE HELL 
Traces the word “hell” through the Bible, giv- ing every passage in which it occurs, with a full 
exposition of eacli passage. The four words ren- dered Uell in the Bible, Slieol, Hades, Tartar- 
us, and Gehenna are all explained, and It is 
shown that the Bible Hell is in tills world, and that it is limited in duration. Price 25 cents. 

BIBLE THREATENINGS 
EXPLAINED 

Takes up every so-called "orthodox” text and 
proves that all the passageH that are ever em- ployed as missiles against Universal Salvation 
are perfecUy In accordance with the promises t,le Blble. With “Bible Proofs” In one hand 
and "Bible Threateulngs” in the other, any Uni versalist will be armed "cap-a-ple”, and thus 
armed “one can chase a thousand and two pul ten thousand to flight,” It Is the most valuable 
of documents for distribution among those who 
think the law contradicts the promises. It shows 
conclusively that there Is not a text In the Bible that sustains the doctrine of Endless Torment 

Price 25 cents. 

Universalist Pubi’g House 
Western Branch, Chicago. 
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“The Kingdom of the World Is become the 
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